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Marks is best bet

for councii race E

" FARMINGTON HILLS residents have a
singular chance this year to nudge their
pity councll one step closer to a more pro-
gressive and secure future by voting for
Ben Murks in the Aug. 7 primary.

‘The city 15 golng through a transforma-
tion that was slowed enly slightly by the
recent economle recesslon. With growth
once again a famlliar part of the suburban
landscape, many cruclal decisions are
golng to be made that will affect the clty
for years locome,

Conslderlng the inferior quality of re-
cent city leadershlp, the recesslon was, in
a strange sort of way, a blessing for
Farmington Hllls ‘While the cconomy was

d otherwl y d i
were postponed.

But a new era has come to this fledgling
city. A new city manager recently was
named — one in whom resldents can in-
vest a great deal of hope. Council philoso-
phy is tilting back, ever so slowly, to a
more sensible and moderate course.

Marks, outspoken as he ls, also
possesses a more reflective side — one
that cares about the city’s future rnthur
than just what is expedient.

Expediency is an attribute too common
among some present and recent past city
council members.

His record demonstrates real concern.

One of the city’s founders, he worked
actlvely to bring the area out of its anti-
quated townshlp stupor. And for those who
remember, that wasn't casy,

Besides serving as a charter commis-
sloner, he political
by chairing the controversial housing
commisslon that dealt with the bitter fight

. over senior citlzen housing,

Marks put the importance of the hous-
ing issue before the future of his political
career. He was defeated In a previous
council race because of those beliefs.
Many other persons would have given up
in frustration, but desplte aspersions cast
his way by many persons, Marks contln-
ues to be active.

He has served on the building authority,

the bulldlng board of appeals and, most

importantly, on the very important plan-
nlng commission for more than five years.

Marks understands the city’s needs bet-
ter than any other candidate. He will be
an outspoken advocate on a city council
that nceds direction in its all-important
public debate,

His decisfons will be made on the basls
of vast experience and regard for the fu-
ture,

Marks has more than paid his dues and
demonstrated his dedication. He s the
best choice.

Study in contrast

dawns on cable T

'IHi FINER things in life are the con-
! trasts.

Sometimes It's enjoyable to drink a
. very dry wine. At others, sweet and fruity
: pleases our palates just fine.

The local-access cable-television sta-

tion has come up wlith an interesting com-

" bination that not only should be informa-
. tlve but some really good enlertainment.

And talk about contrast. Watch out.

IN THIS CORNER we've got the one,
+ the only Fred Lichtman, intellectual ras-
- cal, former mayor and councllmember as
well as one of the loundmg fathers of
Farmington Hills,
In the other corner we've got Slster
. Mary Ignatius, art teacher extr

crackerbarrel
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SISTER IGNATIUS IS one of the most
fasclnating persons you'll be fortunate to
meet In a lifetime, Her speclalty ia teach-
ing others how to become better than av-
erage artists. You've got to see the results
of her work to belleve it.

You'll get that chance at 1:30 and 7:30
p.m. Aug, 6, The second show will be on at
6 pm. on Aug. 8. You'll be charmed by
thls woman, whose talent deserves more

. witly of tongue and graclous of manner, A
: real charming lady.

. Each of these persons is golng to have a

' chance at stardom on the local-access

. channel. For the unlnitiated, that's chan-
* nel 12 on your dtal.

Licktman, who without a doubt was one

of this city's most outspoken leaders. wul

' air a panel talk show on

publie than it bas L I fell
in love with her years ago. I really did.
You will, too,

Don't be kldded by the nun's garb. She is
& gutsy, determlined person ~ a match for
Fred on any given day, Maybe we’ll see

that some day.

NOT SO coincidentally,, these two are
brnnght to you through the bard work and
of

Lark

clal toples. Retired to lms
been lured back to taik about a.nd wlth lo-
: cal powerbrokers,

Sure would be interesting’ w see what he
thinks about the millage debate going on
among his former counci! colleagues.

:  Truth s, you've got to see Fred to enjoy
: hlm. Not everybody does — enjoy him,
; that is. The retired oll company executive
; was knawn for his sharp tongue and keen
* wit. Those who came up on the other side
of an Issue usually found themselves intel-
lectunlly brulsed and psychologlcally
battered.
But those who knew him on @ more per-
sonal basis, realized that he was a mag of
" true compassion.

son who deserves a lot of credlt.
Samoullen- is the executive of the
Southwestern Oakland Cable Commission
(SWOCC).

of

The
Farmington, annlnzton Hills and Novi,

The citles launched thelr own consortium
to deal with the MetroVision franchise.
Lark is your full-time cable watchdog.
One of her main duties is to ensure that
cable works for yow She has done a yeo-
man’s job by making sure the local access
channel is -quality.- Unlike other cities
where the concept has. falled mlaenbly
local access i3 working here. .
Programs with Lichtman nnd Ignatius
ald l.n making local pmgnmmlng viable.

- ‘ed.The has sparkling clean
' But, bguwol’nll. kids can bave fun in the

" AAERIER A ECEHTRIG, PAPERS

Nichols stands out for sheriff

SIX CANDIDATES are running, but it's
a two-man race for Oakland County sher-
1tf in the Aug. 6 primary. And the two both
happen to be on the Republican ticket.

