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Co-op format
in preschool
bends to
needs of today

By Lorsine McClish
otaff writer

locat-

ested In the proposed fall program.
‘What is firmed up 1s that the parent
s care could choose to

cd In Unlva-ulm Unll.nrinn Church of
Farmington, opens its fail season with
an offer of extended care for pareats
who work.

The cxtended care Is a deviation
from the co-op nursery, or preschool,
whnse strong base of operation has al-

ys been to Involve the parents with
lhclr tots’ flrst away-from-home expe-
riences,

Mary Lou Grart, now entering her
16th year as teacher and dlrector of
ﬁnnnmgwn Co-op, explains this devia.

on,

""We have always worked to fill the
noed, and we feel there s a noed here
for the working mother, the mother
who worka part-time, or tbe mother
who works on an afternoon or night
shift, who still wants lnvolvemmt with
her child’s ear! yleammgcxperlum

hear from area resldents who are Inter-

a3 part of the parent and
mcbum-opfwnmmmumnumbcr
of bours a month, or she conld choose
to elect an alde, or & In her

In the Farmington arca, only two co-
ops remaln, Farmington Preschool,
and Maylalr Coopenuve Nursery
School, both distinquished by remark-

abla lonsevlty
Mtﬂwecn, the ﬁup 's current

stead,

Other firmoed-up factors for the ex-
tended care offered would bo “An af-
ternoon of varlations,” Grant sald.
“Less stroctured but (o a class-
room with all facilities used and a wide
variety of free cholce for the young
child. And if the mother did choose to
wie a surrogate, it would be one and
‘o;b omtbe;::u l.h.lult :ommency ia

portant we'l our one
adult to every 4.5 sludenmuo. which
Is & grand ratio to have.”

CO-OFS, ONCE the most popular of
cholees of the pre-school format for
parents — maybe because of its philos-
ophy or maybe becguse of its built-in
free kelp and ‘subsequently lower tul-

tiops - pow given way to the
(unchheddnymceoun that are all
over the country,

d that mod-
c.rn-d.ay mothers shopping for a pre-
school have often questloned ber about
the word “co-op” In.the school's title,
“When I explaln to them that this is

our schoe), the parent’s achool, that we

run it (through an elected board of the
students’ parents), that they will be
scheduled to be In the class working
along with the teacher on a regular
schedule, it Is sometimes a surprise for
them that such. a school exists,”
McSween pald. “That they don’t know
what the word co-op means is also evi-
dent in the callers who are asking
about taking infants, or if we are open
at 6 a.m. Since I've gotten this job I
think I explain what £0-0p 1s about four
or five times a week.”

Grant says her favorits definition of
c0-op preschool 18 “a school befare ele-
me.nluy sachool.”

‘armington Co-op Preschool was
oacc called Farmington Co-op Nursery,

Families needed to foster
those from birth to 17 years

Many children who would ordinarily
be ph;ncd in an institutional setting are
now recelving the help they noed from

afoster famlly. .

“Just as we as a society are reallzing
the value of the family, 30 s the stato
looking toward familles a3 tbel.r
valuable resource In caring for
neglected or dependent chl.ld:m." sald
Deborah Hyde of Foster Traloing Net-
work in O

ty.

The network Is comprised of public
and private foster care agencies who
work cooperatively to recrult families
interested in foster parentlng and to
run foster-parent training programs on
a variety of pertinent subjects.

The nine agencles fnvolved are
Christian Family Services, Catholic So-
clal Services, Detroit Baptist Chil-
dren's Home, Lutheran Soclal Servl
Michigan Departmi
vices, Oakland County Foster Care De-
partment, Oakland Family Services,
Orchards Chllddren’s Services and St.
Vineent-Sarah Fisher Home.

paren! uires w:oul famil;
foster te a y
commltment, .p':c"m tratning and a lot
of agency support.

HYDE FEELS tbat she can best ro-
lats the story of the foster parent by
telling & factual story of a family
‘whosa name she has changed to Foley
in order to protect the confidentiality
of thelr foster child,

‘“The Folcys wers unusual because
they have four foster children and
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three of thelr own children,” ahe said.
“They are very !amu‘g-orlmzed and do
a lot of things with thelr children, but
bad to learn tralning and expe-
;imoe that love is not enough when you
”rhse children respond to structuro
and consistency,” Foley is quoted as
saying. *They bave some of the same
problems as other children, the differ-
ence 18 in degree. Fostering requlres
perseverance and above atl patience.
“One of the most helpml things I
learned in tralning ia that foster chil-
dren who sulfeced abuse and, or, ne-
glect, are emotionally behind in devel-
opmeat. You may have a 10-year-old
functionlng emotionally at a 5- or 8-
year-old level. Thls is important to
know when you are establishing a
treatment plan together with the agen-

q"Our tralning forced us to look at our
own values and feelings. These children
«often coma from a very different value
system. We have to continnously re-
mind ourselves that we arc mt xolns to

