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Elvis story lives on at Graceland mansion

MEMPIIS, Tenn, — “Elvis — We Love You
and We Miss You.”

Those words are vrrmcn In b!ue clulk on the
red brick
mansion where Elvla Presley llvcd for 20
gmn and where he dled seven years ago to-

ay. L

Thousands of Eivis’s fans went through that
gate late lnst night in a candlelight procession
that wound past Fred Stoli’s gatehouse and up
the long windlng driveway Lo the house get In
acres'of grass and trees at the top of a hlll

Fans tour the house
and grounds, and vislt
Elviy's grave, every day
on tours, but the proces-
‘). sion was a special occa-

; sfdn. It was part of the
second annual Elvla In-
ternational Tribute weck,
organlzed for Aug. 11-18
by the Graceland man-
ngemmt, who run the es-

in the name of
Elle's teen-aged daugh-
Lisa Marfe.

Jones

T've toured a lot o( ‘historic’ houses in my
time, but this one tells its sad-happy story of
the rewards and price of fame better than
some, Nobody hes tried to e Elvls mare or
less than the poor boy who became an over-
night success and was caught ever after in his
own fame.

PRESLEY WAS BORN 100 miles away In
Tupelo, Misslssippl, and learned 2 lot of his

first record at Sun Studlo In 1954,

‘The record, which cost four dollars, was a
blrthday present for his mother: “My Blue
Heaven.” Tour guldes will tell you that he was
discovered by accldent when he began to make
bis own distinct muslcal sounds after the tap-
Ing was aver.

You can tour Sun Studlo, a small red brick
building at Uclon and Marshall strects in
Memphls, but it would be bard to imagioe the
dirziness that must have accompanled the
meteoric rise that between then and
the day he bought Qraceland In 1957,

That is g0
gravitational pull of sudden fame’

house -
with the white columns and the stone doorslde

lions, tells that story to those who look.

ON THE MAIN floor, the cryztal chudel.ler
honga over the Initialled wine glasses on
dining room table to onc side of the ccntnl
hall, A white-carpeted room leads through blue
drapes to a gold pianoc on the other side.

If you think Elvis's musical fame Is past
tensd, think agaln. He not only made more gold
records than any other performer, but another
five records were certifled gold in 1088. Mi.

Graccland mansion, the home of Eivia
Prosley from 1857 untll tho timo that
he dled In 1877, Is a Tennasseo tourist
attraction. Visitors can tour the down-
stairs of the mansion and the airplano
— Lisa Marie — that conveyed him to
his concert eppearances. Elvis I3 bur-
jed on the grounde, in Medidation
Qardon, as are his parents and grand-

parente,

-

chael Jackson would have to scll at bls current

full of television scts and blue velour couches.
The couches scatf with 19 gold-and-white
plllows insct with mirrors.

On anather level, you'll {Ind the ‘gaudy
carved wooden furnlture of the junglo room,
where Elvis recorded his last album, Moody

Blues, (A tiny barking dog distracted us st that
point In our tour. It was Elvis's Pomeranlan
Edmond, who still lves In the mansion with

. Elvis's Aunt Delta.)

THE TOUR mumoutof thejunxlomm

into the carport, w 0 plok jeep nsed in

the movie “Blue n.nu" sits next to a plok
Cadlllac bought for Elvis's mother and tha
Stutz Blackhawk the singer drove to the dentiat
the day before he died.

All paths lead ovenlually to the Madmllon
Garden where Elvis ip buried.

Hynumanmmfan.autklshhenvy
ataff, If not, you are bemused by the contrasts:
the gaudy furnltura in the elcgant settiog, the
horses browzing beyond the white fence, the
memomabilia n the amall musevm and the film

. shown In what was once a recquetball court.

The 12-minute, multi-medla show i3 certala-

ly the weakest part of tha tour, It doeso't Live
up to the standards of a musical star-or the

ton tourists may have of scelng their
favorite singer at work.

All paths lead eventuatly to the Meditation

«Garden where Elvis Is buried with his parents

and grandparents, Plastic flowers decorate his
grave, accompaniad usually by a fresh bouquet
of blooms marked with a perscnal message of
affoction from a fan or fan elub.

TOURS OF GRACELAND start and end

tlon was lddedmlasprtnnglvir'Omvl!rlBo
alrplane, named the Lisa Marle.
Hyuuwmtm:pcnduﬁuwmlnlmoh

plane I through the air, and to towr
places. wbm Elvls alept and th!ldmhcl
aboard you should add this to the

$8.50 ($4.! 5u msdcr 12 years old) already
budgeted for the Graceland tour, .

1 preferred to walk back zcross the strect
and talk to Fred Stoll, who hax been tha gato-
man at Gracelasd alnea 1964, You can walk
past Fred and up the driveway to the Modita-
3“&“‘“’%“3 umT ot through the

you wouldn't see uoepv,
tour bua window,
He will tell you ubontuwlu,ooo people who

walted outside the gate with candles in their
of El

message an the brick gatepost.
“Elyis - We Love You and We Mleou."

