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YOU GOTTA lcel sorry for Harry
Nederlander. Seems Harry wants to put

 on a play, entertain some folks and make
+ a {ew bucks In the offing.

Well, by all civilized standards, the Bir-
mingham Theater owner should be able to
put on his play and anyone who chooses to
should be able to go and see it

But life seldom is that simple.

A group calling itself the Catholic
League for Religious Rights wants to sit
down and have a chat with Nederlander
about this yet to be scheduled preduction.
Entitled “Sister Mary Ignatius Explains it
All for You,” the play focuses on a Roman
Catholic nun and four of her students.

THE LEAGUE has labeled the play
“anti-Catholic,” whatever that means. A
spokesman for the area's Roman Catholic
archdiocese waxes even mare harshly ,
saying the play is “virulently anti-Catho-
lie."

You get the Idea these folks aren't in-
terested in scelng the play.

And that’s fine with me. But walt. They
don’t want me, you or anybody else to see
it, either.

That's not so fine.

Nederlander has agreed to view the
play beforehand, sit down and talk with
the group and see what other public
outery Is forthcoming.

But cancelling the play would be a sad
day for all of us.

AFTER ALL, we've got something in
this country that makes it stand apart
from the rest — the chance for'new and
diverse ideas to be discussed and dis-
played.

It's the intellectual cqulvalenl of the
opposable thumb — the evolutionary step
which broke the barrier belween us and
the rest of the animal world,

Untike sheep, we are able to think,
make our own decislons, develop llkes and
dislikes and to have a faith in whatever it

‘Raise the curtain
on free speech:
show ‘Sister Mary’

crackerbarrel

Steve
Barnaby

13 we belleve. And the only way we can

maintain and nurture this shred of civi-
lized conduct is by continually encourag-
ing different ideas.

True, we sometlmes may be displeased
with what we hear or seo. But that never
hurt a soul,

The way to oppose something {s to show
a different slde — yaour enlighted view.
But than, you do have to have an alterna-
tive with which to enlighten,

BUT NEVER censorship.

Nederlander should take the example of |,

the Rochester school board which faced a
similar problem. A group of culture-
bashing idealogues recently attempted to
stop the school district from teaching
humanlstn and globallsm,

The board, to its credit, held its ground
and vated to. adopt the social studies cur-
riculum in spite of the oppositlon’s claim
the curriculum undermined the “tradi-
tional Judeo-Christian ethics.”

But Harry is in a real bind. When you've
got an entire church *organization, the
largest Christian sect In the western world
banging at your door, you've got troubles.

That's why he needs the support of those
who belleve in a free and open intellectual
society, He needs to hear from you.

Oh, for all I know the play may be junk.
But uJat‘s for the theater-goers to decide
after they get a chance to see the play.

For those who don't wish to see the
play, stay home. You're free in this coun-
try to do that.

Go ahead Harry, ralse the curtain on
that baby,

Clville should link
smoking penalties with an
anti-smoking program .

HE CLARENCEVILLE School
District last week decided it's
about time the ban on student
smoking be enforced.

‘The reasons are many and varied;

o Under state law, cigarcite smoking
13 lltegal for those under age 18 and nearly
all high school students are under 18,

© The district’s code of conduct out-
laws smoking by high schoal students and
provides for a fairly stiff pesalty if
caught, In recent years, however, schools
officials have looked the other way.
Smeking — even among teen-agers — is
accepted. To most people it isn't really
breaking the law,

® Clarenceville. Superintendent M-

discover Michigan
by Bill Stockwell

DID YOU KNOW that among Michl-
gan's innumerable lokes many have been
glven the names of animals, birds and
fish? Among these are Bald Eagle, Bass,
Big Bass, Bear, Blg Bear, Beaver, Big
Woif, Great Bear, Hawk, Perch,

Plgcon, Turtle, Wol! Blg Woll‘ Whiullsh.