TEN-YEAR-OLD Johnny was the
Foleys flrst foster child. He was &
nightly bed wetler and bad chronic
problems with lylng and stealing. Ron-
nie, thelr second foster son, was a $-
year-old fallure-to-thrive child who had
worn out two other foster parents with
his temper tantrums, fighting and con-
stant throwing up of food.

All of these behavlors, the Foleys
learned, were symptoms of underlying
emotional deprivation.

“The test lesson that wo have
learned is that you can't overreact to
these behaviors, and most of all, you
must malntain a good sense of humor,”
Foley said. “Johnny’s lylag and steal-
lnz bave virtually subsided, and he only

ets the bed once cvery few weeks,
lnd that only if he has a nightmare.”

Both parents told of experiencing
times of lmsl.rallon 2 well as times of

t gratification.
m‘l;qulrlu will be taken by Hyde, a
mcmber of the Oakland County Foster

Care Department staff at 858-0203, or
Suzanne Franklin, a staff ‘member of

change this child

Children’s Services, 552-8544.
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Mary Lou Grant
but that, Grant sald, "“was too reminl-
scent of bables and criba. Preschool
says it better. We nuturo and carich the
total chitd, [ don't stresa teaching. I do

stress leamning, subtle Ieam!nx, 80 the
child doesn't know I'm teachlng,”

“WE ARE ALL lcarning,” sald Ka-
thy Prost, who is the newly clected
president of the co-op's of par-
enta. “We learn every day wo go to our-
sery school”

Thuo learning she spesks of comes
{rom several sources, The most benefl-
clal in Prost’s mind comes from the
shared experiences among the mothers
‘who havo children of simllar ags. She
ahe describes this “as a sort of revival
of talking about your problems over
the back fence,

Other lcamlnx comes from the
speakers the board arranges to give
programs once a month on subjecta
perunenuoparentlnilheymgc.hnd -

And yet other learning comes from
Just belng In the observing,
and wmklnz along alde the teacher.

“The entlre original design of the co-
op was to teach the chlld, the teacher
and the parents,” Graot sald. *“The par-

ents go Lo workshops. I go to conferene-
s, The kids Jearn from all of us. And
welen !rvmhﬂ.hepgﬂ.s." —
rant says her philocophy for
Is “Keep y‘the curriculum ﬂmblo
enoogh for free choles and scheduls
euomlorthuchlldmtoudm
Her advise to her parent-aides {s “Be
patural in your manner, be positive in
your approach and you can't go
wrong.!"

FARMINGTON CO-OP was founded
in the mid-"60%, and has been housed in
the Univeralist-Unitarlan Church at
25301 Halsted for the past flve seasons
ln a phy:lcal net~||p that Grant de-

'a child's paradise” The
cbumh dm not charge tbe co-op rent,
but the co-op, through its board, does
make donations to the church

Grant stresses that the co-op Is pot
church alﬂluwd. uut 1t is non-profit,
non-denominational and nos-diserimi-

natory.

Her affilintion with F
op started when her daughler was a
student there and she was asked to fill
in as a teacher.

Up untll 10 yuars g0 the ‘co-op was

Co-

L

open for morning-only classes. After-
m:hsuwmlddedunmn;»-
rary measure to accommodate a wajt-
ing lst, and now that 10-year “tempsp-
Tary” class appears to he expandlog-to
extended care, . -

“The school always had a good rept-
tation, the best of reputations, md'-{l
still docs,” Graot sald.

As the co-op's hours bave up:mdcd,
20 has the curriculum.

Mmbmllotoluhanguln
education over the-

Grant sald, “Much, much morc 13 ex-
peﬂcdo“.hodﬂlﬂ today entering kin-

'l'hm:unlonglmolwhht
Ia expected, and it {s not an uuruseb-
able list.

“’My job is to motivate and sUmu!aLo,
broaded the boriron, instill confidence
llm the way and glva the child a good

Thupmcboolhumnedlurnlm
complement of 60 divided into thrce
Ll has also been grant-

«cd the school for cxtended dny care. *
MeSween will take inquiriea by cnll
Ing her at §76-2533.
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