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H, THE, POWER of the media,
Onee agaln, thanks to telovision,
(uewapapcn and magazines helped toa)
country has made a new dlscovery.
Gymnnnlu.
Thrust onto television screens every night for a
solld week, America got a crash course in the aport.
‘They saw the impercelvable force of 16-year-old
Lou Retton os she bolted down the runway
toward her vault. America watched In awe as the
tiny glrl transformed that power Into amazing
grace, splnning, twisting, fllpping (o mid-alr, Then
they saw the grace chango back into strength, as
she landed on the mat, holding her spot with
palnstaking determination.
Who could look upon Llwt and not sce Lthe beauty?

LATER THE nation was gripped with drama —
what better veoue for drama than Hollywood? —
as Mary Lou stalked the gold. She needed back-to-
back perfection. Ebe reached decp Into a heart
twrlco the mixa of her body and found polse befltting
& prima ballering. And she did it, pulled off back-
to-back 10s,

Who con!d look upon that and not bo moved?

Americans had known something of the power,
benuty and drama of women's gymnasticy, They
remembered Olga Korbut and Nadla Comanec],
forelgners who won over Amcrican hearts ln
Olymplu gono by. This time, however, Americans

g over American hearts,
Bul. the natlon made unolhcr discovery via the
1984. A men's

tics,
Peter Vidmar, Mlu'.h Gaylord, Tim Dlggcll r.nd
the rest of America's gold medal men's team
proved to the male

that gymnastics was not, In any way, a sJ.lsy: i,

What American male this slde of water polo
team eaptain Terry Schroeder woulda't want to
trade bodles with any of them?

LIXE [T OR NOT, we' wcmgiven a msh course
In gymnasties thanky to ABC and the *Games of the|
XXIII Olymplad”. And, aceording to early
tabulntions, wo Hked what we saw.

“The medln has been tremendous,” sald Doug
Rowe, who heads the Michigan Academy of
Gymnastics In Garden City. *Channel 4 was Just
bm ctunnolz jnstlan. ‘Tts Free Presy has been

E& eryone wnnu to know one thing: What effect
bas the Olymples had on the aport in this area?

‘The answer Is obvious. Rowe had 60 new
inquiries in the first three days followlng the
Olymplc coverage of gymnastics.

‘;1‘120 phone has been ringing oft the wall,” he

al

Sarne holds true over In Farmingion, zs Dennis
Spencer’s Farmingten Gymaastics Ceater haa
gotten 20 new people in & day since the coverage,
‘The Stave Whitlock Schoo) of Gymnastics in.
Bloomfteld Hills haa also been besieged. .

“Tha phones started ringing a week age and
haven't really let up,” Spencer sald. “Where we've
plckcdupislnlhomm'l‘hoconccmhu been, up
until now, that men's gymnastics was sort of & sizsy|
sport — nctmlly that, but — nawd:oymliml}ul
t's npn:l(y nice xport to do.”

Spencer eald his club currently has 400 people on
rosier — 100 of whom are men. He sald he bopes
that soon, the program will Increass up to 800-700
with 200-300 belng men.

THE OLYMPICS may well launch gymnastles
Into an age of popularity slmilar to what (he sport
of tennis exparienced with the emergence of tha
professional clreult Ln the early 19608

But, will the popularity lest? It could all be a fad,
you know. Who says that & year from now anyone
will rr.mcmber {he name Jollenne McNamara? -
Who would’ve remembered Cathy Rigby l! It
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ox-Hawk will bo trying to regali tho magic
for tho Univerolty of Viscansin In the fail.
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By Marty Budner In the winner’s bncket gum of the
stoft wrlter double-elimination “Officlal
swm turned back I]llncll H
Carl Childress believed all along his
Offlcial Sports Senlor Babe Ruth base- Sontag, who mmw Sonth.

ball teem conld make a return trip to
the national champlonshlps In 1984,

1t happencd last week when Qfficlal

fleld High School, had & two-run sov-

dominated the eight-team Ohlo Valley

Rcuaml Senlor Babe Ruth lanrmment
in Cross a. W.Va. Chlldress’ team
37-24, and won

MIKE: IGNASIAK vaa credited with
the win, alf High
School graduate Panl Wenson got the

weren't for her fight for femlonlne p
My buddy John Cunningham thinks tho
gymonstica rage will Indeed last. And s is an
opinion 1 have grovm to respect. After all, the
Canton School gymuastics coach has been an
mt fan and student of tha sport pre-Olga
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four utnlght games to defend Its re-

glonal titls, save. Wenson, who now hurls for the
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