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By Tom Panzenhagen
clalf writor

“If T told you this plece was Chalcollthic, from
the carly to middie Bronze Age II, it woulda't mean
anyihing to you. But i 1 sald it's the type of storage

contalner Noah would bave filled and put on the.

are, then you're exclted.”

Such s the sellng polnt and the appesl of anclent
artifacts, accordlng o Catherine Morris, gallery dl-
rector for the Alan/Dohrmann Gallery In Blrmlng-
ham, :

‘The gallery, which opened In Apri), speclnlizes in
antiquities from the Chaleolithic perlod (8000 to
2350 B.C)) ta the Crusades (11th century A.D.),

Its collectlon consists primarily of pottery, with
Jjewelry, metals, coins and other artifacts In lesser
supply.

“We're stocklng the gallery now fust 3 someonc

- would begln a private collectlon,” Morrls sald,

“We bope to get anclent glass in about 2 year, but
1t depends on what's avaitable. It's not like wantlng
a belge allk blouse and ordering one from New
York."

ALAN/DOHRMANN, with offices in California
and another gallery In Hawall, acqulres its artl-
facts via lcensed dealers of foreign governments
and through private collcctors.

Tue gallery's sourclng staff, as it f1 called, tra-
vels to Europe to make. the purchases, Most of the,
arilfacts are of Medliterrancar, Biblleal or Judean
origln.

“The pleces are authenticated before Teaving
{Eurape), to make sure everythlng is kosher,” Mor-
ris said. “They then go to our lab in Californla to be
reauthenticated before belng shipped out to us,

“That way when a cllent asks, ‘How do I koow it's
real?’ we can show them the details of how it got
bere. Of course we ask them to trust our honor, too,
but to back up that trust wo offer a cerilficate of

nuthentlcity, and if anyone of professional atanding .

ever questions the authenticlty of a plece, we will
- buy It back from them.”.,

iy

Tho Apullan boll-keatar (loft) was usod
in the fourth century B.C. In Apulla for
mixing water and wine, Priced at $7,000,
it is the moet exponsive item In tho.
storo, | ’

. Swingler,

‘Noah’s fittle brown jug?

facts:

" To authenticate the artlfacts, the gallery em-
ploys a staff archacologlst, Gene Baron, who holds
a degree lo archacology from Penn State Universi-
ty, as well a3 a consulting archacologist, David. H.

Morris, a Troy resident, also holds a degree In
archacology from Grand Valley State College,

“I consldcred golng on for a gradunte degree,
then got sidetracked in retail* Morris sald, *Now
this job came along and it combines both (arehaeol-
ogy and telnlllng).' :

DAVID DION, Alan/Dobrmana asslatant gallery
director whose background is In finance, advises
prospective collectors to begin with pottery. Morris

agrees.

“The majority of the artifacts found ks pottery,®
Morris sald. “A collectlon edn be rounded out with *
bronze, glass, jewelry, but many of these ftems are
extremely rare, and extremely, extremely expen-
alve” .
“Or collectors can go into busts,” Dion added.
“Thero are 30 many other things that are mind-
blowing, that we call fine art, to get lnto,”

One such {tem I3 a ushabti, or tomb servant, from

¥pt.

“A nobleman would have one for every day of the
year placed In his tomb and then, In the afterllfe,
when ealled upon to perform certaln tasks, he could
have the tomb servanta do the taska for him,” Mor-
ris sald

She added that Eqypt closed its doors on the ex-
port of antiqulties in May, 8o the value of a ushabtl
and other Eqyptlan artifacts should s00n Increase.

Dion, who said recent !ssues of Vogue and For-
tune magarines advised readers ta Invest In antlg-
ultles rather than gold, added, "Artifacts have ap-
preciated no less that 20 percent per year for the
last 20 years, and It's safe to assume Egyptinn plec-
3 will soon double [n value.*

S0 FAR most customers have sought home furn-
ishings rather than shrewd investments, Morrls
&

“The 1dea of antiquities as an Investment Is new,*
she sald. “The majority are here to appolnt thelr
bomes. But I tell Lbem 14's o safe investment and
that antiquitles can't flood the market, .

“We also have a' wonderful reference llst —the e . Dgurildn weré ohey;
Rockefellers, Gettys and Runts collect antiquities - g : “mugs,” 560-300. B.C. (sbove were'
~ 80 4 Jot of people don’t come In with Investments for pourin d sorving wine and
1n mind, but many leave with that in mind.” 3 { The Daiinlans Inhabited Apulis, & Grosk
Part of Morris’ job 13 to help collectors find an- 5 STV Rk 1 i th' bef th, v
tiqulties that wlll best auit them. ; colony in south Italy, before the Gieeks
“If  person Is Into spocts, I might find pottery ; arrivod. At left, the goblet, cooking pot
for them from the Greck cra deplcting athletics,” - ;e N Aony and Horodian ofl lamp ere from the time
she sald. “Or a builder might want to collect 4 o : 3 of Josue. The olf lamp was found at
Roman nalls.” > 4 Masagia. BN

Buslness has been excellent, Morris sald,

“We find people comlng in again and again, and
you have to ¢o look at the items, to hold them. They
(the antiquitles) will almast mystically speak to
customers, almost jump out at them.”

Morrls aald the gallery invites groups to tour lts
coliecilon. Morris and Dion also will take the gal-
lery to larger groups, on cértain occnsions, provid-
ing representative samples from the coltection and
a prepared tolk,

PRICES BEGIN at under $100, with the most
expenslve picce In the gallery, an Apullan Bell-
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Dr. John Dovaras and Eugene

Branstrom, gave 12 concerts during "MY FATHER wanted to come on
the 23 days they toured Austria, Itc-  this trip but I wouldn't let him,* sald

Festival Chorale tou
This ds the first of a three-part se-  School. The rehearsal came 0 an cd o
rla; on the European tour of the 30-  with the sighting of the Chiem See (fa- -

voice Michipan Festival Chorale. mous lake where so many musiclans
The group, under the direction of vacationed). .

Iy, Switzerland and Southern Ger- Jennlfer Whorf, another 18-year-old
many. S adults di
nied the singers, ages 16-26, who daughter of Mike Whorf. “He was so

camc from many metropolitan nervous about my going that he
arca communities. Photographer/ couldn't stay at the alrport, He let me
writer Mary Jane Doerr joined come though because he knew this was
them for a week in Austria and Jta~ too good a deal to passup,” :

V. .mumenmywmm;mm-
By Mery Jana Dosst - gan Festival Chorale, a new allfance
spoclal wiitor - " betwoen Kugens Branstrom, choral d-:.

The blend of volces wan

good on tka crowded Genman totir bus.
We were on our way to Salrburg, the

first stop on the group's 31-day concert  Lagt fall , Bride, ?
Iowd%&mmudaa!mm'.ﬂw.m- Froe; | the sights nesr Salzburg. -
‘demnam '

“Bchweppes  igh schoot

way were linod with tbe tall trees of

the Black Forest. end and collage stadents, who - does't feel different but then L does®
trucks, full of carbouated hereragen, .- fromibtoss. - - " - Jlil Dingeldey, a senlor at Wallod Photos by Mory Jano
passed us, © carmendlat M i %‘:ﬂ'mnn‘mwwyunwmmuwmmw . Dosrr y ’y -

for their concert at (he Frasriskener-
kirche. i _bocama, 5

Tho sound of the chorals, rebeaining - volces al]
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