Mental heal

By Kethy Parrish
atatf writor

Used to cutbacks, Oakland County
mentat health officlals are pinching
bemselves at the thought of gettlng
$3.1 milllon to expand services.

But some of the people who use those
scrvices object to the way the state
Wants the monwy spEnt,

Appearing - before the county’s
Health and Human Resources Commit-
tee, resldents urged more programs for
mentally HI adults.

‘The 1984 expansion money Is slated
for mentally 1 children and adoles-
cehits, hearing Impalred, Hisparlc cll-
ents and developmentally dlsabled
(DD) adults aver age 28, (People who
are developmentally disabled are those
with autlsm, cpllepsy, cerebral palsy
and/or mental retardation.)

Programs for mentally il aduits arc
expected ta be a atate funding priority
next fiscal year.

“1 want to encourage your support
for the mentally 11,” Bill Hayes toid
county commissioners, The Boverly
Hllls lawpar has a mentally 11l son.
“But I'm sgainst the budget alloca-
tlons, We can no longer accept budget-
ary diserimlnation agalnst the mental-
ly ill adult.”

‘VHLE CONCERNS grew out of the an-

t D+
of Mental Health will give Oaklznd

commlssloners to allocate $91,758 in
matchipg funds from Oct. 1 through
Dec, 30, The county would have to alio-
cate another $175,101 for Jan. 1
through Sept. 30, 1985,

“I know it's a whole hell of a lot of
money, but ¥ think you can sce tho need
la great,” sald Malueg, who called the
request the “most important thlog I've
had to ask you for,”

While asklng the commissloners to
pass the proposal Intact, he admitted a

would be blo to

MICHIGAN DKPAR!MmT of Men-
tal Health is providing funds to help pa.
tlents Mnlucg aaid haye been under-
served. Included aro Hispanic, kearing
Impaired, developmentally disabled
adults who've left public sehool :w
cinl-educstion programs, and parents
of clients who need respite care and
other family support scrvices.

Also [ncluded are:

® Admissl

County $2,668,597 to expan
ming, The money will be avnllab]e
from Oct. 1, 1984 (o Sept. $0, 1085 if the
county mnu:hu 10 percent of it.

Burlng the past two years, the state
has cut back the amount it gives Qak-
land County for mental health services.
Most dramatic was an October 1992
cut of $2 million and 31 staff members.

Citlng urgent need for more treat-
ment  services, Community Mental
Health Services Board tor Thom-
as J. Malueg Wednesday pleaded with

bim.

“I'm open to anything, frankly. We
need this £0 badly.” .

While approving the proposal, which
gocs next to the county's finance com-
mittee, commissioners expressed some
concern over the state determining
how the money will be used.

“It’s their (the state's) priorities or
nothlng. And we have to make sure
thelr priorities arc ours and cducate
then to our coneerns,” said Malueg.

charge planaing staff to wcrk wlth pa-
tlents entering and leaving Clinton Val-
ley and Fairlawn Centers. Tho two
state hospitals in Pontlac deal with
mentally 11l adults and children respee-
tlvcly.

® Development In Commerce Town-
ship of two six-bed (mler-cnm bomes
for dlsabl
Townshlp residents would help plan
and operate the homes,

- tally Ul were members
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th budget boost Ignores adu

APPEARING ON behn.l! nl Lhé o
the Alllanes

Valiey and F‘alxlnm to prlva!c bospl~ -
tals, " de

Commlssloners were atso tld aboot
lack of homes for mentally ill patients,
day-care programs and other services

llkempluuremmmolnpav'

tlent fn the home.

“Many patients are in thc hote with
thelr parents,” explalned Dorothy
McQueen, who has a mentally il son.
:ubl].ke living with a ticking time
ml
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An attempt to rebid the work on (he Oakland County Jail
has been vetoed by County Executive Danlel Murphy.

“We econformed to falr practices of advertialng, and it
would be grossly unfalr and grossly In error u we reject the

celving a Jetter from a Pontiac law {lrm on behalf of Price

Brothers Roofing Co., which hay done repalr work op the jasl

roof but was not offered a chance {0 bld on the new roof.
"Inasmuch a8 Mr. Price is both a minerity and a resident

method employed by you ln a'mlln the contract'(n
uan," stated the letter from Hatchelt, DoWalt, Haicheﬂ &

"We bave further learned that some of the mhchn
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Wednesday, Aug, 220d 930 p.m. - 12p.m. | 10 bld of the lawful bidder,” explained Murp! of the City of Pontiac, other members of this commu- bitting bids on Lh ect calledt by -
g Ad‘:ﬂ:}‘;ﬂ:ng 0d $30 pam. - 12 p.an The $482,366 roofing job wupawnrded to Minhtgnn Roof- nity h.'lvey ot gu’t‘r‘:‘g’:’nl the “, e 8 mm e %?t’hu wero personally called II
Aug. 22-Aug. 29 ing and Sheet Metal, a Detrolt firm which happens to be a .
women's business enterprise. =
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“The nod should go to John F. Nlchols, who is bast equlpped tc
take over and restore morale In the department belng vacated:by
Johannes Spreen...Compared to Nichols, Stewart has a disadvan-’
tage In that his experlence Is with one department and a fairl

The Eccanldc Newspapols, August z 1984

“What is most amazing. about candldale John Nlchol h|
natura! leadership ability. Even in Spinal Column Newswaekly 3
candidate interviews, Nichols took the Iead, and his opponents
‘seemed to rally behind him and support his polnls of :
It makes him the natural cholce for the nominatio
. Splnal colmnn Newsmktx Auqum
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“In our visw, John Nichols should be nominated...He has Ieamed

command through successive asslgnments of Increasmg respon-

sibility and has proved he can handle them!
Datmlt Netvs, July 31, 1984
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