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they were nu worth aboul '$2 cach,”
sajd.

An 18-year-old workaholic is deat-
ing in gold and silver In bls just-
opened place of business, Redford
Coin Gaileries, at 25804 Six Mﬂe

Tony Sclab.mi 's work a3 2 boy was
normal: shovellng the ‘nelghbors’
snow or mowing the nefghbors' lawns.
But he joined his father in a hobby of
coin collecting. When he was 18, the
hobby turned into a near-obsesslon.

“I 'was spending every cent I made

g weeds, or whatever § was
du!ng nl tha tme, on coins. T was
spending 30 cents for allver dimes
and when the sitver market made all
that racket a couple of years ago,

he .

The Hllls resident
dldo't cuh in on his windfa]l.

“I have an untra.conseryative fa-
ther. To fhis day, I doo't know
whether he waa right or wrong, but 1
do know that's when 1 started going to
the coln shows and conventlons, meet-

the dealers, readlog, reading,
readlng. researching, collecting, trad-

ing."

% Today, Redford Coln Gallerles is
half colns and half Jewelry.

He buys used jewelry for resale and
buys new jewelry from the factory.
He Is a broker for South African gold
colns and Englehard allver bars,

"Name the coln, and we've got It,

— his coln

Tony Sclabagsi takes care of

‘'m making it by. -
buying used jewelry for -

its welght and aelling it .

at a small mark-up and

quick turnover. . ..
2 ~— Tony Scisbass!
young entrepreneur

plus bills, both American and for-
eign” ’

SCLABASSI STUCK to his every-
cent-earned-invested-ln-coins phlloso-

phy all through junior high, Fnrmlng-: )

that s ~ In his Redford township shop,

ton mn School, nnd ono year at Unl-

* versity of Michigan, where be tocka

clazs in gemology.

He worked as & dish washer
bus boy. Through the dealers bo met
the coin shows, he was offered
work in a coln ahop, where he worked
for a time with a Livon!a dealer and

later with a dealer In Ann Arber,

“That ence was worth at
Ieast 10 {uﬂ of college. Some things
earn by doing because there

15 no texibook for IL” .

As with most coln collectors, Scla-
bass! followed the matural progres-
slon from precious metals lnto preci-
ous stones.

Sclabasal's progression led hlm nto
gold~d!pped leaves and shells sold as
jewelry, then a class in crafiing
Jowelry, then the arts and craft show
elrcuit, *

At one polnt, Sclabassl attended
high school during the day and Oak-
land Communlty College at night. He *
would also prepare for the next week-
end's craft show and the next coin
show or convention. Because the craft
showa wero so profitable, he was “al-
ways, always wondering bow I could
hgve my seven-doys-a-week craft
show.”

SCLABASSI GOT h!s seven-day-a-
week craft show witha kloak In Tally

“1 bad bad scveral brushes with the

" ute-kid stereotype before. I have tho

. newpect of ccin lealers now, but it
was haru won.

ery hard lo con-
" yince them I knew what I was talking
about, at age 15 ov 18, But the Tally
Hali (tt-awxny kl:mnnd«dan 't
o responso I got
senung & Wiosk sic th3 Rondest of
them all o take.

“T certalnly had uw mocey to pay
‘the rent, 1.certalnly rescarched
tho mall stores 50 I wam't in competi-
tion with any of the merchants. But
they just wouldn't talk to me.”

The kioek eventually waa rented by
Sclabaxs!'s mother after she recited a
speech prepared by her son.

Before the lease was up, be had
turned over the operation of the craft-
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Farmington Hlils' Tony 8clabaasl, lho 18-year-old ownor of a Red
. tord Jowalry ond coln shop, | ringhe p

for regale. “Name thoe coln and wo‘vo gott, plun bil'o. boih Amor]
can and foreign.™. -

O o

' Some 58 entries participated In the
. 1984 Farmington Founders' Festival
-: Pet Show, npomomd by Pets 'n’ Partie-

Veteriary Hospital.

~Trophies were. nwnrdcd to the llnt-

:mnd-nndlhlrd phcowlnnenlnuch

Lo Dr. Juhn H. Ricbardson of Plaza Vet-
crinary Hospital sexved as master of
“ eceremonies. Judges were Lols Carey, a

# lnncn cua {I2ft) angd

I ‘

Mnr(.amya
goiden ratriovors Kiaty (Yeft) and Jexx, who wen
first piace in tha raol evamy meisnod catogory

Pei pageam

ﬁcpeubﬂwwupartotmdlmy
during Festival week, Mot of tho en-
trics wero doga and cats, but thero
were a few ducks, hnd erabs and spl-
dm too.

iattch hold

Following are the up uu-ee !lnhhm
class:

ineach

TWO MOS‘I‘ EVENLY MATCHED

1.

PETS —
pets Misty nnﬂ Jasmine (guldm re-
“triovers); 2. Dawn Kind, Dncan.und
Ingram,

Duck No. 2 (ducks) ). Lissa
Fritz and Hefd! (schnaurers)

ofths pet ehiow ot the rc,osni Fnﬂﬁ!ngmsq Fma-
dors’ Foslival,

. <w

LONGES‘\'PE’I‘(NMB‘IO .m.)
1. Jimmy Crisp, h(&ll.la).col.nch-
©x; 2. Jenniler King, Abby (otterb
ﬁl)lncheqs Eh-lcmmn.cmdy(co
), 53

'PET WITH WAGGIEST TAIL — 1.

\ SBAGOIEST PET — 1. Sarad Balar-

. cho!lh(gnlm plg) 2. Belenle - 3
cantars, Sugar (Yorkshire terrierk 3.
llolxy Novack, Pﬂpﬁoﬂhn apoo)

MOST A.l'l‘lﬂ)l.A‘lE PET - 1. o
prizes- awarded docamse no soimol
mim-mml.de. .
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OLOPST PET. -
" Misty (Woat
mi“nm
~ Dodwlesar (mized -years; 3
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