County loses parks director on eve of election .

By Tim Richard
slaff writer

Wayne County revealed {t hay hig
plans for fts dormant park system by
hiring R. Eric Relcket away lmn the
Qakland County Parks and Recreation
Commlssion.

Reickel, 49 of West Bloomfield ro-
slgned effectiva Aug. 10 and will start
work the following Mbudny a2 superin-
tendent of parks in Wayne County,
‘which wants {o quadruple Its parks
budget.

“We recruited him” sald Wiltlam
Oakley, managing dlrector of the
Wayne Counly Road Commission, over-
seer of Lhe slx county parks. “I read his
-resume and talked to a Jot of people.
Then I called him one doy and asked
him, ‘What'll it take to get your hm?'

-lpcntwme time convineing him."

Relckel has a natlonal reputation as

-one of the top professionals in commu-
~nlty recreation. Only last week be
“recelved an award from the National
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Programs, fa0|l|t|es blossomed under Relckel

Assoclation of State Outdoors Liatson
Ofticers.

REICEEL'S DECISION made Oak-
land effislals nervone bocquss thoy
have a property 25-mill tax m«wll
quun.lononthemg.'lhulat.

Oakley sald Wlm Cvunty Execu-
tive Willlam Lucas will {n-
creaning  the nrb budget from
$800,000-plus to abmu $3.1 millfon. The
current budget has a posltion of super-
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but the position has hccn unfilled.

WAYNE COUNTY parks — the most -
well known of which u Edward Hines,
in the Mlddle Rouge River valley —
have been in a weed. in

the general fund budget, with the Um:e
member County Road Commlsslon
Ing as park trustees.

“My Idca i3, if we're golog to have all
this real estate in parks, we gotta make
u:c of it,” Oamy sald. “Eric has a lot

recent years and for mllch of this year.
Except for an “Activities Day" this
spring, there have been virtually no
recreation programs for years,

Wayne County parks are flnanced by

QOakley and Bill Johnson, press secre-
tary for County Exccutive William Lu-
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Reh:hl left his marks by improving
facilitles, organixing =zctivities, pro-
moting public use of the parks and rals-
Il.ng fec revenues to supplement tax

700

WINT, WIO revealed Relckel's job
switch, listed these achievements dur-
ing Reickel's 32-year tenure:

@ The state’s first wave-action

.mWnlcr!ordO&b.ﬂthnmndloﬁ-

cas, sald thoy visualize try

low next year at Red Oaks,
e A t ford Oaks.

skling and many
for the Wayne parks system.

o A nlne-hol ve golf course,
driving range and the nation’s flrst

in community recreation. from
wdzlpn State ’Unlvusity His ﬂnt .

A 4,000-square-foot ulnrc eenter
10 open this fall.

@ A water coaster at Groveland
Oake.

raise money and land for recreation.

REICKEL HELD every toajor post
in the Michigan Recreation aod Parks
Assoclation. -

He Is particularly uuve 1o prodding

parka 1o to lobby their
o ‘or Tand #0d

To 19823 o vies chalrman of e

water conservation :

board of the Natlonal Recreatlon and .

Parks Amsociation’s Revenues Sonmn .

Management School,
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