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Bull fighting: a ballet of death

", By Corinne Absti
. staff wrller

Richard and Lols Kezlow of Blr
mingham are still & trifle awed by the
reception in Madrid to his lithegraphs
and palntings on bull fighting.

American taking bull fight art to
Spain s an audaclous as taking canoe
: paddles to the Indlans or fishing rods to

- tho Esklmos.

“-  But, then, Kozlow Ia as much Interna.
tlonal personality and artist as he is
bometown painter,

When he and bis family Lived In both
* Mexico and Spaln, he had an opportunl-
« 'ty to study bull fighting and the clabo-
rate ritual surrouning 't as an objec-
tive, keen-eyed observer,

The show, sponsored by the U.S, gov-
crnment. was held at u:e US. Cultural
-, Center n Madeid.

* *X MUST ADMIY I was a lttle ap-
prehens.lve uld Kozlow, remember-

ing the moments just before the open-
ing reception when they weren't cer-
taln If anyone would show up.”

But the crowd was aizeable, and un-
like those at openlngs here. Kozlow
sald many who came were tnvolved In
bull fighting.

Kozlow recalled with a smile the
woman art reviewer who is married to
a bull fighter,

“She atood In front of cach palnting
for a long time. Then zho told me she
‘Wag 80 surp! . Everything was cor-
rect, the moves, the passes, everything,
She nald it was like going to the corri-
da. Like spending the afternoon at the
corridn.”

Corrida de toros u the Spanish
phrase for the bull fight,
‘That and other

WHILE RESIDING in Spaln, the Ko-
zlows lived near the bull ring, 30 be had

. opporiunities to sea the spectacle. But

this was one of tho few trips when he
didn't take pack art supplles.

“Most of the time when we go away,
I pack my brushes and acryllcs, but
this time T didn’t. Over there the acryl-
{cs are not very good, s0 I bought a
large far, of tempers, I don't even palnt
with tempera, Then, all of a sudden, I
was palnting bull fighting In tempera
- a forglving medlum that added a
whole new thing.”

Saying that dmtb s the ceatral
theme of the bull fight, Kozlow sald, “It
Lx mal ly 2 Spanlsh experience, mnlly a

tin experience.” He added that most
Amcrlcam Aon't understand bull figit-
Ing and the tndluons and ritualistic

erased Kozlow's fears. !

. Particularly Interesting is that this
artist has depleted this most colorful of
eventsinblack and white, - -

that are part of it.

His black and whita paintings and_
suite of four lithographs seem 1o oz-
tract the essence of the drama, the rit- .
uaho! Mstortcally dictated movemeat

and Hne, right down to the flow of
blood ‘and the angle of the lance with-
out over sentamentalizing or becoming
matudlin,

‘THE BULY, FIGHT hu been pnlntcd

on velvet, done in mass-produced art in
garish color, and occasonally palnted
by masterful artists, But the purity of
Kozlow's black and white

chhnrd Ko:low '8 lithographo and paintings on bu:l!‘ght!ng axtract
the essonce of tho drama and tho ritun) of movoment without

ovar-sentimontalizing the 'sport. Tho artist frcra Birmingham at- . -

tendod bulmghlu white lvinp in Mexico and Spnh. .
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The sulte of four lith
purchased by the Taurlno Mu.seum u
well as the National Library of Spain,
which has an outstanding graphics col-
Tection,

He 13 now on apother series of paint-
ings which he would only say are also
very serions.

Kozlow, known in this country pri-,
marily gs a landscape painter, contio-
nes to do these, too, but ho ia lao moy-
lnxlnlomnnynthcrams for his sob-
ject mltu‘
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