The nod should go to Jehn F. Nichols,
who is best equipped to take over and re-

undersheriff In Oakland County, boasting
freely of his colleague’s ability ih manag-
ing the 450-member department. More
recently, Nichols has been police chief in
Farmington Hills.

Of late, Spreen seems to have had an

store morale in the dep belng va-
eated by Johannes Spreen,

Nichols has handled other big jobs, In
Detrolt, he worked his way up from reokie
cop to police commissioner. Nichols made
a 1973 race for mayor that, though unsue-
cesstul, still reflected credit on him and
hls profession.

Spreen then brought Nictols an board as -

d serles of conflicts with per-
sons in hls departments, suspiclons of
their loyalties, political clashes with other

restore it.
The other major candidate {s James
Stewart, public safety direetor of Hunt-

ington Woods.
Slewnrt has been elected to posltions of
in police iations and has

me respect of other professionals, In Qak-
land- County, of all counties, public offi-
clals must work togem?r because no one

county offfce holders and a p
lack of respect for others in the law en-
forcement profession.

By all accounts, morale is at a low ebb.
‘And by all accounts, Nichols has the re-
spect of people in the department and can

unit of go' the county.
Compared to Nichols, Stewart has a
disadvant inthat his i is with

one department, and a falrly small one at
that. In any race that didn't include Ni-
chols, Stewart would be outstandlng,

A strong ‘yes’ for Oakland parks

EACH ELECTION that It's on the bal-
lot, the 0.25-mill property tax for Oakland
County parks seems to win stronger sup-
port. And each year, more and more resi-
dents find delightful recreation close to
home at the nine county parks. The parks
are expected to draw 1.5 million fans thia
year, up 50,000 from last year and 400,000
from nine years ago, ~

The tax, which brings in about 60 per-
cent of the parks and recreation commis-

Oakland park fun well run

WHERE DO YOU take a team of kid |
baseball players?

It's traditional for a coach to hold a
season-endlng party, Last year I had tak-
en a group of 10-12-year-old, boys to a
‘Tiger baseball game. Other popular
cholees are cookouts or a visit to Chuck E.

Cheese, .

But I was looking for something dlffer-
ent. I heard of another coach who had tak-
en his players to the wave pool at Water-

ford Oaks, & park in the Qakland County °

Parks and Recreation system. It sounded
“‘Ukeagoodidea. 1 -
- Soon Saturday morning nine boys load-
“ed Into my.station wagon and wo took a
.40-minuts trip to Waterford Oaka.

1 was very im, by the wave pool.
The locker room ! clean and well-orga-

! nxmmdecknmundmepoolucarpel-

.water. without -being “accomplished
swimmers. They can wade into the water
and ride the waves wit.hout ever rwlm-

;hanvepoolhadaubfawa-:y

Atu»ininx
tenllde.llyouhnvgn‘t gone down a water
- -slide, you're missing something. You te on
& mat.as the water swirls yon down and
“around a funnel on an exciting trip. At the

end you are dmpped in a pool of water,

It's mtreshlna fnvigorating.
%e ‘l’.L.lw pocl 1s we:ll-nx d“tPour‘
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sion’s $6.2 million operating and capital
budgets, has been in effect 18 years. For
legal reasons, the ballot language will say
“increase,” but actually it's a flve-year
renewal.

We stmnaly recommend a yes vote on
the county proposal Aug. 7.

To the owner of a house valued at
$80,000 and assessed at half that amount,
the quarter-mill will cost $10 a year. The
revenue helps provide capltal money and

Nick .
Sharkey

inslde a locker as I had instructed, [ was
sure the day would be ruined by a stolen
clothes bag.

Not to worry. An attendant took me to
the lost and found where his dnlbes bag
was niltlng on uxe floor,

QAELAND COUNTY parl:s have an
important day coming up. On Tuesday,
Aug. 7, a onequarter mill operating re.
pewal 1s on the ballot. Every five years
Oakland voters are anked to supporl thelr
parks at the voting boot

An owner o(abmueusmedat QSO 000
(860,600 market value) would pay $7 per

. yearlorthcparkmiﬂnxr_mmmder"

can’ probably “atready figure out, I tlunk
that §7 peryenrl.mdy "

mml.oalpuh
andunvopool

holds down admissions fees to an afford-
able level,

QOakland parks are an intermediate-
slzed form of recreation between the
community park and the larger, more dls-
tant state parks. County parks cater to a
varlety of interests for all members of the
family. They are convinelng evidence that
government can do some things right.

Observer & Eccentric Nmpapen

next year at Red Oaks in Royal Oak. "

IT HAS LONG been my contention that
county parks are great untapped re-
sources, At a time when we are looking
for inexpensive recreation cloge to home,
county parks fill the bill.

One of the promises 1 made myself at
the beginning of the summer was to visit
more county parks, After my experlence
at Waterford Oaks I'm looking forward to
using more parks ln August.

-T'was even more impressed when at the

.| end of the day one of the boys sald, ' This

was ‘more fun than going l.o !he 'l‘lger
‘game last year,” -

In.the year of the. 'l'igm, that'n aa,zlqg
umethlng