Connecticut is more than Ieaves changlng color

By Greg Mellkov ore into 15 tons of plg Iron dally from Routes 63 and-202 interesect is Litch-  one of the famous natlves. Educator who lived In one of the threo upstairs  Connecticut in a day. Yau can stay
spoclal writer 18268 to"92. field, incorporated In 1719. It Is"the Sarah Pierce's achoo! on North Street  bedrooms. You'll see the room but no overnsnt at a quaint Inn. You can dine
‘The muscum features early Amerl- most historic town In the area, wu tho first to offer higher learning to sign that says “Aaron Burr elept here” - numerous fine restaurants. You
“What do you do for excitemeat can tools and implemeats, many hand-  The focal point {s the Village Green e, starting In 1792, Wrlter Hat ' Reeve's honsa and school are open - 2ot Bave £ walt for the leaves to
around here?” made, carved from wood or forged which the same since it was rm Beechat Stowe, born within walk- . oo to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Satrg- . change color to soe & beautiful part of
'We go down by lbe Iake and watch  from iron. Youll sco u 1790 sawmill lald out In the early 1700s. ing distance, was one of 3,000 who at- day through mid-October. meeomtry nmmmupu.
the leaves change col blade and an all-wood footwarmer, a The Litchileld tour featurcs tended. tho academy dnrin; Ita 68 . Youcan mu ch of Northiw

That old Joke Is l.ruu of Connecticut.
Tourists come from throughout the
world, residents say, to watch Mother

of Indi ence signer
Nature paiot summer leaves the fall  MUSEUM HOURS are 10 a.m. to  Wolcott Sr was bullt 1o 1753, It re- jurisprudence. Tapplng Reeve came to '~ =
colors of the ralabow, . 430 pm., Wednesday to Sunday, mained In the ly untll sovi Litchfield in 1771, passed the bar in SANDERS TRAVEL " CLUB AND
The Constitution State is as diverse  through October. years ago when an de an "1773,-wed Sally Burr and they moved —
- as its atriking small mouctalns and QOther nearby points of Interest in-  unpopular decision and sold It. into their new home in 1773. . _presents L RESOR
broad low river p!‘A]ln. ll!!anhwuluu clude: Kent Covem Br:.:fee. one of the B«:td 'l,:ml;"hu end «:’l t?n Old South Thnwut:l gulde pol:g out that Reeve | | LAS VEGAS trom *189%
Connecticut, especlally, offers a vaca- remaining 0 8 e homestead of Ethan Allen Immediately opened his aix-room housa
tion smorgasbord. g Kent Historical Soclety Museum, that dates back to 1738, ope year be- tolaw Me’nh.whcwmumlmm LOS ANGELES trom *329%
bo:':u c::: M{;’u Ncgcu?' fi';fpﬁo“mﬁ . &;314 :30 gl\’&? , Saturday and Sunday fope his birth, pn::{m;m n:d gepk In h(f:n :&uc lxilae‘xu ORLANDO '129"
3 C, Aok J icnts was e's brother,
bacl-r::;.‘m t:;_l‘:m-h‘onp. visit rxizm;cnmx u det ansd !‘i’uu P.Q:}'hnm:% ‘;"olldt THE GREEN Mountaln B"’ 13 only i 4 SAN FRANCISCO - ‘2(9"
and art a, ew historic houses o parkland domina y a oo . Pl
more than 300 years old, check out’ . cascade: camping, fishing, hiking, pick-  [“COME T0O OLD —GREAT! TAMPA or FT, LAUDERDALE tnm.l39.
© farms and pll:l frult, attend mn and o MHER Travel News..... BAHAMAS. complete troc ‘243" .
- tour a vineyard and wiery. m}:i-:e;t‘o:u Brook Stats Pumg AMH STBURG IR CANCUN " completofrom '359%
- umphz& ﬂl”ﬂ& 9 N . N
A RECTANGULAR section of pleknicking . . i el HAWAI comnplsto from *585%
Northwestern cut — bounded ul&fmmlaﬁumoom:: &FM;;;S M” : o .(mu]sg mcm JAMAICA ete troca YA19%
iy e Goshen on Interectng Rocte 88 aro | O LYo L™ " e ST.THOMAS coupiotation ‘548"
{ my mm fiacked by stecp lopea. UL @A}d,(l)‘l)land Amcnca Lme ARUBA - eanpleurm'489" BT mr-un":;‘nu
(3 Ag::t 25 muunonbnlnanbury PLACES: of Interest include: |ServedFrom11:0To230| 1 - ACASKAN CRUES A cL ; : . M i) “’g
¥ Routs 7, near tho New York Stats Line, ~Cornwall Covered Bridge, Routes 7 and Information And MWN\;@‘{,&%’% 1984 e S AND‘:RS w,...
Y. lies Kent, sottled in 1738, You wo't 138 Cornwall-Canaan bike trlal, 2¢ Reservations HOLIDAY INN° ' TRAVEL CONSULTA mmgwm o
L 1d, long; Corwnall Historical Socloty . 10378 PLYMOUTH RD. - LIVONIA . NS s PO G Beva T
1t ; Mohawk State Park and 519-738-8474 e . Complote Tansel Scmicn Sourts, Eximing. ot ats
” Gosben Eistorical Soclety Museum, . - N Discoyer :m:‘?'“"" pecial GI.NINI 28230 Orel LCRLe o Hm_, ::;r&::-;-mm;:
the ‘. Mwmmmman - w No e Call 8913611 - Reservations: 855 2620 gton %aﬁggm wvx:
s DOOR RECT :
Ten miles south of Gosben where ]+ | b TRAVEL SRV NG s e i | o 4r1-4767 J AT

wooden splint sheet that once support-
ed & mattress In a rope bed.
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