8C(S.F)

v

O&LE T'hurlday. July 10, 1034

Love fm the aﬁﬁ@?n@@w — at the ma

: By Terl Banes
otatf writer

The shoppers i the Livonla Mall had plenty of
advice for Dr. Seneca Beaulac last week whea New
York actor John Gabriel stopped in to slgn a few
autographs and promote a new business venture,

“J think he looks too skinny," comcluded ono
woman, loaded with purchrses made at the bustling
sidewalk sales that day In tho mail. Her [riend
agreed. “He looks better on TV,” she sald upon eye-
Ing the tal, very tanned and very leas actor.

Appearance aslde, though, most of tho shoppers
were concerned about the good doctor’s “Jove Life”
on "Ryan’s Hope,” the ABC soap opera he’s starred
in the past'ninc years. The biggest lament in Livo-
nla Iand was that while most characters ln the
steamy soap opera world aro falling in love and
{alllng into bed, Beaulac is sidellned where the ac-
tlon's concerned.

“He should have more affalra” sald 14-year-old
Donna Incovace! of Detrolt conflding in ber
mother’s pressence that she was a “closet” soap
watcher until she bought her own TV.

“He's very seldom on right now,” sald LaDeen
Willlams of Livonia. “I'm trying to think U there's
an uneven girl {on the ahow for Sencea) but they all
seem to be taken up.”

“He needs to get away from the clutches of JUILi-
an,”" surmised Novi resldent Fran, Caruso, 59,
speaking about another RH character and Seneca’s
tongstanding love Interest.

“Frank (Jilllan's longstanding love-Interest on
the show) is @ wlmp She should grab Seneca; be's o
strong character.”

GABRIEL'S day started at 5 2.m. when he xol up
to make personal appearances on “Kelly and Co.”
and “Sonya" before moving on to the Livonla Matl
From there, he was shuffled into a long black
limoustne and wisked to Troy, where he had lunch
at Uptown Charlle's before doing It all over again
at the Oakland Mall. He bad arrived in Detroit the

previous night and had dinner in Greektown's New
llellns which he found “quite wenderful,”

The reason for the Detrolt day-tour. was to pro-
mote “Soap Opera Update” which began alring on
WOMC-radlo in Detrolt last month, With Gabriel as

" I3 host,.the pmgmm is heard 10:50 a.m. and 4:50
p.m. weekdays.,
Anotber new venture in the wind are some televi-
sion pots he will co-host with his wife, Sandy Ga-
- briel, called “Trivia with Johr and Sandy.” The 30-
second spots will probably alr here in the fall, he
sald. He likens the palring with hia wife of 16 years
to a “Burns and Allen format.” Sandy Gabriel is a
soap-star in her own right, playing the character of
“Edna” on "All My Chlldren,” another ARC soap.

For background, Gabriel’s carcer began under
contract for Fox Studles during which time the
young actor starred in such moviea as “The Huat-
ers" and “The Story of Ruth.” Slxteen years ago he
returned to New York, his birthplace, ‘and per-
formed in a number of nombl: Broadway shows. To
this day, he still makes singing appearances in
clubs across the country, Then, hix agent suggested
he audition for a 13-day job on “Love of Lifo" that
turncd Lnto a three-year stint and “I decided 1 liked
it,” Gabriel sald.

WHILE Gabriel 1s branching out into other work
now, he has no plans to leave “Ryan's Hope" for the
mament. He recently signed a two-year contract,

he
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John anrlol, star of the daytime soap opera 'Rynn’l Hope‘ and host of tho dally “Soap

8pot,” signs autographs atLivonia Mall.

lac) dealing with Delia and trylng to expose ber in
ber involvement in eausing her husband's heart at-
tack."

* Mecanwhlile, the shoppers and business people [
the mall last week seemed to enjoy have a “‘celebri-
ty" around, particularly onc who so patiently and
politely autographed and addressed scores of pub- .
1lcity photos, -

“l think they should do thls moré often,” sald Vlr-
glnln Blaszezyk, 52, of Farmington Hills, “The mall

- i3 too blah, It needs excliement.”

