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Class keys on grammar skills

By Michael Bsharah
spoclal writor

Years from now when studenta and
schotars reflect upon the 1883 academ-
ic year, chances are-it will be remem-
bered as a year of educationa! reform.
Proposals and recommendations to lm-
prove public schools have abounded
from the Reagan Adminlstration, the
National Education Assoctation and the
Americen Federation of Teachers.

Of all the prestiglous blue-ribbon
panels examining the atate of our
schools, not onc of them visited John
Gumbleton's sixth-grade English class
at Jefferson Elementary Schoo! In
South Redford,

But there panel membera would
have scen average boys and girls dolng
well above average English and gram-
mar work. In fact, these slxth graders
= every one of them — are dolng
<clghth-grade English work.

VISIT JEFFERSON school and
you'll notlee a formula for success
posted ln Gumbleton's classroom: “The
Harder I Work, the Luekier 1 Gett"”

The hard work was not the result of
force-fed memorizatlons by a rigld old
teacher. Rather Gumbleton tries to

comblne hord work and

k llable for sixth-

with positive reinforcement.

The English workbook, “Basic Lan-
guage: Messages and Meanlogs 11" is
Gumbleton’s and the student’s gram-
matlcal bible. White coples of the book
are not avallable In the cl m,
worksheet exerelses arce used often to
help develop their advanced grammar
skils,

SUPPLEMENTING TBE
worksheets, which include sentence dl-
oagramming and deflning word usage
and classifleation, the students engage

English b
grade consumptlon are too basic and
watered down.
I believe in a chatlenge,” he saya.
His stadeats seem to agree. Tho atu-
dents’ response to Gumbelton's chal-
lenge comes not from fear of doing
poorly, but from the prospect of what
can be galned. There scemed to be in
the classroom a degree of status for
those who do particularly well in Eng-
1ish,

!-fvery student sports a small button
that reads, “I Speak Perfect Gram-
mar.” And whep students are given

in dally
at the chalkboard. At the end of every
school week, all students bave di-
agrammed at least one sentence In
Iront of the cloass,

In case o student makes a mistake
while doing the scntences, Gumbleton
prefers classmates point out any errors
so (hat diagramming is oot strictly a
role response.

Grammar rules governing coordi-
nate conjunctions, intransitive predi-
cates and transactive positives bounce
off the walls of Room 20 as if a work-
shop of English majors waa in scsslon.

GUMBLETON believes that (he
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their tun at at
Lhe blackboard, they have a look of de-
termination to get it done correctly.

GUMBLETON DOES not “run” hls
classroom. He amd his students particl-
pata together — something like a doc-
tor Instructing his interns. As Gumble-
ton speaks to the clasy, he will occa-
sionally make dellberate gr lcal

him of his error o using “is" initead of
“arer

“Correct,” says Gumbleton. The stu- >
dent wos beatning — be knew hie just?
earned five extra minutes of recess.

ALL STUDENTS are encouraged lo™*
search for grammatlcal errora heard 1*
on televislon, radlo and from thelr par-
ents and to make note of them for class
dlscussion. '

As great o5 the enthuslasm is for in-
centives when doing well, equally great ’
is the embarrassment in paylog the '’
psiee for speaking Incorrectly. One stu-
dent misused a word [n a sentence nnd,l\
because of o classmate's ear — not |
Gumbleton's — he was requlred to do*,
25 squat thrusts, The student was dis-
gusted ~ but he did them without too |
much complalnt. o

The students, also as a part of the.
English cxperlence, learn to develop .
and deliver specches. Each student ;-

errors to Induce an admonltlon of hlm
from the studenls concerning
speaking faults.

“There Is three, four, flve and alx
sentences in the paragraph.” Gumbel-
ton barely completes the  senience
when the handa go up. One gtudent tells
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