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Wayne parks

pick a wi

THE FIRST reactlon in Pontinc was a
shudder of horror. Eric Reickel was leay-
ing as manager of the county parks, and
the news couldn’t have leaked out at a less
opportune time ~ just as voters were
being asked to renew the parks tax,

But on further reflection, there must
bave been a swelling with pride. Wayne
County was luring Relckel away to build
up its parks system, barcly more than a
grass-cutting operatian, and sometimes
not even that.

Eric Relckel, 49, of West Bloomfield, is
hardly a houschold name unless you are a
serious student of parks and recreation.
He is not a flamboyant personality, llke
Lecnard Bernstein or Woody Hayes, but
there s an unmistakable mark of genlus
in what he does.

OAKLAND HIRED Relckel a dozen
years ago, when Its own parks operation
was a fledgling affalr. It amounted to six
parks with 2,200 acres.

Today, it amounts to nire parks with
3,700 acres and some major achieve-
ments: the state's first wave-action pool
with a second one to follow, the nation's
first winter-time domed golf driving
range, a water slide, modern catmnpsites,
nature programs, organized bus tours, and
many other programs.

Relckel marked out new tralls as he de-
veloped the a county park system. On one
hand, he couldn't just stake out woodlands
and say, “Here it is, folks. Walk through
it." The state and federal governments
are doing that.

On the other, he couldn’t be totally pro-
gram otiented, as a city park system
might be.

Somewhere in between was a unique
nlche to be filled. It was the kind of niche
no county in Michigan ever had filled be-
cause most Michigan countles operate a
courthouse and jail and let it go at that,

nner

At one polnt — the 1976 millage renew-
al, to be preclse — some critics thought
Oakland's park operation was getting too
much like an amusement park, and other
critics thought more attention ought to be
pald to the populous “south end.”

Relckel and the county parks and rec-
reation commission addressed the crit-
cisms forthrightly, and the system
prospered for it. Attendance has been in-
creasing at the rate of 100,000 a year and
is expected to reach 1.5 million in 1984,
putting Oakland County parks in the same
lcague with the Detroit Tigers as a recre-
ation attraction.

WAYNE COUNTY Executive Willilam
Lucas served his coastituents notice he in-
tends to go first class by hiring Relckel.

Another sign is that Lucas is asking the
County Commission to gquadruple tbe
parks system’s budget — from about
$300,000 to $3.1 million.

ess knows, Wayne County parks
can use it. Elizabeth Park on the Detroit
River makes some weep. Many residents

near Edward Hines Parkway, p eling
the Middle Rouge River In the western
suburbs, see it as a trouble spot and rowdy
hoven, .

Lucas is saying a combination of more
money and Eric Relckel can turn the sltu-
ation around, and we say he is right,

REICKEL'S NEW job won't be easy,

Hines Park, for example, i3 not a com-
pact plece of property where you can con-
trol access at a couple of polnts and
charge admissions, It snakes along for 22
miles and i3 only a couple of hundred
yards across, with traffic crossing at
many polnts. So the Wayne County job
won't be just more of the same for Relck-
el,
No doubt the new man will sce the
problems as opportunities and do some-
thing creative about them. .

Dads should warn

kids about

FATHERS SHOULD tell their daugh-
ters — sons, too — never {0 pose nude for
o photographer. More bad things will hap-
pen than they can imagine.

In all that has been spoken and written
about the Vancssa Williams case, no one,
to my knowledge, has spelled out that ele-
mental lesson. .

The dethroned Miss America blamed
Penthouse magazine for not telling her in
advance what it was publishing, She
blamed photographer Tom Chiapel. She
blamed the pageant. She blamed the me-
dia. But never did she Indicate her father
bad advised her agalnet her actions or
criticized her for them afterwards,

HERS ISNT ao isolated case. Bad
things like this are happening ali the time.

® A friend from Westland tells of a

phers mado a batch of duplicates
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Jaycees s

Southfield Jaycees are taking applica-
tions from women between the ages of 18
and 35,

The Southfleld Jaycees may be the first
chapter in the nation to accept women ap-
plicants, Michigan Jaycee .chapters are
planning to meet next week in Marquette.
They are expected to change their consti-
tution to permit women members.

“We are going out of our way to wel-
come women,” Southfield president Ber-
nie Tranchada sald. “Women are getting
aut into the workforce and deserve to be
in groups like the Jaycees,”

The Michigan Jaycees action comes a
few weeks after the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that Jaycees must accept women. .

LOCAL JAYCEE LEADERS admit
there will be awkward moments as wom-
en are admitted.

“Some guys -object that our meetings

“ will no longer be 'guys night out,’" said

Southfield's Tranchada. “But 1 figure the
Jaycees come first and the guys can play
poker on anothernight.”

