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Hospitals face new era in d|agn03|s

Continusd from Pago 1

Ilpon admission, Medicare patients
wil) be assigned to ooe of 470 ‘dizgno-
six related groups” (DRG), based on the

atending doctor's principal dlagnosts.
Each DRG bas a specific rate of
reimbursemeant.

IF THE HOSPITAL treats the pa-
tlent for less, it can keep Lhe prefit; L it
costs more, the bospltal must absord
the loas. .

‘“The quallty of care will not be com-
promised, but the convelnence might,"
says Dr. Keancth Glinter, medical dl-
rector at Botsford.

The conflict arises when a patlent’s
"~ family feels (he patient 13 not ready to

be discharged but, under the pmp«.\
tlve pricing system, must be
charged or pay additlonal bnaplml
coats themselves.

“Under (his system, Botsford will
- malntaln the quality of care, but the
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system does give boepilala tha incen-
tive to cut costs,” says Marilyn Kuncs,
dlrector of quality assurance

charge planning and DRG corrdinator
&t Botsford, .

“We, at Botsford, make certain the
patient will recelve appropriate care
after leaving our facility, be it homde
care or purslng home care,” says

Kuncx,

The hospltal tries to make all
arangements Inclus tansportation,
mealy, even cleaning, says Kuncz.

Extended care facilitles, ssnlor cit-
zen homes, day-care centers, hospices,
out-patient treatment, physical or oc-
cupationa] therapy and rehabilitation
are the services to which Botsford
aldes in patient transition.

“We try to accommodate everyone,
the patient and famlly, but it’s a tough
job to satiafy all," says Gllnter,

""Wo are dedicatcd to qnnl.lty care,”
says Kuncz.

“We follow up home care with ln-
quiry calls to patients after thelr dls-
charge,” she adds,

Approximately 45 percent of Bats.
ford’s yearly income comes from Medi-
care, according to Kunez.

SINCE THE system began at Bats-
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) ANNA H.CLARK

Mrs. Clark, 83, of Novi, formerly of
Farmlngton, dled July 22 in Batsford
Hospltal.

Mrs. Clark was a homemaker.

Survivors Include her sons, Robert
and Allen; a, daughter, Patricla Mar-
brey, elght grandchlidren and flve
great-grandehlldren.

Servicea were July 24 at the Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home, Farmington, with
the Rev. Kean Cronln of Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic Church ofilciating.
Burlal was [o Holy Scpulchre Ceme-
tery,
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ford on Jan. 1, the hospltal hns admit-
ted appronm.uly 2,245 Medlcare pa-
tents; total admiszlons were 6,887,

The average length Of siay for pa-
tents from Japuary 1983 to June 1833
was 0.7 days according to Kunce. The
avernge leagth of stay from January
1984 to Junc 1984 was 7.7 days, a fol}
one-day reduction since the system was
enacted says Kuner

Nationally, the average length of pa-
tient stay 11 also down, says Patrick
McCalllg, spokesman for the American
Hospital Assoclation in Chicago.

One of the benefits of the syatem is
that s cduses bospital to be more cost
eificlent and forces physicians to eval-

uate tesi ures administered
to patients says m:mug.
“The DRG incenttve s to watch costs

spent oo patients without sacriflcing
paticnt care,” says M

Scheduling more out-patient surgery
where applicable also belps to reduce
costs he says. And DRG's nlso give bos-

pltals the incentlve to change thelr be-
havior as far as administering test to
patients.

“Hospitals 'are forced to evaluate
lhelrtgsun;pu wres — mlu!bg

en patlents really necessary
That's a questlon uch hospltsl must
evaluate,” says McCallig.

ALTEOUGH THE pmspecﬁva pric-
ing system will not decrease the cost of
Medicare, it will bold the rate increas-
ing coets down to a more reasonablo
level McCallig explalned. -

By l%ﬂ if there is no letup In the

cal costs, Medicare's $8.8
bﬂlloa hospll.ll Insurance fund will be
depleted, says McCallig.

By 1995 It would be In the red by as
much as $400 billion, he adds.

