@be

Farmington Obseruer

@ division of Suburban Communicationa Corp.

Philip Power chairman of the board

23352 Farmington Road/Farmington, Ml 48024

a Aginlan pi

Dick Isham genoral manages )
Dan Chovaneo_advertising direcior

b v

Stove Barnaby oditor/477-5450

(]

Nick 8harkey managing editor
Fred Wright circulation director

O&E_Monday, July 30, 1984

Thls week’s Oral Quarrel guestion
asked Farmington asd F
HIla restdents: Hovw did the 1934 Foan-
ders’ Festival compare to past eventa?
How coold the festival be Improved?
Followlng are the responses:
.

I think what the festival peeds i per-
haps a car show or bull fight n the
Farmer Jack parking lot. *

This years Founders' Festival was a
blg improvement over last year and I
am very happy to sce that. I didn’t real-
ly want to go down to sce it but heard
£o macy good comments that I just bad
{o go see for myself and I do belleve
that it was a lot better. Next year I
think they ought (o stop the traffic
gelng through in front of stores where
sidewalk shoppers could get injured,
An example: in front of the atrip of
stores. Maybe they could allow parking
to the western side where the band
show is but not directly in front of the
stores. The cars coming through were
qulie dangerous for people who were
sldewalk shopplog because they were
s0 closc to the sidewalk. Other than
that there are no other improvements.,

How did the festival compare to last
year? It was supcrior to anything 1
have ever scen in Farmington. Could
the festlval be improved? No. It was A-
1. Everyone was Impressed and it was
the beat festlval ever,

My family and I had an cxcellent
tlme and we are alrcady looking for-
word 4o oozt yasr. The parnde was at
Its best.

It was a blgger nuisance this year
than it has o years past. Traffic-jams,
flea markets, ete. The only lmprove-
ment that it could have had is if it had
been ralned o,

1 £e1t that the festival was one of the
best and it could be improved by belng
extended » full seven days.

We have been to all Farmington Fes-
tvals and enjoyed them all but we da
appreclate the job Jon Graot did this
year. It was onc of the better ones.
Thank you. B

This year’s festival was fantastle and
lots of people were involved, some kids
to old people. I really think that was
good. There are lots of opportunities
for evcryone for either to 3¢l some-
thing or really get lnvolved. I think It
‘was great,

.

1 thought it was great. Much im-
proved over other years. I went down-
town Wednesday through Saturday and
people scemed to be cojoying 1t as T
saw the same people each day. Arts
and crafts corner way super. Keep up
the good work.

The festival was very nice but I cer-
talnly didn’t appreciate all those rides
down on Orehard Lake and Grand Riv-
er. T tive on toe block behind that aud

1

oral quarrel

we had a lot of extra traffic, a lot of
people who were low life golng back
and forth In thelr trallers and I thought
the whole carnival atmosphere was
very unkempt and unclean. I think the
{estival would be improved by baving
norides.

The festlval was so terrible It Is im-
possible to put ioto words. The best
way to lmprove It 1 by cither scrapp-
ing [t or hiring a professional that
knows what he s doing. It is sa cheap
that it should be just abandoned.

The 1884 Founders’ Festival was a
pleasure. There was a sense of order
about it that didn’t take away from the
fun of It. The craft area was well
represented although I hoped for a few
more patnters, We are proud of the his-

torical character of the Farmington .

area so that the only improvement that
1 could suggest to more strongly tie the
featlval activitles with the historfcal
past of Farmington. How about cos-
tume characters representing our his-
torical figures.

The festival on the whole was better
this year. Wo cnjoyed the parade when
it finally arrived. It was so late arriv-
Ing on Farmington Road that some of
the familics with children had to leave
before It got there, The parade should
not be delayed for anyone who doesa’t
wuu® up G e, Start cn time and Jet

the late arrivals take up the rear in-
cluding the pollticlans. .

It was supcr. It was like It used to be.
It was clean, The clientele was excel-
leot Tho food was superb. All In all I
couldn’t ask for more.

1 {ce! the festival was pretty nice bat
there was too many crafts and not
enough entertainment. On Saturday
night everything was over downtown
about 9 o'clock while on Orchard Lake
where they bad the ox roast everythiag
was stil] golng on tili about midnight or
80. The only good food was the
bhomemade pasta.

First of all I think when the parade s
on, everyone shouldn't have to work so
they can see the parade and stuff that
thoy always miss. That’s number one.
Number two, I think the parade could
bave been Improved a lot compared to
other years and number three I don't
think.it Is fair to have people park in
the handleap parking just because of
the festival.

We thought the festival was great
this year except for one thing. We were
sitting across from the Masonlc Tem-
ple and they let all the dignltaries and
the princesses and queen out before wo
got to see them, We were really toed

preclatod some very

Most callers favor our Founders’ Festival

off and could have cared less about
staylng but we stayed and we were
glad because it was a great parade and
we cnjoyed the festival, too,

Alfter several years of staylng away
from the featival except’ for the
craftera corners event we really enjoy-
od the parade this year and return of
the carnival. We also lke the crafters
tent in the Downtown Center. We ap-
talented work-
manshlp up there but we would also
like to see the return of Lhe historic
home tour and some peoplo wearing
Quaker costumen, some local conteat
like beard growing and things like that.

Personally we thought that the start

. of the parade was absolutely terrible.

The Jocal bands, as far a3 we are con-
cerned, were a dlsgrace to the citics of
and Hllls.

1feel that the festival bas been a sue- !
cess. We enjoy attending as a family. ;
However it does appear that tho mer- «
chants use this opportunity to unlead
items that they have sitting in thele,
storerooms and it has gotten ta be dis-r
hearting to see the junk that i3 set out.

1 would say it could be lmproved by
stopping those siren-happy firemen. It
1s 50 cruel to the horses and cspeclally
to that horse and buggy in that aged
;-nup float that came behled it Please
stop Lhat siren blewlng.

For the most parts, festivals are lots
of fun and a nice tradition, Why doesn't .
er cover It bet- .

Fi

Thero was no call for the patade belog
over an hour late. There was no an-
nouncements made as to swhy.

The parade was super, My slster was
in the dunk tank for Farmington High
Schoo) and I lked watching her get
dunked. I hope they do that agaln next
year.

This 13 the best festival in the five
years we lived in Farmington. I hope it
continues to be just as successful as it
waa this year,

the F

ter? It's fun to read tha local paper and
read | ovents and scenery and peo-.,
ple I recognize, I want to know whoo
won the parade. I want o sec friendyin <
the crowd, T want to read about experi- -
ences, Fireworks in lhe sky may be
m’. photography but they could have

exploded anywhere.

.

I think it is a shame that there wash'Ts
mote communlty booths in the festlval.S
T understand it cost too much to have a *
booth. The parade was to late, too long
and who needs Shaklee but O’'Shechans |
was very nice with thelr outdoor cafe.
Nuch belter than lust year,
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