Assistant  marketing. director Debbie Wnn-
namakker sald It's been tive years “slnee we had

BREAKFAST SPECIAL

Gabric! when
hc explalned: "Right now there's a Jot of uew mr- .
acters coming on the show, becoming establiah
20 some of'the regulars are on (the slde) a bit, but
all that changes. Right now I'm (meanlng Dr. Beau-
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one (eelebrity) out. I think we'll be bringing In a
Tiger player next. We'll also be having Zippy the
Chlmp for our next sldewalk sales.” .

Not to overshrdow Zippy, but there was another
animal act in the mall last weck, on the opposlte
side from Gabrlel's appearance. Positloped oo a
plastlc tarp was Sugarfoot, mascot to the Wayne
County Sheriff'a Department, there to promote a
chlld’s fingerprinting program.
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For those of us who are used to the
audiencea at classical events, tha pop
music event st Meadow Brock Friday
brought & totally~different experi-

ence.

Opa of the maln attractions was the
renowned Canadian Brass, featuring
five extremely versatile mmiclany.
Tho conductor, Richard Hayman, ‘s

Light program
crowd

peanw"blnouf.galngtnd" b
bes d with

that exotlc state.

u:e Detrolt Symphony Ovchestra on
. numerons occasions.

Thero was an Almost mile-long
stretch of cars lined up oo Walton
Blva. leadlng to the entrance. Such a
sceno s n.ucg in classical
events, which at lepst from my selfish
point of view, might be fust as well.
Contending with & major traffic enarl
on a weekly basls would be too much.

In apite of this enormous turnout,
the pavillon was even less full than in
some of the clasical events, untll sub-
sequent occupation by spectators who
were unable to find a decent space on
the crowded lawn. *

‘While thls program wasn't w.-ry
keen In meeting more rigorous musl-

. cal standards, it obvlously attracted
many poople whose exposure to the
Da-ol( é‘ympbany Orchestra Is other-

o relaxed muslcal

-mndanis, howcver, ‘were compensat-

cd for with high entertalnment value.

CONDUCTOR Hbyman appeared
on stage {n a flashy outfit, with a shirt
. of colorfol, flowery patterns. The
opening selection was an arrange-

ersteln’s “South Pndllc.

Whlle the performance was rather ca-
sual, Jt was nevertheless music with
which most of the audience couwld
fondly and nostalgically ldentify.

Large portions of the program
were put in placo shortly before the
date of the performance, One of the
unscheduled guests was Kathy Foy, &
former beauty queen of Elh:;:ll. who

mm! of popular tuncs from Rodgers .

Sheunglnumberolmnp!mmur
#hout Hawail While her volce wasn't
of tha kind one {inds among top opera
stnrs, the splrit and gestures scomed
to be more important and were ex-
tremely well recefved,

The Canedian Brazs, with thelr ahi.
vy, gold instruments, turned out to be
a stellar attraction. Some of their se-
lections commemorated Duke Elling-
ton, and thelr mass appeal was tre-
mendous.

OTHER selections were light clas-
sleal (or, perhaps, lightly sprinkled
classics). Thess Incleded the Perpetu-
um Moblle by Johann Strauss, the Pa-
chelbel Cannon and the
Fugue” in G mlnor by Bach, The
Stranss plece, which was done at a
{ast tempo, was estremely amusing,
Including the contortions of the trom-
bone player, who was trying as best
as he could to accomplish the impaos.
sible feats.

While the Bach fugue was far from
an authentic Bach, which would have
been out of place hcm, i was an au-
theatic entertalnmen

The concluding plece on the pro-
gram was the 1812 Overture, whoso
appeal In beyond what words ¢an de-
scribe. To be sure, the musical quality
of the performance was ono of the
most atroclous I have ever heard but
it didn’t scem to matter very much,

The cllmax was car shattering can-
.non blasts, actlvated by remote-con-

trol. Most certainly few things prove
to be as universally appealing a3 a
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