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The

reening

‘of street signs

STREET SIGNS. Think about them.

These days, all of them scem to be
green.

Time was, a man could telt what town
he was in just by glanclng up at a street
slgn. They were community identifiers,
much the same as distlnctive cooking or
accented speech.

Movie makers who wanted to show a
New York City setting had only to flash

,"one of those famillar street signs (they
were blue with white letters and had that
distinclive bump on top. containing the
name of the Intersecting street), and there
would be instant recognitlon: New York,
Big Town, Gotham.

Detrolt’s signs for the last 40 or so
years were narrow white rectangles bor-
dered in black with black letters.

BUT ALL THIS I5 changing. New York,
which tried different colors for each
borough after dumping the bump-on-top
signg in the early 1860s, is in the process
of putting up new signs. Color: green with
white letters throughout the city,

And durlng the last decade, Detroit has

. been steadily replacing its street slgns as
funds and manpower have allowed, Color:

* ‘green again, The first greens appeared in

. 'a wide corrldor bounded by Van Dyke on

. the east and Livernols on the west,

{1 Now, one must travel to the far east or

.. west sides of the city to find the few re-

. maining white ones.

Tom
Baer

IN CHICAGO, which was known for
years by its black-on-yellow strect signs,
it'l soon be down with the yellows and up
with the greens, The greens, in fact, seem
to be sweeping just about every town you
can figure: Mllwaukee, Pittsburgh, Atlan-
ta, St. Louls, Boston, Buffalo, Minneapolls,
Syracuse, Loulsvilte.

If they're not in your town now, you can
be sure they will be soon.

The suburbs aren't immune to the inva-
sion. Most of the bigger "burbs - Livonia,
Warren and Farmington Hills ecome to
mind — have sportéd the greens for at
least 10 years.

Royal Oak, which had white signs with
raised black letters, recently changed
over: Anather town gone green.

Berkley scerns to be a rare holdout with

its light blues.

STREET SIGN men first act puzzled at
questions about their signs, Few people
ever ask why. Once they understand the
question, they ususlly make vague state
ments about federal government *‘safety

. discover iifichigan
by Bill Stockwell_

1 DID YOU know that the charming little
¢ town of Clarkston, in northern Oakland
) County, was -originally a trading post?
* Founded by Jeremlah Clark, it goes back
1o the mid-1800s and never hns had its
-name changed.

-

DID YOU know lhat the city of Warren
is as old as the state itself, going back to
April 3, 18377 For a while It was known as
Alba, then renamed Aba in 1838, But only
11 months later, Its name was changed to
Warren.

quiring green signs with

white letters.
So it’s the federal government in back

of all this sign standardization! Might have

gu 3 .

“The reflection of white against green
13 greater than with any other color
scheme,” said an eraployee of New York
City's Signs and Slgnals Divislon. “Tests
have proved this. Safety is the big reason
we're changing.”

Maybe so. They can ask us to tolerate
anything In the name of safety. Still, some
Independent, sensltive souls must view the
greening of American’ street signs the
same way they’d look upon airline food or
interstate scenery or subdivisions out of
cookie cutters from here to Lake Michi-

gan.
They're dull, drab — and green,

‘Tax revolt’ faded

- in suburbs Aug 7

WHAT HAPPENED to the tax Tevolt?

;_ Last year several groups were runnlng .

s.recall campalgns - against Democratic

-—smw senators who voted for the.tempo-" .
~-rary increase in the state personal Income -

=-ax. Gov. Blanchard was as populnr as
=-parvo virus.

o~ Democrallc legislators who voted for
-—u:e Increase were sci - for cover.
—Repubucans were baylng to the heavens
u-about the need for giving taxpayers a

- Polif.lcnl wisdom would ueemlngly dle-
tate hunkering down and avolding bring-
ing up the mere mention of taxes.

And yet, this summer we had several
local governments asking voters to take
onmore of a tax load.

ballots down the throats of anyone with

package —
Weu, it didn't work out thnt way. .
In Ozkland County, voters approved re-
-newal -of : a-0.25-mill property

- ‘TAXPAYERS should hnve stuffed their- i
-edbuah gall to ask (glr voter approval of & -
it

tax to. have
gumunmdopenhpzrnWaynoCoun- ; ,m"’"“"

) Wisler

. M
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‘Big 4° makes a poor foru

THE ANNOUNCEMENT came out in
Juné as if it were something good.

The mayor of Detroit, the Wayne Coun-
ty executive, the Oakland County execu-
tive and the chairman of the Macomb
County Board of Commissioners had be-
gun a series of meetings to discuss mat-
ters of common interest,

Even at the Southeast Michigan Council
of Governments, sage leaders nodded ap-
proval.

‘They shouldn’t have. Meetings of the
““big four” of local politics are a terrible
1dea and ought to be discontlnued.

WE ALREADY have a wotklng agency
for Ing regional t is
the 1

f. Tim .
< Richard

hind their own boundaries.

Indeed, part of the ill feeling between
Detroit and the outlying communities is
due to the fact that, in his 11 years-as
mayor of Detroit, Coleman A. Yoing,
though an officlal SEMCOG delegate, has
never attended a meeting.

Council of Governments. SEMCOG is rec-
of by state and federal authorities as
the officlal seven-county planning agency
for highways, transportation, housing,
water, recreation and the rest.

Any of the 400 or go governmental units
In the region may join SEMCOG, and 130-
plus already have. But the mee!lnxx of the
*'big four” systematically will exclude 386
uzlht‘s of government. mt'i‘ a poor way to
achieve regional cooperation.

