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Area gymnast compe‘tes for Esmela team

) By Wasty Budner
,onlnM writer -

Nacel Goldsmith Is a world-class
t borni in Detrolt and ralsed 1n
1its,

She attended oae of Michigan's most
prostiglous gymnastics schoola
'+ throughout - her preteen days.
‘2 Goldxmlth undertook advanced train-
s lng at the acclalmed National Acade-
_- ‘my of Artlstic Gymnastics In Eugene,
Ore.

Goldsmith was s0 good gke particl-
pated In the Games of the Summer
Olymplad XXIIIL.

For Israel.

Goldsmith, an American citlzen, was

'+ for the sole purpose of competing in the

. O[ymplcs as & member of that coun-
3 try's gymnasiles team.

4; “I competed at the 1981 Maccabl

» Games In Tel Aviv (Isrm.-l) for the Unit-

spoken 13-year-ald who returned bome
Monday afternoon after attending the
Olympics’ dazzling closing ceremony
the previous evening.

*They (Israell officlals) weat to my
mom and told her they wanted me to

peto for Lzrael in the world cham-

plunshl At first, we had to find out If
we could do it legally. Once we found
out It was OK, I made the docision.” -

GOLDSMITH SAID the maln reason
she declded to compete with the Iscaell
tcam was she could start her college
educatlon at Stanford Unlversity while
continulng to traln In the Unlted States.
Demands by the Israell Olympie offi-
clals weren't as strict as If she were
u'yu:z out for the U.S. team.

The Amerlcan omcm- for lmt.ance.
rcqulrcd all US.

people In sports .

there was no he-could even
make the American team alter all that
intensive trainlog. Her spot on the Is-
rael team was practically assured.

"My No. 1 priority all the time was
going back to school,” sald Goldsmith.
*(Getting the right education) Is what's
gelng to be most Important to me the
rest of my Ilfe.

“I would havo had to atay out of col-
lege for a year if I were on the US.
team,” she sald,

‘GOLDSMITH AND Limor Friedman

train full time undcr !hclr s\lldnncc

Goldsmith would have been asked to -~

postpone her first year o( eollege

. Isracl's two-px women's
gymnastica team. “It was only sup-
to be me, but, because of the (So-

who attended
Elementary and Bloom(leld Hilla Jun-
lor High Scheol, finished -31st in all-
around. That was the same competition

where Mary Lou Retton won the gold "

medal

of 79,175, Goldsmith had a 73.723 —~
Just 25 one-hundreths of a polnt behind
Jung-llee Lee of South Korea,
Goldsmith's best performance was a
9.65 on the optional bar routlne, Her
other top scores wero 9. 45 (floor) and
9. 10 (beam).
tics waas featured first and
Galdzm!lh sald she became more re-

Rctt‘.nn took top honors with a score,

laxed as the week progressed.

“It was one of the best meetas nt my
1ife,” sbe sald. “The placing doesn't re-
ally matter as much as how you feel
about your own performance. And I
felt real good about It."

THE 1SRAELI Olymplc team stayed
on the seventh floor of Rieber Hall on
the UCLA campus. Security was tight
and the Izraell delcgation, beca\uo of
the 1972 Olympic iragedy in Munich
where 11 Israell athleles were klllcd
seemed to be heavlly guarded.

“I was surprised they had us way up
on the seventh floor,” sald Goldsml
“No one could get up on that floor bul

us. They had pollce sitting down by the
lulm Abd we had secret o3 | to set
off the burzers to open the doors

Goldemith, who uained at dze Steve
Whitlock School of Gympastics during

i
&

her younger yun. plmu to flalsh he:
cotlege carver al Slundord where zhe g+
now on a gymnastics scholarship,

“I'd like to make It to Lhe NCAA
{lnals elther a3 a team — that would be’
great — or individually,” she sald .
*Wo've improved a 1ot as a team.” i@

As for the 1968 Qlymples in Korea,
Goldsmith Is un n whether shet
make a retwn appearance. She did ad-
mit, however, that this year's experi.
ence whetted her Olymplc appetits. P

“It was very cxciting to ba partof "
the ‘Olymples,” sald Goldsmith. *We
traded plos and met people every.
where, Thero was Just so much todo, It .}
was a tot of fun. N

°I didn’t think I'd want to be In an.
other big meet after this.Olymples,* -
she sald. *But, this made me think a
little more abost golng ¢o the *88 Olym.
plcs.” .

posed
fet-bl -
+ ed States team,” sald G asoft- :u ‘l’c‘l rluc) boycott, Limar got to come,
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< Jehn Recker, who will be a junlor this fall at
" Cleveland State, came out of the bullpen to record
" ki3 third win of the year against no loxses,

- He pliched two scoreless innlngs of rellef, replac- hd
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two outs, and our plichers did a super job,* said .
Livonia manager Ron Helljer. "Recker’s done what
. he's done all year.”
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then came home on Do Dombey’s alngle,

. But Columbus (38-15) scored another unearned
run [ the seventh to make it 2-2. (Livonia commit-
ted three errors).

MacDonald, Rose and David Austin cach collect-
od two hits ta lead Liventa.
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- Judge. Bill Rleafer came out of the bullpen to give
< up the winning hit to DePillo.

“It was good to win, upcclnlly with a1l the raln
wc ve had,” Helller sald. “We played good ball to-
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