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‘Fluke’ ac

ment program at St. Mery Hospital in
Liyonta,

ARK ERIC STEINWEDAL
dld 50 well in death what he
wa3 best remembered for in

- life — giviog of himself.
Stcliimedal — “Steim* to hls pals —
dled at age 18 from [njuriey suffered In
an: auto accldent June 30. But that
wasn't the end of things. It was really

the beginning,

A June 1984 graduate of Churchill
High School, the Livonla youth became
the first donor in a new organ procure-

dled July 3 from braAn
stem Injuries resulting from the accl-
dent [n which two friends were acrious-
Jy lnjured. The accident occurred at I-
275 and Slx Mlle ‘Road in Livonia.
Steinwedal was driving and apparently
fell asleep. The car left the road,
flipped over and wound up In a culvert.
All three youths were thrown from the
car,

THE CAR, a 1379 MERCURY Capri
l_ Mark's pride and Joy — was a tota]
03,

The other two youths, Richard Plek-
ering, a lUfelong friend of Stelowedal’s,
and Rick Faclone, an acquatntance
{rom work, recelved fractured verte-
braes. Both are recove:

The trio had attended the movies and
had then epeot soms Uieo «i Camp
Dearborn where the Stenwedals have
a mobile home.

Pickering and Faclone said they feli
asleep on the way home, 80 it Is ns-
sumed that Stelnwedal also fell asleep,
his mother said.

‘ The accldent was described as a
“fluke” fn terms of how It helped inlti-

Al the world Is indeed a stage for a
dedicated group of Metro Detroit ac-
tors and actresses,

Tuesday, Avg. 14, durlng the press
apd VIP preview for American Cancer
Soclety’s Great American Lockup, that
stage will include the Tally Hall food
emporium in Farmington Hills,

3 Actors stage jail and

Hurd, Emily Schrelber 2nd Ralph
Varatka,

‘The preview i3 an evenlng extrava-
ganza that will klek off four days of
“Jail" and “bail” fund ralsing with live
music, fashion shows, auctlons and
gotrmet eating expericaces,

“While prominest Oakland County
cltizens are ‘bailing’ themselves out of
the Tally Hall slammer by phoning
friends for donations to the American
Cancer Soclety,” Mclntosh said, “the
professionals will play ‘atreet theatre'
roles as maglstrate, Keystooe cop, pris-
oner and assorted TV and Hollywood
look-alikes.”

Great American Lockup chalrwom-
an Dolly Chauser Schiclano reports
that a limited number of reservations
for the VIP and press preview are still
avallable.

“We Invite {ricnds of the American
Cancer Soclety who want to joln the
medln personallties and local ‘celebri-
tics who will be there,” she says, “to
call 557-5353 for reservations.”

oforo magistrate Ralph Varatka by Koystone cop Al
Hubbs, vagrant Bllly Field begs Carrle Hall to ball him out of the
Groat Amaerican Lockup slammor.

ato the fledgling organ donor progrs
at the hospltat, St, Mary offlcial 'mm
“MARK WAS

THE PERFECT do-
nor,” sald a hospital spokesman, “He
did pot have any injuries to any other
part of his body — m nrima sameioiis 1o
the organ donor
even bave any broken bones — which
Wwas ammaring for that kind of accldent.
The whole thing was a fluke.”

The Stelnwedals had known since
Mark recelved his drivers licensa at
age 18 that he wanted to participate In
the organ donor program.

“When ke got his driver’s lcense, tha

bail-out fund-raiser

Schiclano explains that the $25 dona-
tlon will fnclude eomplimentary food
and refreshments at Tally Hall's 30-
odd restaurants,

“And of course,” she emphasizes,
“'guests will also have the opportunity
to ‘Jall’ cach ather to benefit the Amer-
lean Cancer Soctety.

Proceeds from the preview and the
public “jafling” eveots Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, and Satarday witl
support the soclety’s programs In re-
search, education, and patient services,

Wedneaday's lockup schedule s 6
a.m. {0 8 p.m. Thursday's and and Sat-
urday's is 12 noon to 8 p.m, Friday’s s
12 noon to 12 midnight.

cident initiates organ donor program

forms were in there. Wa talked about it
and he said, ‘i apything happens to me,
woulda't it be great to help someone
elso out? " Helen Steinweda) recalled
his saylng. His 21-year-old brother
Tisiininy iwvk i same action, she sald,

Upon learnlag soon after Mark was
admitted that there was no hope for
¢ and Helen

od as the flrst
organ donation in the new program.
A SURGICAL team from the Organ

e

gan donor label 20 stating on his driv: '
cr's license, the driver’s license was
lost inl!ko mdde:;l_. . ‘ -
While a proj witnessed donor la-
el proprly whtzesed door
written permission from the next-of.
kin I3 noceasary at the time of death, |
said Richard Pietroski, hospital coopd]. *
nator for the organ procurement agen-

cy. '
The organ donor label, witnessed by -
daughters,

apouse, sons or s or -
brothers or sters, only heips asyure
that th the o-

Procurement Agency of Mich
which coordinates the donations, was
summoned. They were'abls to retrieve
his kidneys, pancreas and cornea,

‘The hospltal had only complated ar-
rangements o few weeks before for the
prfmm to be instituted at the hospl-
n ;

Mark was alive when he was admit-
ted to the hospltal in the early morning
bours of June 30 but “We were told
there wasn't any hope,” .Helen
Stelnwedal said.

“It was really hard thing to do, but I
knew that's what he wanted,” sho sald
of the declalon 10 go ahead with the or.
gan donatlon.

It was especially difficult, she sald,
in the next few days when she watched
her son acemingly’ appear to get better
in the period before the braln waves
ceased.

“When be came in, be had a black
eye, and every day I could see that get-
ting better and better,” .

oy
nor’s wishes, be sald, .
Having to actually sign the consent -
papers “is where things usualiy fall
apart,” Pletroski sald. However, even
if the family signs and they declde not
donate, we go along with their wishes.
“Organ dopation gives hope to the
sulfering and comfort to the grieving.”,.,
IN MARK'S CASE, IT meant life Ims,,
proved substantlally for threc people.
One of his kidneys went to a S1-year---
old woman who was on dialysls. Tha .,
second went to a 12-year0ld boy.,,.
1

Bank,

While Mark's heart waa retrievable,
there was no patient reclpleat on -
record, but an attempt.was made to -
{ind one, Pietrowski sald,

One of the factors Is time, he sald,
‘The surgical team has a $6-48-hour lee: -
way for kidney reclpents, 12-2¢ for®

To =allow zny d the
Stelnwedals, as thelr son's legal next-
ol-kin, had to give written permizzion.
Here agaln, the nature of their son's ac-
cldent figured Inthe events,  °

WHILE THE ALS were
aware of their son's wishes and the or-

, but only three-four hours for .
heart transplants. Slze is an important
ctiteria also. In Mark's case, “He was a
big boy — he was Meel-,b and weighed w.
about 160 pounds, There'was no one on 13
the lst that o matched,” Pietrowski -
sald.
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