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By Loralne McCtish
staft writer .

An 1894 eabooso on the grounds of 5. Vincent-
Sarah Fisher Center s Lu the final stages of restora.
tloz to be ready for visilors who attend the centér's
Country Falr In mid-September,

Bringlng the antlque back to the way It might
have looked when It rode the rafls at the turn of the
century has been thls summer’s job for Rleh Bars-
ton, Jumea Stephens and Eddie Richter, all wotkiog
thelr way toward Boy Scouting’s highest award, the -
raok of Eagle,

The old cabooso has beca standing, and deterio-
ratlng, on the grounds for several years, after It
camo to the complex on Inkster and 12 Mlle roads
as a gift o the children through the efforts of Chan-
n¢l 7' Jerry StaneckL -

‘“Restoring the caboose was never the pumber-
one priority here. These childrea have to be fod
first, and some of the fun and games things Just
bave to walt,” sald Mary Luzod, n Sarah Fisher
staff member,

The Bay Scout who mads the restoration his
rumber-one priority was Stepbens, a 16-year-old
member of Troop 339 which meets in Nardln Park
Unlted Mcthodlst Church in Farmington Hills,

STEPHENS WAS 00 stranger to the Sarah Fisher
bome. All members of hls family have been volun-
teern there b one capacity or another, and an older
brother completed his Eagle Scout requirements
with a project for the home.

Always fasclnated by the anclent vehicle that
was never used as a playhouse, for birthday parties,
for overnight stays, or for any of tho fun thingy that
{t was intended, Stephens chose to tackle the Interi-
or for his Eagle Scout community serviee project.

Richter learned about the caboose through the
Southfleld Oplimists, ono of the local servies clubs
that wlll be belping tho Sarah Fisher stoff with .
Country Fair this fall. The Optimists were. looklng
for a acout nearing bis Engle Rank and Richter was
Tooking for a project. Richter, a member of
1677 which meets ln United Preshyterian Church in
Southfield, responded by agrecing to take on the job
of re<dolng tha eaboooe’s exterior, C
. . ¢ " y Y 3 4 . It was a job that Barston hoped to-get but was
Lt 7 . Py . bealeu_hymchhlnlhoreqnmllne,!!ol!nmon.n

. . - s -member of Troop 263 which meets In Prince of
H . 3 n o 5 s Peace Luthcran Church n Farmington Hills, [s In

s chorge of bullding a platform for visitors -
to approach the caboose, and

s 3 Fourteen-year-old Barston has helped four other “As an active participant Lo these programs the
lcllnwacoum attels thelr Eagle Rank by volunteet- cmtanotouyallanputommtchﬂdlhc, but.
Designing and buliding a platform for ansy accoes into  Boy Scout Troop 263, which mesto in Prince of Poaco ing as a erew member, but he can't call on them for we furnish the of theee crimes with tempo- -
tho old caboase I3 tho job at hand for 14-yoar-old Rich- Luthoran Church, Farmington Hills, help now to retum Lho favor because all of those rary shelter and connseling.” ! !
ard Barston, working his way toward the Eagle rank In projects were completed {a Ohlo.  Admisslon to the grounds ls free.
y <Y, ==

. ‘Restoring the caboose
was never the number
one priority here.
These children have to
be fed lirst and some
of the fun and games
things just have to
wait.

— Mary Luzod
St. Vincent and Sarsh
Flahor Center staff member

Boy Scout. day K (loft) cConfors with on tha projoct, Blrgs Is azalatant scout-

Dave Blrgo about a problem on the ¢zboose roaf, mastar for hla troop, whieh Is cpencorad by Unit-

Kinchsular belongs to Troop 1677 and is a crow  od Prosbylerian Church of Scuthfizld,
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dio Richter ovorsees & créw of scouts that will give about 200
an hours to rafurblshing Ihe caboogo oxterior working toward ,
0 8ept. 15 deadiine. Richiter betongs to Troop 1677, which meets
United Proshotorian Church of 8outhfield; . N
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 James ‘Stophens, wio got the cabooserastoretion Balt roliin
makos the flnal clean-:p In the ralirosd car's lodf, whits the 3
B 8 wore belng lronad In readinzas £ hang. Staphena is eam-
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