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Guess we'll never see the end of politi-
cal courage in this town. The gang up at
the corner of 11 Mile and Orchard Lake
wapt you to pass a millage for ‘em

Imagine, after all the hot air hlowlng
around city hall about counclmembers
being elected to make decislons, the aug-
ust body of legislators follows the lead of
“Mr. Let the Voters Decide” — that is,
after they berated the guy for years on
end about his bellef.’

Now I'm the last person in the world to
promote the aims of Councilman Doan
Wolf, But you gotta give the guy credit. He

stuck to his guns and he won- the day on
" the tax issue.

Oh sure, you'll hear a lot of excuses
about why a charter amendment is needed
to ralse your tax limitation from 10 mills
to 11.5. And yes, you've been left with lit-
tle choice. Anyone who cares about the fu-
ture of Farmington Hills will vote in fa-
vor. Responsible legislators would have
raised the millage years ago.

But the real issue s that eity council
has the power to levy up to two more mills
for running this clty but lacks lhe courage
to use that power.

THE CITY charter mandates that
councll use its judgment on whether to
levy up to 10 mills. But this councll’s

. judgment certainly is supeet.

Mayor Charliec Willlams loves to brag
about how council has been frugal in levy-
ing less than the entire 10 mills. But he
has supported a move which wouid allow
him and his cronies to npend even more
than that.

The contradictions sumunding this de-
clslon are mindboggling,

This is the councll wh.lch argued tor
weeks over two-ténths of a mill but
lacked the polltical courage to make the
really important decision on this commu-
nity’s future.

One of the wiser cltizens of the republic
recently remarked that the Farmington
Hills lendership stands a good chance of
bearing the eternal curse of future gener-
ations.

Long on polltical expedlency and short -

 crackerbarrel
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on long-range planning, Farmington Hills
City Council been economlcally
cheating its children and grandchildren
from the get go — well since incorpora-
tion, anyway.

Even before cltyhood, political leaders
wrestled with a population which was far
more conservative than the leadership.

PRECURSORS OF things to come '

around the state, Farmington Township

residents were arguing about property |
taxes long before we heard a peep out of ;-

Richard Headlee and Robert Tisch.

Just to pass the charter, the commisslon
was forced to compromlsc on a 10-mill
limit — much too low for any growing
clty to operate on.

Desplte Willlams' potlon, the full 10
mills should have been levied yeam ngo
and the city’ wouldn't be so’far behin

Much ado about not much

More could have been done with chenper :

dollars.

Now theclty hasa shoyplng List of capl-

tal improvementg — things that should
. have been done years ago — and not
enough money to do them.,

The Ust Includes: drains, sidewalks, po-
Hce station, park development and road
improvement.

- And time 13 of the essence in completing
these projects. Unlike earlier .days when
the clty was sparsely populated, today the
city Is in desperate need of the projects
and services on the capltal-improvement
list, . *

- Since the council hag been r to

SAN FRANCISCO Talk about an ele-
phant giving birth to a gnat, and you have
this week’s Democratic Naunnnl Conven-
tion.

Ditto the 1984 Republican Natlonnl
Conventlon. Ditto 1976 and 1280 natignal
conventlons.

This is not to belittle the august nomi-
nees. Rather, it is to suggest that the par-
Iiwkdon't need a week to do a half-day’s
work.

CONSIDER THE sgheer size of this
5 1 in San Francl —
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hangers-on and lobbylsts together at’"a
cost of $60 million (the hotel where the
Michigan delegation is staying costs $180
a night, advance payment mandatory, ‘fio

. refunds upon cancellation). Instead, dele-

gates could go to thelr slate capitals, hear
, vote by

Republicans will send 3.600 delegates to
Dallas for a week to nominate two candl-

* dates, and again the result is a foregone

week's

do the- job, it really is up to the residents
to save their community ror future gener-
atlons.

Baseball weekend:
it’s ali in the cards

Baseball fever is raging. But it's ot all
at the corner of Michigan and Trumbull.
A different kind of fever pan be ex;

enced this weekend at the 15th Aml ’

. Sports Coltectors Show .at the Plymouth
Hilton. It is better known as a ba.seball
card convention.

If youw've never been to one, yuu re
missing something. Anyone with any in-
terest in baseball will have a great time.

For a modest $1 you will be admitted to
the ballroom of the Plymouth Hilton. You
will find dealers standing behind rows of
tables with all their wares displayed. The
Plymouth show: i3 the largest held in u\e
Middle West every year.

Dealers will be trading/selling mud:

more than baseball cards. They will have |

unlforms,  bats, balls, }erseys. megazlnes,‘
), posters, bats and ect :

progi

50 WHY DOES umeone get invalved in

sports memorabilia collecting? -

. Take Harold Bussey, an opwm:trtzt aud
president of the Seuthfield School Board. |
+ His' conservative appearance be!le: his
sports fanaticlem.

