éy Robin Galnes
spocla writer

¢ ‘The mood waa right for an evealng of
¢oo), funky sounds: the hot humld
weather, & raln-coaked lawn, the smell
of fried chicken and the crack of seals
belng pulled off ice cold beer. Unfor-
{unately, Lou. Rawls' uninspired per-
formance didn't blend with the spirited
atmosphere of the evenlng.

'\ Rawls' short 55-minute set Friday
night at Meadow Brook Muslc Festi-
val's Baldwin Pavilion on the Oakland
Unlversity campus near Rochester was
Jam-packed with hits lackiuster in their
dellvery.

Backed by a nine-plece orchestra,
Rawls raced through *Lady Love,”
*You'll Never Find® and “You're Gonna
Miss My Lovin."

During “Love Is a Hurtlng Thing”
his rich bass voice was barely audlble
‘over the excesslvely: loud " orchestra.
Only after 8 member of the audience
yelled to Rawls that she couldn’t hear
him sing did the orchestra take the hint
and tone [t down. -

review

THINKING RAWLS Wwaa humoring
them when ho crooned the. opening
lUnes of the Budwelser beer theme
song, the audlences' chuckles - were
qulckly halted when Rawls explalned
that Budwelser "(or specifically .An-
heuser-Busch) underwrites production
costs for the Lou Rawls Parade of
Stars to Beneflt the United Negro Col-
lege Fund,

Perbaps the most polgnant moment
of the set was when Rawls' two female
backup vocalists took center stage with
him to sing a comblned version of *I
Got a Right. to Sing the Blues® and
"Stormy Weather.” With thelr crisp
harmonies laced with the blues, the
flve-minute song was a breath of fresh
atr during the overall stale perform-
ance by Rawls.

For his encore, Rawls performed the

'60s pop hit “Groovy People™ while

most of people in the capacity crowd at |

Meadow Bruuk beaded fur teir cars,
Rawls, who was 'bom and raised in
Chicago, first started slnging in a gos-
pel choir as a young boy. He haa been
performing for threo decades. .
1t Rawls’ performanics was a disap-
polntment to the Meadow Brook audl-
ence,
some salvage toward the price of ad-

on. .

Pjanist Lewls, along with'a drummer
and bass player, struggled with a poor
sound system and a Jimited audience
attentlon span but ahowed professional
composure and even & sense of humor
during the 43-minute set, N

THE TALL, lanky Lewis. displayed
hls exceptlonaf abllity on plano on Alex
North's “Love Ttieme® from "Spar
tacus.” And during the lengthy ~The In
Crowd,” Lewls and band hammed it up
4nd had the audlence snapping fingers
to the awinging beat,

Lewis led his band through an im-
promptu Juzz stomp that featured fine

Lewld* dpenlog set was *

Everything’s up to par except star "=
| o e “ip

s0lo performances
but toward the cad of Lewls' daring bit

| Of DTAVRO0 04 plano, the

p drummer and
bass playef had “dificulty jumping
back Into tha song. |, [

During hls career, which started in

1965 in Chicago, Lowls' music hay besg ’

labeled ‘everything from commereint

funk to cool, cerebral jazz. Not con~
cerned with' how hia music iy labeled, "
-Lewis puts his best effort into"each - -
~ {une he plays.

by each meraber,.
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Red Cross

. ' is coumting '
‘outdoor concerts onyou -
: - -tohelp.

® MEADOW BROOK  Laser Lights, Fireworks ~ © PINE KNOB Pavllion $14, lawn $10 guest Howard Jones

MUSIC FESTIVAL 8:30 p.m. Friday-Sator- MUSIC THEATRE 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 12

At Baldwin Pavilion, day, Aug.10-11 . At Plne Knodb in Clarks. * Jullo Iglesias with special  Pavilion $14, lawn $10

Oakland Unjversity cam- Pavillon $16, lawn $10.50  ton. Season ends late Sep-  gueat Michael Davis , -

pus near Rochester. Free
parking. Ticket fnforma-
{lon at 377-2010.

“Musle from the Great
Motion Pictures”

Detroit Symphooy Pops,
Keaneth Jean conductlog

2601 West Big Beaver Roa

@ SUMMER NIGHTS
At Qutdoor Courtyard,
Troy Hllton, Troy. Cover
charge $5 per person,

Hugh Borde and 1he Tri-
nidad Tripoli Steel Band
Friday, Aug. 10

Join us for
Sunday Brunch.
Somerset Style.

Adults — $7.95
Children (6-10) — $3.95
Children Under 5 Free
10:00 AM — 2 PM

®

Somerset Inn

Frenthing yon want your hotel tv by

“Froy, Michigan 48084

tember. Tickets at all
Ticket World outlets,
Pine Knob Hotllne 647-
7790,

Dlo — Ronnle James Dlo
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
9

Call for
Reservailons

{313) 643-7800

—
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Is proud to announce our summertime . :

CLAMBAKE

: . FRIDAYS-6p.m. to 10 p.m.
2 Live Maine Lobsters
- Steamed then grilled to pertection,” .
) : Plus, all you can eat:
- Shrimp « Crab Legs « Clams » Clam Chowder:
‘ Oysters-On-The-Half Shell
" Mussels « Barbequed Chicken or Rlbs

' . Plus...Redskin Potatoes and Gorn-on-the-Cob _
' anda Dellclous\/ﬂvle}y of Salads

OhfLY 32495 o

).

For Resorvations Call; -
642-1373 .
30100 Telegraph Rd.
Northof Twelva Mile
.Birminghams 842-1373
—

8 pm. Friday-Saturday,
Aug. 10-11
Pavlllon §14.50, Iawn $11

Earythmies wllh\ special

ME; CO:!

31471 Southfi

F-llnﬂﬂﬂﬂll-- .

)

94

DX oNCa DX NG DXEXONK D Royger
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. Yes

7:30° pm. Monday, Aug.
13
Pavllion $18, lawn $11

GET AQUAITED OFFER

1 VALUE °1

This coupon good for $1.00 off any guest check of
f 15.00 or more. Excludas alcehollc beverages and any
ottier speclals. Limlt 1 coupon per guest check.
NO CARRY OUTS « EXPIRES AUG, 31 -
Good Food ~ Good S,
ald Rd., North of 13 Wile
. 842-2355 .
.- OPEN?7 a.m.-9 . 7 D
ﬂmn--n-nnn-mp'-fnuﬂ
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DINNER FLIGHTS  \'
EXICO FROM $4.75-$7.25 |

W. Big Beaver, Txoy, Michigan, 6437720

Vi o B e - ) . f
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Take off for Casa Lupita for
the finest in Mexican food at " -

. - unbeatable prices. Dinners
from $4.75-$7.25 Casa Lupita.*
It’s first class all the way!

BEEF ENCHILADAS
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