Deer aud r_k e

DID.YOU KNOW. that the purdmsca( B

an automobile'was a eompnrntlv

less {ransactlon back In the uu-lypano( B
“the cenfury?. Heary Ford, for example,

produced a quarter of & million Model T
Forga aud sold them at'a retall price of ;-

#4990, Ho cousidered thls too high & price,
£0 by 1916 ke produced 2 half miition
Porils and sold Lhem for 3350 apiece.. .

chael Shibler appears to be sticking to the
phitosophy on discipline . he outlined to
trustees in his employment interview last
spring,

® A recent school survey found that
parents supported increased discipline.

It won't be easy to enforce the rule but
school officlals are aware of that and pre-
pared {or what needs to be done — more
and careful monitoring of halls, lavatories
and school grounds. They are, however, to
be commended for recognizing the need to
be conslstent and start enforeing the stu-
dent code of conduct.

However, in_additioi to enforcing the
rules, Clarenceville school offi-

cials would do*well to copy the anti-
smoking education program of the neigh-
boring Livonla Pubuc Schwl:“dl? the pro-

e —

OBSERVER $ECLEMTRIC PAAERS ..J

Hospital’s role is changing

SIX HOSPITALS are llkely to have bids
to bulld new hospitals in western Oakland
County rejected next week. Wllllam Beau-
mont, Harper-Grace, Huron Valley,
Sinai-Ford and Sisters of Mercy have pro-
posed five hospitals in this area. The
Comprehensive Health Planning Councll
of Saulhc:utnm Michignn (CI'IPC-SEM)
has d .that
turned down. The Mlcblgnn Departmen! al
Public Health Is expected to follow the
CHPC-SEM advice next week.

“Clearly, expanded hospital capacity s
not needed (in western Oakland County),”
said Terence Carroll, CHPC-SEM execu-
tlve director.

‘THE STATE actlon demonstrates what
is happening in health care. No longer are
old practices — such as routine approval
for new hospitals — acceptable. Accord-
ing to a recent study by the American
College of inistrators

Nick
Sharkey

.
been started in the past few years. In thls
system health care purchasers contract
with low-cost providers. PPO patients can
choose from a variety of health care pro-
viders, somelhlng not avaitable in HMOs.

Tha is usually infl by
varfations in the pnuenu out-of- pocl:é(

study predlets that in the next few years
the health care portion of the Gross Na-
tional Product will increase from the
‘present 10.5 percent to 12 percent.

So we're talking megabucks when it
comes to health care.

Mauny agencles are trying to do some-
thing about those costs. By turning down

- requests ltke the new Qakland County

hospitals, the state health department is
looking at the supply side. Doctors are re-
quired to treat patients more efficlently
when there are fewer hospltal At an

(ACHA), “The operation of the nation’s
health care dellvery system will change
dramatically in the next 10 years and the
Impact on health care providers, payers
and patients, will be enormous.”

Why the changes In health care? Be-
cause |t Is the {astest growing expense in
the U.S. economy. While the nation's in-
flation rate is 4.1 percent, health care
costs are going up 6.3 percent, The ACHA

appr te cost of $1,000 per day at a
hospital, kecping patients out of hospitals
significaptly reduces costs,

Others are looking at the demand side.
In the 19708 Health Maintenance Organ-

izations (HMOs) were started. By paying a -

flat fee for services provided, doctors are
rewarded for keeping patients healthy
{and out of hospitals),

A relatively new concept called Pre-
ferred Provider Organizations (PPOs) has

AT THE state D t
in Cobo Hall last weekend, the Dem hon-
chos paraded thelr leading office-holders
to the platform and Introduced them to
cheering delegates,

Once again Wayne County Executive
Willlam Lucas atood at the rear of the
crowd, an almost anonymous figure
shunned by those who run the Dy

\ Bob
¢ Wisler

party in Michlgan.
Luuxs has been elected zeven times as a
t to Wayne County offices, six

gram, high achoo
tnryschoohmane.(forttocutol!un
interest In smoking before it starts, Older
students are used as role models and offer
Information about the hatards of smoking
that younger kids can relata to. .