. The biggest drawback seems to be the

Y Tim
Richard -

of the group’s women's auxili-
ary, called Jaycettes or Jaycee Women.
Jaycettes will no longer exist and women
must join the Jaycees, Jaycettes are usu-
ally wives of Jaycees, .

» “Some women are really ticked off-
about the Supreme Court decision,” said

ing up wom

en

a ‘different world,'" sald'

Thurman Dalrymple Jr, Dalrym in is
of the Bi B ,

Jaycees. “They don't feel it's fair that

they will lose their positions as board

:?erx:?:cm of the Jaycee Women organiza-
on,

Desplte the misgivings of some women,
Dalrymple sald he views the change as
“positive and wonderful,

“We're golng to work to make the tran-
sition as painless as possible,” he said.

SO NOW THAT loca} Jaycees are moy-
ing to admit women members, what about
other local service clubs? How about the
Rotary, Optimists, Kiwanls and Lions?

Consider that for the. first time in the
history of this nation white males are no
longer the mafjority of the work force. Ac-
cording to a study by the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics, white males now. make
up 49.8 percent of the work force, In 1970
white males made up 53.6 percent of the
workforce, i

‘“The numbers are very dramatic and

Samuel Ehrenhalt, a commissiener for the.
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. :
The world may be different, but it's:
business a3 usual for your local service’
club, Service club members who want to
admit women are the butt of good-na- |
tured jokes. But to some it's no laughing;
matter. ' L2
They belleve, as I do, that it's outmoded:
and unfair to exclude women from alt.
male service clubs. Service clubs functign}
as a means for a town's leaders to get:tp. )
gether informally. When they were start. ;
ed early in this century nearly all women!
worked at home. o
THAT HAS changed as the statisies:
above indicate. But the rules for admb
slon to local service clubs have oot!
changed. And they probably won't witil!
the Supreme Court makes another dec)- ¢
sjon specifleally Including the Rotary, Op-
mists, Kiwanis and Lions in the Jayéce
decision. . )
In-Rochester vice president Tom Muir |
sald the Jaycees and Jaycee Women have !
already started joint meetings. “We want
to be the first chapter to let women in on
the declsion-making process,” Mulr sald.
Meanwhile ‘Southfield boasts that it is |
the first chapter to slgn ip women,
What a difference a Supreme Court de-
cslon makes. . . ..

pletures of herself to a boyfriend. A friend
shot a roll of flim, which was sent to the

.local K mart for processing. A photo lab

employce recognized her from high
school. Soon there were prints of her torso
all over town. The last I heard, she was
sulng Kmart.” Actually, Kmart should
have sued her for entlcing its employees
to waste tlme and company printing pa-

® A married woman in another state
posed nude for her husband. A year later,
they split. The man, feeling the bitternesy

collected, The moral of the story s
you dan't trust JOur OWn spouse.

. ' PHOTOGRAPHER Tom Chlapel did’
- not treat Williams unfairly. He may have

ever -
that

paid her, and he may have got her signa- -
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Smaller turnout, smarter voting

NOW IS THE time for edltorinl writers,
political scientists and city clerks to
lament the fact that 80 few voters particl-
pate in the electoral process. .

The August primary Is a traditlopal

yawner and even more 8o this year, The
turnout statewide was about 20 percent.
In some communities it was lower.

Wayne County Clerk James Killeen
complalned that this election continues a
trend In the U.S..of low participation in
elections — the “lousiest voting recard In
the free world” is bow he put it.

1ind It discomforting to dt

N )
name often enough, he might vole for that
candldate,

Any public discussion of the issues ~— If
Indeed, there are any issues — s ignored

by the maj}

of the voting public, Some -
certain

‘Informed voters may know how

think it'may be (hat the fewer voters -or pro- or antl-abortion.
are, ter. - r But even Informed voters seldom know
o how opponents for various offices differ in
HIGB VOTER tu the vi and
more votlng by people.who know nothing N -
about . " THE CANDIDATES tend to reduce all
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|  of some - won't allena -
andidnwlchmct‘?orprludlw ope, - Pes they wo =
tiveness based on bow he or k3 or - Thelr statemests blur together, and the
what polltical jobs have been performed  candidates e
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store parking lot, I wouldn't know n'nJ.'
thing about him and therefore wouldh®
know how inexperienced he was, U

THIS BEING a primary election, ¥ kad
to classify myself a Democrat or a Rey!
publican even though I claim to be inde:
pendent, as do most voters. "

There were a host of county officers gu
the ballot, ‘all Democrats and all unop:
posed, moulyeounty,-w_fdeeoutmm
for drain commissioner and T will bet
pext vacation that you can't {ind one

in 10,000 who can tell you any diff
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