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Men cashing in on
Gerry and Vanessa

GERALDINE FERRARO finally was
pushed off the front pages, but It took an-
other woman to do it. Vanessa Williams,
known only to 2 handful of Trivial Pursuit
fans a few days ago, has become momen-
tarily famous as the Miss America who
overexposed her body for public con-
sumption.

It has sparked as much, if not.more,
comment at the local male coffee
klatsches as Mondale's cholee of Ferraro
as his vice presidential running mate on
the Democratie ticket,

For the first time, a Miss America was
involved in a compromlsing situation. She
had allowed herself to be photographed in
her unadorned entirety, and in tandem
with a similarily undraped woman. The
photos are to be displayed In Penthouse
magazine in the Scptember edition, the
publication of whlch was preceded by a
firestorm of publicity inspired by sleaze
expert Bab Guccione, the Penthouse pub-
lisher.

WHILE IT is faulty to generalize on the
basis of a limited sampling, I got the feel-
ing from conversations and eavesdrop-
pings that women generally were unhappy
that another woman had' been stupld
enough to pose for such pictures and then
run for Miss America, as if there were no.
skeleton in the closet.

But they were also sympathetle, feeling
perhaps that women have long been ex-
ploited and here was another case of a
woman —colncidentally, a Miss America
— being used and consumed by greedy
male interests,

The men were more lnterested in deter-
mining whether she wouldn’t somehow
cash in on the publicity.

It Is interesting that there is a lnctor
common to the predicament of Williams'
and to the emergence of. Ferraro as a
symbo) of wemen's azpirations ~ the cal-
culated use of publicity to'try to galn ad-
vantage.

MONDALE CONSIDERED the advan-
tages and disadvantages of 2 woman run-
ning mate, and it Is evident that the para-
mount concern was not qualifications, but

y Wisler

whether 2 woman candidate would help or
hinder his ¢lection chances.

* The advisers knew that a woman would
alleviate the pressure from women’s
groups for & place on the ticket, that the
right woman could draw enough women's
votes to give Mondale the edge, and that
the right kind of woman candidate would
help unite the party. And they knew that
such a move would generate reams of fa-
vorable publicity at a time when Mon-
dale’s presidentlal quest sorely needed it.

The cholce of Ferraro — a woman who
worked for everything she got, an imml-
grant’s daughter, a representative of Ar-
chie Bunker's neighborhnod ~ Was a pub-
lic relations man’s dream.

GUCCIONE, ADEPT at manlpulating
publiclty, cashed in in his own fashlon.
The differences are also obvious.

Is

The a
long tradition of coupling men's insatiable
desire for fantasy objects with the tradi-
tion of exploiting women willing to feed
those fantastes,

The male politiclans who accepted Fer-
raro are realizing not only the inevitablli-
ty but the rightousness of the advance-
ment of women to the pinnacle of power

*inthe US.

At the same time, there Is a calculating
air nbout both cases — as if the movers
and shakers are sure that they must act
qulekly before the fickle interests of the

public andithe media zip off to some new,

hero or herolne, some new tragedy, some”
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On a smelly day on 1-696 .

1 PUSHED the speedometer a bit past
the double-nlckel mark as the car moved
along 1896, Usually, T stick to the §5 mph
speed limit, but there was a stinking blue

cloud emanating from the vehlcle ahead .

oi me, and I wanted to get ahead of it.
Haldlng my: breath, X, glanced .at the
prelty dog.'on the seat next to me, eager

new fallen angel, some new who
will shoot upward like a skyrocket from
the plains of anonytmity to the upper stra-
ta and then spiral slowly back to earth as
the newness wears off-and the reporters
and television cameras move on.

Political posters
orove worthless

for adventure [had In mind, and
wondered if dogs could hold their breath
when they encountered fumes from the
tailpipe of a motor vehicle,

As big clties go, metropolitan Detroit Is
not bad in the air pollutlon department. I

almost went belly-up on the streets of -

London ance, and a TV program Sunday
suggested the ruins of ancient Rome and
Greece have suffered more from aute
fumes In the last century than in the pre-
vlous 3,000 years.