Take stock in America.
No ona knows how much wnl be
saved uoder the new PrOBAL 1t Buy US. Savmgs. Bonds.
too early to tell says McCallig.
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2 or 4 Week Sessions
Beginning July 18
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SHOULO CHILDRER ATTEND THE FUNERAL?
The funerel I3 a sad, but important event In

tha lite ot the tamity, Gonerally speaking, there

Is littlo justification for not parmiiting a child 1o

articipate, It allows him 1o axpross his own

ove and dovotlon. Keeping him away may
damago his sense of belonging and deprive
him of the oppertunity to share his omotlons,

Qn tho other hand, the child should nover
be forced to attond ‘lhe funoral—no matter
how thorapoutic ona thinks It might ba. At tho
same time, Iry not to make him fool any shame
or gulit for wanting to stay home. [nstead, you

lam suggost that somatime latar, when ho
fools ke I, you could vislt the comotery
logolhor

It the chlid Is to attend, then It is Important
that you explaln the dotails of the funeral
sarvico In edvance. Being woll-preparod and
to raliave unnocossary distross.

senare

THAYER-ROCK
FUNERAL HOME
33603 Grand Rivee
Farmington 474-4131

Served with Yorkshire Pudding, Salad, Rice |

Pilaf or Baked Potato and
our own Teacup Bread.

Throug'h Sunday, August 12
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« 7 days a week. 8 a:m. 'til mldnight
everyday of the year -

e Full-servlce alk-in medlcal care _
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Diet Plli Sweeping U.S.

New Grapefruit
‘Super Pill Gives
Fast Weight Loss

No Disting - Eat Al You Want

Plit Doss All the Work

BEVERLY HILLS, CA. (Spe-
cial)—An amazing new “sugc
grapefruit pill has recently been
develo; and perfcc(cd that re-
poriedly “‘guarantees’ that you
wiil easily lose at fcast 10 pounds In
10 days. Best of all, it allows youto
“*cat as much as you want of your
.favorite foods and stili lose a

pound a day or more staniing from
lhc very [iest day untif you achieve
the ideal weight und figure you
desire.” .

This "'super* grapefruit pill is a
dramatically improved version of
the world famous grapefruit dict. k
is far more effective than the
original'and eliminates *‘the mess,
fuss, and high cost of cating h:ufa
fresh grapefrait at every meal.™

*'Plil Does All tie Work'*

According to the manufacturer,
“the pill itsell does all the work
while you quickly lose weight whh
NO starvation “‘dict menus” 1o
follow, NO calorie counting, NO
exercise, and NO hunger pangs.” [t
ts 100% safe. You simply take the
pill with a glass of :water before
each meal and the amazing combi-
nation of powerful ingredients arc
so effective they take over and you
start Josing weight immediately.

Pill Has ALL Dally Vitamins

The powerful and unique combi-
nation of ingredients are what
make this a “super-pill”. It con-
tains highly potent grapefruit con-
centrate and d diufetic to help
climieate L!o..l und puifiness, Mo
need to take any vitamins to main-

. tain your good kealth and energy,

The “pill- is fonified with ALL
(100%) of -the. U.S." Government
dally vitnmin requirements.
Contains Japanese ‘Glucomunnsn®

Each pill also contains an amaz-
ingly effective amount of *‘gluco-
mannan’', the remarkable natural
dictary fiber discovery from Japan
(used successfully for over 1500

.years) that expands in vour sto-
mach and glves you a full and satis-
ficd feeling all day long.

The super-pill is already sweep-
ing the country with glowing re-
ports of easy and fast weight Joss
from formerly overweight people
in all walks of life who are now
slim, trim, and attractive again.

Now Availabie to Public
You can order your supply or
these highly successful *‘super’”
grapefruit pills (now  available
directly from the manufacturer by
mail order only) by sending 512 for
a ldday supply (or $20 for a
30-day supply, or S35 for a 60-day
supply) cash, check, or money
order ‘to: Citrus Industrics, 9903
Santa -Monica _BL, Dept. W24,
Beverly Hills, Calif. 90212, (Un-
conditlonal money-back guaranice
{if not satisfied.} Visa, MasterCard,
and Amer, Exprcss OK. (Send card
number, expiration date, and sig-
nature,) For . fastest service ‘for
credit card orders ONLY call tolt
free 1-(800)-862-6262, cx1. w4,
Cng\ﬂlhl (934,




