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Young mime artis
looks to his future

By Tom Panrenhagon
lalf writor

OM JOHNSON bas a lot to zay.
On stage, as & performing
mime, his rootlnes are [n-
tended to educate as well as

entertain.

Off stage, looking the part of a col-
lege senior, ba is ontspoken abmll his
craft and his future.

“In 10 years, I'd Lke to be Amu‘las
first true minae,” sald Jobnwen, a 20+
yupold Wayne State Un.lvr.rslty senior
who recently completed 2 15-day work-
shop with mime great Marcel Mareeau
at u:e University-of Michlgan.

“We bave no true mimes because

there Is no grammar for mlme, no
school for mime here,” sald Johnson,
‘who majors in theater at WSU.
I'd love the American publle to
wnku up to mime, to reallzae it 1s an art
form, and to support it,” he said.
JOENSON'S LOVE of theater blos-
wmed at an early age.
}lls mother, Vlrglm:, who appeared

ln plays at Marygrove College, pro-

duced children’s shows at St. Huge of
the Hllls where Johnwn, a Bloomfield
Tnhwnrhlp natlve, attended clementary
achool,

“f was put In shows and didn't even
think about it at first,” Johnson' said.
;Zhenutymlwubewu to go on

get

Johnson went on to win the “Glited/
Talented” drama award at East Hills
Juntor High and then studled dramn
:ﬁd mime :lm Tioa Kalgals at Lahser

gh Sch

“She really helped mo a lot by gete
ting me books and she had a good eye
for lt {mlme), and she always corrected
me,"” sald Johnson, who formed a mime
troupe at Lahser.

By the tlme he entered college, John-
son knew he could say the most as a

mime,

“Actora have to follow the director’s
word and the actor's words, and they
don't get to put anythlng extra into ll."
sald Johnson, who crcates hls ow:
mime routines.

“Mlme |s lel!-cxprms.lanhm We
have a gun piece = we get to reveal
our own [eellngs nbom. ear, hunting,
kililng.” '

“DEYOND TEE WALL." the newest
endeavar of Johnson and his colleagues
e Mimo, Street Mime Company,
opened at the Fourth Strect Playbousa
in Royal Oak this week, Tho flnal two
shows are next week at 8 p.m, Tuesday
and Wednesday, For ticket informa-
tlon, call 543-36688.

“When people think of mimes, Uu:y
think of the wall,” Johnson sald, press-
ing bls hands agalnst an imagloary
wall, “or yulllng the rope, or walklng -
against the w

“We want w Ahuw them there’s more
to it than that. We kave a story about
man in his space. It's about o
and prots your territory. We bope unylng the audlence 15 dumb and we
people see It and say, ‘Yeah, wodothat,  have to educate ther, hut a lot of peo-
we behave that way, don’t we,' ~ .plelivedtod nnd don’t take ume to

- loak at the unset. !

usly
they’re learning something. We're not

THE OTHER nmmm of the

“Mime Street Mmepuny are Rob- pmemnd by Rarcel Mnrpem l.u A.nn
ert Willlams frem’ Muskegon, Exnest Arbor earller thismonts, ' °. .y
McDanlel from Lapeer, and Josh White ,, “We heard rumors 'about the. M
m, wuolfotkslngcr.!oshwmmk.. n»pnndlnsunﬁymﬂwvvewnné‘
from New York Clty. * -
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“MASS APPEAL" "
ALL NEXT WEEK
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Wtckol JIM NABORS - KAY
STARR h1 xhe

wamsmu mcum
Aogust 14 FREDRICKS in the iskal
KISS ME KATE. " - .
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THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL
GREEK COMBINATION
and

th .IIM

- . | BATURDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
.~ |12 PRIMERIB. . . $0.95 e

AD i rervecd with salad bar and chokd ol
o d b

" 10081 M.15 Ortonvitie R4, =
Clarkaton, Michigan 48016

.Seven courses of excelle! ’rfood becuﬂfu.ly,
Ce served inan elegcni u’frnospher

' Experlence our new Fixed Price Menu
. or your févorite &g carte selections.:,
Eltherwcy, you will en}oy
Vineyard's Flne Dlnlng
Rmevvatian are recommended to

ensure a memorable evening
of dining and entertainment. !

Call 357-4442.
QurEarty Dining Spacials !

are sofvid from 4:30-6:30
Monday Ihnu Saturdoy.
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