Of his extensive baseball oonecuon. ke
says, "It Is my
source of rel:xauou from pregsare.”

Bussey is going to take off work Friday
and will arrive at the chow at about 11
am. Toelve houra Inter e lopes to have
some new bats, balls and uniforms to add
tohlz ecliection.. «

"% sajoy tetking 4o e Beaters'sioco 1 -

«lfalyiﬂtmmmoa af them opes a year,”
b zofd,
Of the appronimalely 400 dealers who

350 o7 ,xu!ng i m & buhby, For

tranquilizer, It is my.
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Cobb bat in my I:ax-ement Would ynu like
to buy it?'”

'THE PLYMOUTH coavention will be
‘my third. I have a son who Is an avid
baseball card collector,

I must confess be docsn't have to do
much arm twisting to talk me into taking
him. T collected baseball cards about 30
years ago. Unlike most adults I never
u:new my cards away.

Baseball card collecting Is very differ-
ent today than when I was a kid, [usedmy -
cards ‘extensively. by playing imaginary
games and memorizing every word on the

} back. 1 remember ;ope game where 1
wouldﬂ.lpmycardsaxa!mlnwanhn-
: other boy ‘would do the same." Whoever

\{u pedhlacaxﬂonloponheother bay's

\would pick tp all the
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1tke 4,000 del That is lit-
tle more than the number of delegates
who will aftend thé Michigan Democratic
State Convention In Detrolt next month,
But. the Michigan Democratic State
Convention will adopt a platform and
. nominate candidates for the state Su-
preme Court and eight educational posts
— 10 in all. Two years ago they also nom-
inated candidates for lleutenant governor,
secretary of state and attorney general —
a platform and a total of 13 candidates.
:j\nd the state convention did it all in two
ays. .
Thelr inefficlent national convention,
however, 13 eating up four days to nomi-
fhate two and adopt a p
At this writing, lhe result is a faregnne
conclusion.

‘even to b;
*12,000-15,000 aewapeop!i: Plus assorted

At the state level, t

g a hutton — and get it nver ln a
smgle afternoon.’

And they could forget the platform bd-
cause, while it stirs a lot of debate, no orle
reads platforms one day after they're
adopted Anyway, the platform Is not wHat

the same number of delegates wlll plck 1u
candidates on a Friday night and a Satur-

- day In early September, but the process
+ - will be exciting, and the results in doubt.

UNTIL THE 1950s, natfonal convea-
tlons were truly deliberative affairs, with
vote-trading and job-promising. It often
took a full week to do the work.

No more. Today primaries, computer
taliles and the.high cost of running a cam-
palgn assure the fleld will be pared down
to one no later than the end of June.

Wiy, then, bold a weeklong convention
to do the job a weekend conventlon could
handle?

In this high-tech age, theré's no need
ring 3,000 or 4,000 delegates,

and say it is; te
plnllnrm is what the nomlnee’s pollster,
research staff and speech writer say it is.

WELL, YOU will answer, aren't corf-
ventions spectacular television shows? |

Not any more, The parties would like
them tb be, and pander to TV crews in the
most fawning way. They would like gavel-
to-gavel, prime-time coverage of theld
orations, intelligent or indifferent. But
they aren't getting it.

The networks are declining to be ihc
conduits for propaganda and are cutting
off the oraters for floor interviews. THe
viewers ‘are switching to sports and R—
rated cable movies, anyway,

We really ought to do away with- thls
anliquated ex!ravagam

i
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but walt untli next time.

DBMOCRA’I‘IC polmcal ] £
aren’t what they used to be. Ever since the
process of electing delegates was re-
formed and since primaries took over as
the main mechanism for selecting candi-
- dates, the convenﬂons have become bor-
Ing affairs,

i{

Where are the. intrigues, the deals, the
hastily formed coalltions of power bro-
¥era? Where are the bosses who com-
manded entlre delegations and were

" courted by o!(lce seekem a8 If they were
majestic potentates

‘Where is the um of Boss mchxxd Daly

Tammxny’ Bllll_nﬂ' u

The convenllnns are now s0 borl.ng that

TV only bothers to cover & few hours at -

reallzes y for smgfdg
its own demonstrnuon within the ma,

demonstration. We hiive had the spectacle
of the anti-war demonsjrations at thp
convention in Chicaga “hod now demoit-
strations of gays demanding a’ rlgh{tol

- place within the party spectrum, i

The trends will continue. Perhaps u;e
vext Democratic convention will haye
more flash and even less substancs. The

te
- Interview a'select list of 100 VP candfe
dates, Tha candidate

te will then annoy

" another woman,- There'’s o gomg ba;x
one.

. place andl: perhal
v‘go.\lmon of minority groupa'— Hispan!
de!rocked ministers,

now.’ H

mmunc,memwmbegteatuprdr:'-

aure on the.part of gays for thelr
pe- demomumﬂ“gﬂ

clerics for “peage,
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