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Racing Commissioner Ballenger: “The Industry ls extramoly con-
scrvative, not creative, unimaginative, stodgy, in a perfod of re-

trenchment."”

‘Observer & Eccentric sports
...more than just the scores
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Commissioner Willlam 8. BAIInnz !‘l cing
“"Tho stato Ls taking, taking (from bettors)
and putting nothiog back. Ml chlxnn haa the highest

tax on racing In tho country,” sald Bnuenzer, u, in
bis Plymouth office.

- If mtate government and the “stodgy” mdnxtry
pmmotod horss raclng a fraction as mnch as the

state promotes s own lottery, the result could bo ,

healthler revenuea for all, he said.

NEVERTHELESS, Ballenger Inslsts hom roeing
is a better wager for the betwr than tho stato-run
oltery.

‘“Bettors get back 80 ccnu on §1 bet tn racing.
That'a better than the lottcry, which paya back 45
cents on a dollar,

“The (Burcau of the) Lottery spends $6.5 million
to advertlse itself. The lotiery takes no skdll. It pro-
vides no entertalnment.

“Racing spent barely $1 million, cumulatively, to
advertise itaclf in 1983, That’s what I'm yeulng
about all tho time."

Michlgan's average tax on racetrack bets is 0,28

percent, highest In the nation, safd Ballenger, & Re-

publican of moderately conservative views, His ap--

proach to the Job he hx: held for a Uttle mope than
a year s one of promoting cconomlc growth in an
indus! with a tzbllnan Investment providing
12,000 jobs.

The bulk of racing nctlvlty is at the Detroil Rac-
Ing Association course in Livonla {thoroughbred
Tunners and barpess), Hazel Park {both kinds) and
Northvillo Dawnd (harpess). Qutstate tracks includs
g;chon. Saglnaw Valley Downs and Glendalo

HE SHAKES his bead at the suggestion of cumng '

racing dates to mprove quallty of races b,y eltmi-
nating inferior-borses,

“Tho borse supply can support more races,” be
sald. “"You can make a case that, yes, cut the num-
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and attract betier horses. Rovisa racing rules.

01 the taz-cut proposal, he says, “The $13 miltion

in lost x‘evenuo Is lnslmulm 1 a §9-billien state
o do-
stroy the racing Industry (through high tazes).”

AI.LBNG BROUGHT to ho fob his experi.’
ences io legislative polltics, governmental admints-
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With a bachelor's degree magna cum laude rram
Princeton Unlversity and a master’s in publlc ad-
ministration from Harvard, the Fllat native was a
state representative at 28 and state penator, He

gress - ona for the House and
another in 1982 for the Senate nomination — were

unsuccessful. But he has been honored with a distls- -

guished service award from the Michigan Agricul-
tural Confercnce and 28 one of Michigan's five out-
standing young men by the Jaycoes.

Ballenger {s analytical, ebullient, erudite. The
most prominent poster in his offlce {a not a pollti-
clan or a triplecrown winner but the journalistic
curmudgeon of Baltimore, H.L. Mencken.

MCING&S been golng studny downh!lllln
or
years, though tho number'of rad.ng daiu has beent

Schoolcraft offers re-entry class

A lree workshop for persons Intercsted in re-en-
tering college will be offered Thursday, July zu, at
Schooleraft College. *

Counselor Gary Hershoren and Donna. Endl:k of -

the Learning Asslstance Center will run the work-
shop from'7 to 8:30 p.m. In room B200 of the Liber-
al Arts Bullding on the matin campus, 18600 Hag-
gerty, Livonla.

Retorning adult studesits Jan Munday and Walter
Greer will share thelr experiences, Thero will bo
quuucn—nnd answer period.

Remmum material will be avulhb!s‘ No m-' #

ervation s necessary, Information on enroliment
gy l;e obhlned.by calling Lhe college at 591-5400,
2ot 49
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