Puttin’ on the ri?’tz
at M@ndale hotel

5]

e

By Tim Richard
atoff writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Michigan Democrats at-
itending the 39th natlonal convention are housed in
.tha Meridien Hotel, the elty’s newcst, most luzori-
“ous and probably most expensive.

It is also the headquarters hotel of prealdential
nomince Walter Mondale and his runnlng mate,
Rep. Geraldine Ferraro,

How did It happen?

“It was part deaw and park Juck,” explalned Rick

Wiener, the 37-year-old state chalrman altending -

his first national conclave,
“We drew 2 high number (among state delega-
tlons). We were glven a llst and just pxsigned here.
fio surveyed tho swroundings. “Not too bad.
Semetimes llfe treats one wclL" he pald.

MONDALE, the standard bearer’s son, pro-
vldcd one cluc. Saying hello to the Michiganians
Monday morning, he recalled he Wvlvuine state
had provided his father a critical victory on March
17 when the Hart bandwagon was going strong.

“They say my father’s an old-time pollticlan,”
Ted sald. “The beauty.of that is that old-time politi-
clans don't forget their friends,”
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N NEED {o worry about findlng a shuttlebus, 2
" costly cab or a cable car schedule to get to “work.”
The underground Moscone Center 18 a half-block
away. -

ogr room overlooks the Moscone Center and the
Infamous parking lot, where all the assembled
unelected nonconformists can do thelr various
things. They can’t bother the delegates, who are
iree to gawk or move on, whatever thelr pleasure.

.

FOR MANY of the party faithfu), 3 natlonal con-
ventlon Ls a place to take a vacation. Not this year,

The Moscone Center is tiny, by convention hall
standards, and credentals (tickets) for friends of
the party are few.

“We bave only 31 passcs,” chalrman Wiener told
his 155-member dclegnuon. “Ninetcen will be
awarded by lottery at $ p.m. each day, The other 12
I bave the dublous honor of dlstributing, I already
bave 50 requests.”

Just to make sure the chafirman’s 12 were spread
sround fairly, the delegation voted that the list of
reciplents be displayed on the bulletin board.
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THE MERIDIEN s French-owned with a contl-
nental atr, Meeting rooms are named for winea.
Mlchlgan meets In the Sauterne Room.

‘ 'Democratnc
‘Convention

" The bars of 80ap aren’t Dove or Ll(eboy but
carved, scented French soaps. A complimentary
bottle of wine — Macon Blanc, uu - awaits
each guest, The room,comes cquipped with gold-
stamped bath gel, lhcmpoo and body totion,

Price is $130 a dny, or almost §1,000 for two for
the convention, pald [n advance, and 1o refunds if
you cancel.

* Breakfast from room service s $10.75 for Julce,
two eggs, bacon, toast and coffee. If you're from
Battle Creek and arc loyal to corn flakes, it's §3.

. For dinner there's a rib eyo at $16.50, chef salad
at $8.50 and French onlon mp at $4.25, A bottle of
Johnny Walker Red will cost the expense account
$36; McMaster’s and Grand MacNish aren't listed.

“My wife and I arc Egg McMuffln fans,” con-
fessed Alan Helmkamp, 32-year-old budget con-
zcfous Livonla attornay and Mondale delegate.

cDonald’s a few blocks away waa chargiog
back-home prices, though the orange julec was
from Florida.

’I'he Mlchlgan deloqullon n!ruck It rlch
when' thoy drew the hotel -that also .
housed lho Mondalo-Ferrnro hoadquar-
tors.
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* Allied Cabinet -,
Distributors, Inc:

18875 W, Twelve Mll- Rd.
Guat-west of Southfieid Rd)

Repeat of Our
*-Once-A-Year Special
Custom Shirt Offer

Now through July 31, we lower our mini
mum order to just 2 shirts.

Here's o great opportunity to get acg-
ualnted with our fine product. Select from
over 400 distinct fabrics, most of them
sorely found in ready-made shirts. Cus
tom fltted and styled to your preference
t & surprisingly reasonable price.

executive custom
shirtmakers inc.

("‘1075-w00d"ll14
Hirmingham, Michigan
sovermsnMicien, ., (o
642.0460 —

'+ The Best Quality Wooden
X Playground Equipment
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ik Ask Us About the Differences!

«#"‘Wlﬁ-ho-ldbomom froe » Chooes Carshully

- 'Na(um] stain hnish blands boaunhully with your
| . landscaping. NO SPAR VARNISH-

no maintenance,

X yoar warranly

" Up 16 30% moro material lhan compotiive
brands-sironger and a better value -
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