In a way, tings lack fire

DANIEL T. MURPHY, the Qakland
County , used to

about the folks south of Eight Mile Road.
No more. Murpby got involved in
SEMCOG in the late 1970s, learned to rub
shoulders with nelghboring politicians and
cleaned up his own act.

. William Lucas, Wayne Caunty execnﬁve
since 1983, atwnded a couple of SEMCOG .
tings but hasn seen since, Lucas

SEMCOG
Zecauu blg city, suburban and rural poli-

behave civilly to each other. There

is none of the acrimonlous name-calling
which occurs whea politicians retreat be-

tax hike. Or pe‘ﬂmpa more appropriately,
voters wauit to be rble to decide for them-
- selves what tax jasues. they will suppoit.
They want to be able to-say when their
taxes will be raised rather than having a

legislative body tell them,
m'l‘llEanDl'l‘loecmmqm .

Oakland County, Wayne County, Livonla.

,and Southfield, red:&mla are willing to

mil) operating levy. Detroft :eddentn lp—

ary ;
fzed a one-ralll lcvy Wrunlnl&lnmds.
OF COURSE; the 2 ¢

opled to put’ thele monay lssuss on the

vember prreval clection hatlot when mm‘c
votera wliid b perticipating. .

- And §¢ may be that voless geverally mt
that wlth 2 glight decreasa I the state tax
comlng up ({be tempocary fcrerse op-

-proved Lest year will docrsass pgatn Snpt.

o2 (easiy guve .
Bnt_‘ﬂ': pifeeg mu
1S i‘eﬁmm reshlents gow teust lo.:
{ ovare fhan elate povern

iy ehow. ihe
wizdom of tho govérnmental Teaders who'.

; l). they camﬁbaum-} gomietkleg for focal * A
‘:mﬁ Il\lo tha

2 flop over G trcom -

vious.
August priroary ballet (nstesd of the No-

likes to make speeches to friendly audl-
ences, but he hateg an arena where some-
_one might argue -with, him. Lucas ran
‘.away from all but a couple of debates

m

when he was seeklng the office. He won't
meet with the Wayne County Commission,

and his program suffers for it.
And it Lucas now quits attending
SEMCOG meetings in order to meet with

the “b Imu' " well, onal oooperaﬂun
e i8 ¥ 3 f’ﬂi §

{

MAOOMB COUN"I'Y isn’t even a mejfm-
ber of SEMCOG and hasn't been since
about 1972, Those rednecked louts have a
bad attitude toward reglonal cooperation,
80 perhaps it 1s just as well they qan’t
show up in polite soclety.

Itiza mockery of the prlnciplu of l~e-
gional
county board chairman lomeet with oﬂwr
top leaders. Macomb hasn't paid jits
SEMCOG dues. it deserves ostracism until
it does. i

Sorry we can't report what goes on at

-those meetings of the “big four.” They are
not anno in advance and are jot
‘subject to the state Open Meetings Act.

SEMCOG's meetings are subject to the
Open Meetings Act. There Is one at 2 pim.
l-‘rlday In uvlnxﬂgn comny Courthouse,

The “big four” has yet. anculer Iallxng
It Is a good ol’ boys club, Unlike SEMCOG,
which has a goodly number of women del-
egates, executive committee 'members,
officers and stalf members, the “big lopr"
is an all-male domain. .

;Slowiy, sex ed IS accepted

SOME; 25 YEARS ago, sex education in
In some Michigan school districts consist.
edolnﬂlmahawnonceayearouuldeot
school houry.’ Admittance was umlued to

mothers and their daughters. -

. Showing the film'was eumldued pro-
mux!ve, though It raised more questions
than it" answered. Mothers, who. elther

+* Iacked the, information or were uncom-
lonnhle wuh 1.hn snbject, ‘weren't. mueh

Butuzluatthegiﬂagouomefnct\ml
Information.

e

mmwummwh&dmayg

¢

changey
5o i"We glve
‘mwhulicrlotnlknbont.()methey

the terms, stndents ask, what's g0 funny.
lbontth&t?'uld.llmmm director

s for tho better,

lecmedlohwwahouttheﬂmx wntent, .

THE SRX'UIAL ‘rovolution’ of uie ’60;_ “Inth
the proper mn lu '
know

Sandra
Armbruster
Dr. Clarice Statford, lmctau

land, remembers a tt:ndlng

. 'early parent meetings in the Livonta dis-
trict, where she tived ab the time. Par{m
would get up and loudly promise thai

. one was -going-to tend: their kldl nbout

Un!orlnnntcly no oue c.lu huzht them .
e!.ther

”EVENTUMLY,n&n state puaed Iegl.l-

but birth mnuvledueau {1 TNEAN
. Now co; tu:es. such a3 the 18-mem-
n -Bloomfield - . discuss

JURSDRGR I

“It takes ﬂme. Education and t.he mGdlu
help,* Stafi lord sald, .
1

HOPEFULLY, birth l:ontml lnforqm

> tion will be ouemd in au dutrlcts some-

day. o k
“The amount of nalvete xurprlalis,"

dpnnug::m ;M ns-Westland,

D!

Crestwood, Dearborn, Livasiia,-

Canton, Red.lmd Unlon, south“

Romulug schopl distrlets; . .5,
' werd A4 In Iast year's

nnnque , Gotmarikatd.

N \\ 14

pregnnz’dvrlnl‘

Wayne-

lsave home
ﬂmout-o{w -stats for llxnxnﬂuto orso.
T ‘believe = statistics