D!sdpllnahamteolotdetbuaiu pon - -
submigsion to yules snd amorlly. It's an

umu as sheriff and once as county execus,
tive — by huge margins — yet he is treats
ed like a pariah by the teading party fig-

M one. polnt in the state convention

" there was an attempt by delegates of the

15th District (which includes part of Livo- -
nla, Westland and Garden City)'ta censure
Lucau (or reax and lmaglned :i:u ngalnst

pmeenund But
in addition to expecting Mu to follow,
s inctmbent

a°preseribed ‘wet of rules, it's

Evenllnlly the mebsure, was given:
pmperbm'lal. . DR

MANUE’VKRIN mt gw on
conicerning ‘Lucas is’ inhrutlns Demo--
cratle leaders, incloding the most power-

i ful labor leaders Int.hmla. have been -
thelr hatdy .

in Wayne county government, This s not
unusual since labor leaders have had a

lock on running Wayne County govern- -

ment as far back as most can remember,

LUCAS politely ignored the labor lead-
ers, His chief of staff, Denals Nystrom —
who i No. 1 on every Democratlc hit list
— I3 less polite. He tells just about every.
one who tries to.put pressure on him or
Lucas to take a leap, Nystrom, according
to his critics, fs arrogant and obnoxious.
Even worse, he B also an Qakland county

resident and a longth who -

WHAT DOES the future hold in health
care? Only a fool would say for sure.But
more than 1,000 professionals surveyed by
the American College of Hospital Ad-
ministrators predicted the following: -

+Hospitals' traditional share of total
health expenditures wlll decrease, as wcll
hospital admissions and patient length ol

stay.

-Heallh Maintenance Oganizatlons and
Preferred Provider Organizations will ln-
crease fivefold during the next 10 years.,

«Because of flnancial pfoblems mahy
small ‘hospitals will affiliate with larger
hospitals to become multlservice centels.
More than 40 per cent of nongovernmen-
tal hospitals will be owned, leased or con-
trolled by multihospital sy;lems by 1995,

«Patients will increase their level of fi-
nancial participation and lower their ex-
pectations regarding health care. ‘

Yes, times are a changing when. it
comes to health care.

Demsin dilemmaover Lucas

against him, Little chance of that. One at-
tempt to stact a recall campaign against
him gat exactly nowhere

- THE POOBAHS sce Lucas' history ol
belng clected to Wayne County offlces
with relative case and they wonder if e
can pull votes outside of the county, ’l‘hey .
suspect he hag tremendous potential tor
drawing votes and they (iptoc amund
trying to squelch kim by snubbing him.

In less than two years, he has done a
remarkable job of starting to turn Wayne

" County government argund. In the process

he kas captured a ton'of pnbllclly ATk
cent poli shows that if Lucas were a Rb-
publican candidate for goverrior he woutd
do well, according to ono of Lucas' n]da|
Republican Party leaderz are at q:e
point wheve they are starting to think se-
rlmuly nbout running agalnst Gov.

advised Republican RichardHead]ee inthe .
last election. He also controls most of u:e
switches ln the new: Wuyne county gov-
ernment.
There ll some mspldon amonx {hé Dem
Ry “”,?';n‘"“ ertn togs “‘“,’..,‘“"
‘publican party, even
steadfasily denied that' he hu cven

hard In 1986, Who's available? Well,
!hem '8 Dick Headlee who could have won
Inst timeé but lalked the voters out ‘of
electlng him.. Former -state Supreme
Court justico Tom Brennan would like to

" be the candidate as would Senata majoruy

leader John Engler. Dan' Murphy, the

N Olkhnd Cov.mly executive, looks like a
ity.

ona!hemhu!hehnngau(a
winneramm the public and proven votp-
ility? After his disastrous fifst -




