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Buffalo

fresh look

“This Old Bil* by Loren D, Estlc-
man, Doubleday Western, $11.05

By Poarl Ahnen
specia) writor

- “Thls Old BIII” Ls best described as »
hlstorical novel about William F, "Buf-
falo Bill” Cody and the cvents Ieadlng
up to his earcers as scout, buffalo hunt-
ﬁr, showman, writer and incorrigible

ar.

Custer’s Last Stand and his encounter
wlith Sitting Bull and Craxy Horse and:
the many tribes of the Plains Indlans,
Cody received an wrgent telegram
from Gen. Sheridan's. headquarters
‘while he (Cody) wes on stage.
* Taking no time to change from his
elaborate black and velvet Mexican
costume, made by his wife, Louisa, he
rushed to the front {o carry out his
scouting dutles.

En route he was the talk of raitroad

The author, Loren D, of
Whitmore Lake, Mich., divides his time
wrlting - westerns and detectlva
thrillers. Bolh_genre arc marked by
close attention to detaf), but in his
westerns, and cspectally (n “This Old
BIl)," Estleman delves deeply and thor-

- oughly into Cody's past, pourlng into
exhaustlve rescarch.

The book 1s engaglngly written, but

it's Estleman's way with words that
lifts hls story out of the mundane. His
characters are all the more Intriguing -
{or belng rea). .
* Striding through the pages of (his
western are Wiid Bill Hickok, Frank
Butler, Annle Oakley, Slttiog Bull and
Custer, not to mention Queen Victorla
and Russian royalty.

SOME OF THE BEST scenes are the
vivid descriptions of a buffalo hunt
pliting Bllly Comstock agalnst Bl
Cody (both used the name Bulfalo BILI),
the meeting with New York journallst
and dime novellst Ned Buntline and the
partnershlp that evolved, Sliting Bult's
entry Into show buslness and Annle
Oaklcy's aharp shooting, which
mesmerized all who saw her act,

Estlemnn, as ke dld in his award-
winning novel “Aces & Eights” the
Witd BIll Hickok story, recreates & ro-
alistic and g flgure of one of the,
most outrageous men of the Old West,
Buffalo BIll Cody. (The author won the
Golden Spur Award for his "Aces &
Elghts” novel.)

And “Thls Old BlI” is certalnly not
without humer, for although Buffalo
Bill was an Incorriglble lfar, hia HUfe
was more fantasile and unbellevable
than any fabrleation he invented,

In onc segment, before the onset of

aro Estlomon’s arcas of ex-
portioo, Plctured Is thQ covor of -
hlo nowost book about Butfalo
Bitl and othor famiiier figures of
tho oarly days of tha American
Viast, .

‘was
York journalist and dime novellst Ned .

an aftlred as
be waa in his Nashy outfit, topped with
a plumed black hat. Ho not only
recelved surprised glances when bo re-
poricd to camp for duty but also a few
whistles, : ,

“How come ho's dressed like that?”

“He's in the show business.”

And show business it Ls, throughout
the book, keeplng the reader amused,
entertalned and at times in tune to the
reallties and decp hardships of the Wild
West, .

ACCORDING TO the author, the
book fs a “fable, dlstllled from fact and
Iegend, based on the lfe of Willlam
Frederick “Ruffalo BIN” Cody.

*Because of Cody's lovo for tall tales
and his shrewd sense of self aggran-
dizement, and because many who knew
bim were only too glad to promote
thelr own interests by going along with
the joke and at times bettering it, the
researcher’s task a9 regards this re-
markable American i3 doubly dlffl-
cult” .

But somchow Estleman met the
challenge and aifted through the fables
and tall tales to come up with a new,
{resh, daring and original story, The
characters were there already, but
anly names In hist until Estleman
came real people.

The young and prollfic nuthor (hix
first novel, “Oklzhoma Punk,” was pub-
lished in 1976 when he was 24) has
written 15 novels. He had written sev-
eral westerns and In 1980 he declded to
break from that genre and teckle his
{irst detectlve story.

ntly he is nominated for two
Shamus awards offered by the Private
Investigators Writers of America. They
are for a short story and a novel,
“Glass Highway.”

He recently recelved the Stirrup
Award presented by Round-Up Maga-
dise for a three-part serics, “The
Wister Trace,” about the classie west-

. gave them flesh and hiaod, and they be-

. ¢ novel. The Round-Up Is a western

writers' technfeal pubteation.

Estleman’s novels are known for
thelr criap, Ufeltke dinlogue, but he be-
leves the background detall is fust as
Important and a good counterbalance
to dlalogue, And he proves It In *Thls
old BilL*

THE VIVID DESCRIPTIONS of
scouting on the tralls, hunting buffalo
and going from town to town in the
Wild West show provide a personal di-

- menslon that a stralght blography of
, Butfalo BIll Cody would lack. Just as

Intriguing as Cody are the characters
(real pecple) who surround him,

As the jacket blurk reveals, "Cody
ect raw material for New

Buntline.” And be also was perfect ma-
terial for Estleman. The book records
the Nfe of Buffalo Blll from the time ho

Ploase turn to Page 8
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Modol house in Evergreon Village, & clust:

Evergreen Village, the first cluster home de-

velopment in Beverly Hills, {s iow arealily. '

' bcirﬁlo’ﬁc‘r/bﬂﬂ? jilliam §. Lorimer spent
more than three years working with village off-
clals until the plan met with everyone's npprov-
al

L

The sites for the 16 unattached residences, on
nine acres of rolling terraln, are bounded on two
sides by 18 acres of unplatted, permanent natu-
ral park deeded to the village of Beverly mu‘;.

Lorimer, a naturalist by Inclinatlon, designed
his homes to flt with this idytllc Jocation, and
ereated the look of “a natural Michigan land-
scape.” 1

Not only 13 each elevation distinet, but the ex-
terior brick or stone and rough sawn cedar In
natural tones blends with the terrain and com-

* pleted landscaplng.

Where there were no trees exactly where he

" wanted them, Lorimer brought in or relocated

beautiful h and i3

‘When he thought the surrounding woods could
use some more speclmen wildlife, Lorimer
brought in more to populate the stream bed and
woodlands — quall, wild turkeys and ehurker
partridge. .

The model with 2,800 square fect of living
space, with a base price of $250,000 Is open dally
1-6 pm. . .

‘Two other homes, already sold, are well und-
erway. Because Lorimer, who bas been building
in Blrmingham, Franklin, Blogham Farms and
Bloom{leld Hills for 28 years, Is cssentially a
custom bullder, these resldences will be tallored
to meet each buyer's needs, L

The first floor plan for the model ingludes an
18-by-21 greal room with open ceillng and floor
to celling fireplace, 13-by-11 dlnlng room, kitch-
en, dinctte, MNbrary, foyer, laundry room plus
back hall lcading to the two car garage.

‘The master bedroom with connecting master

styled to biend with the natural beauty of the ocatio;

Clusters come to I

View of great 0 .
dining room glvés a hint'of the privacy of -
the backyard and the uea of natural wood,

- bath faces the back of the house and thus has'a
lovely, private view of the trees and woods be-
yord. Cn e e e

Thera are two bedrooms and bath on the sec-
ond, floor plus & gallery which overlooks. the.
great room and a winter storage area as well as
-other storage. e ey .

house.

'

._Statt photos by Cainille MECoy

stretch of Evergroen-Road
Ty Julls,

Evergrecen Village' fs o4 tha “natural béauly‘{
- ‘beteern 18 and 147
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