BUT OUR tri-county reglun is bad.

enough that the U.S. Environmehtal Pro- °

tection Agency had to threaten sanctions
to goad the Michigan * Leglxlntnre into
adopting a vehicle emisstons program.

Not everyone liked the idea. 'E‘.PA was

WITH THE primary eleetion i

moving Into their flnal stages, intersec- © °

tions of many clties and hamlets are
cluttered with candidates' signs.

The Stroller often has wondered if this
electlon clutier is worthwhile. So far as he.
can find out, very few folks pay attention °
to the signs and placards that erowd over
Into residents’ yards,

Most everyone in the region knows —or
should know — who is running for office
and when eclection. day fs. But for some
unknown reason, each electlon campalgn
brings out a growing number of these so-
called ads.

Who reada them? And wko pays nny at- -
TRIS HAS ALWAYS been a puulu And
it becomes a problem alter the election If
some are not wkcu down and. beoome y-
esores, At
Omne big reason this lype ol a
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“; the stroller
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tions if we failed to begln
curblng vehlclc emlss!ons “

word. It means punlshm
_One form of punlshmea! would; be for

-bur 3

get gassed by dlrty alr but not OK to hold
back read money."”

The issue 13 neither lnduztrl:ll cxp:uniun
nor good roads. The issue [s dirty air. IHs
not an elther-or situation:

IT'S EASY to beat up on federal om

the federal government to hold back aid
for highways. Another would be refusal to
allow addltional smokestack permits, thus
keeping existing industries from expand-
Ing and prohlbiting new industrlal firms
from bullding.

1 WAS A little perturbed at the reaction
of regional offictals to this prospect. 4

One leader called it “an cconomic de-
velopment issue.” He saw .business and
jobs suffering If we didn't take at least
minimat steps to clean up our air. *

A road offlcial practically accused EPA
of being a bunch of killers. Hls notion was
that improved roads are safer roads, and
that people get killed more quickly on bad
roads than on good ones. Thus, his reason-
Ing way that {ederal refusal to pass out

_ road aid would cost lives on the roads,

Curious reasoning. It was as if dirty air
didn't kill, Taken to its logical conclusion,

_it amounted to saying, “It's OK to let folks

clals d in regional offlces in Chi-
cago by berating them as “bureaucrats,”

In truth, we can have industrial expan-

. slon, federal road money and clean alr.

It's going to cost a bit. It's going to cost
state government $1.5 'million to set up
the adminlstrative machinery to run the
program. Then it's golng to cost vehlcle -
owners $10 for an emlsslons test once a
year.

If your car flunks lhq milplpe test, most
likely it will need a tune-up for up 10 $50.
After that, not only-will the air be cleaner,
but the car will probably run better,

1t will take anywhere from three to 26
months to get the program golng, depend-
ing on how fast emissions. testers can be
licensed and trained nnd owners contacted
for checkups.

1 passed the smnky vehlcle, ensed my
foot off the gas pedal agd stroked the sitky
cars of the pretty doi next to me. “Dad-
dy’s little girl won't have to breathe rty
air much longer," 1 {old ke R

She licked my hand. -

THEN CAME THE shock.

When fhe votes were tallled, "The
Stroller finlshed last in a field of four. 'me
Stroller couldn't believe it. His slgns ka
- been the talk,of the area, but evldenlly
. they didn't holp.

He could have finished last i be hadn’t .
hada slqgle algn clutuﬂna a single in
sev:ﬁum. .
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LAST WEEK'S Démocratic
of Walter Mondale cn.me closer to home
. than many may

Remember b;lck o Maret 17, the' date -
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That Is, the
Chrysler 38 §- bllllan loan -guarantee
‘packag

m‘l‘he lederal govemment% lonn guaran-

_Chrysler helped save the jobs of
800,000, Chryales workers:’ ’l‘hey a}:e our.
Ir(tnds, relatives and neighbors,
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