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HE GUY on TV who liked
.ihe raror so much he
bought (he company has
pothing on Clarissn Goad
of Blrmin;

She dropped into the Minlnture
Mzkers’ Workshop of Royal Oak last
December for an $8.40 gift and
bought the store.

“I'had been looking for a store for
i four years,' said Goad, who took
over &g ewner/propletor in January.

As soon as she learned former
owner Barbara Blauman wanted to
scll before the end of tho year, Goad
was ready to deal. She and her hus-
band, Tom, were just about to teave
for Callfornia, 5o she left ber lnwyer
with pawer of atlorney.

From a phone booth along a Cali-
fornla highway, she learncd the
buslness was hers.

Goad, who 2ald her primary Inter-
est 13 jewelry making, brings a
wealth of volunteer cxperience to
thls endeavor, She has headed suc-
cessful fund-ralalng eampalgns for
several organizations including the
Blrmlogham Bleomfleld Art Assocl-
atlon, has been actlve in New Hord-
zons and the Bargaln Box, a Junior
League fund-raiser, based in' Bir-
mingham.
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il THE FINANCIAL aspect of these

¢ projects bas always been her partie-

i1 ular intercat, so when she says, "I

always wanted the experience of

ownlng my own business,” her quick

decislon makes sense. B
Mintatures and minlature mak-

ing, which go back to.ancient histo-

most lelsure-time actlvities in the
country, For many people, they con-
stltute a full-time business, net only
for the workshop teachers and shop
owners, but for those who supply
flne minlature picces to what has
Ikwccome an almost lnsatiable mar-
et

When she attended ber first trade
show in New York with Blauman in
January, Goad qulckly saw the po-
tential for exquisitely erafted minl-
ature furnishings and assessories,

.. .. The- “tag-of each chalr
1y, have grown to one of the fore- o e g

‘This could benelit the
local art communily.
There's a huge K

Tho S8noopy thome birthday
party was mado by Hiroko Ohba
of Farmington Kliis in a groen
and whito color echemo.

“My ultimate goal,” she said, “Is
to get the artists from all over
Michlgan to make collectable minl-
aturo things.”

And lest minlatures be regarded
lghtly in terma of either price or
quality, it should be mentloned that
these works, made to the scalo of
elther one-half inch to one foot or
one inch to one foot, are often as ex-
pensive as thelr full size counter-

A SINGLE pair of custon made
Victorian style drapes by Judee Wil-
Uamson of Clinton is $125. Willlam-
500, who gives workshops at Minla.
ture Makers’ in , makes
beautifully styled and upbolstered
furniture as well s mapy other cus-
tom pleces, ia considered one of the
ol artists in the field.

set of laser-carved and canoed bigh
back, perfod chalrs Is $270, Others
run much higher.

Almoat all of the things found o
homes — from modest to elegant —
are avallable in minlature — sler-
log silver, china, palntings, sculp-
ture, fine china, linens, tools, pots
&nd pans, cven aquariums,

An aquarfum, full of {lsh, was re-

ceatly made for Miniature Makers'
0

hollday scenes to take back to Japan
to help explain our customs. She
now produces many cholce scitings
a5 a business and also teaches a
closs [n mtllnlntm making for Japa-

in the minlature world
for hand-crafied things
y g

~— Clorissa Goad

BOB SUTTON of Rochester spe-
clalives In making tools and tool
benches. All bis tools work, even the
pliers, wrenches and saws,

" David Brennan of Pleasant Ridge
a

who produces a

Clarlssa Qoad holds a figure and period

Miniature Makers.

sparkling array of copper pans and
tea kettles, Judy Shelthouse, another
T

maker, creates period furniture,
such as four | carved ta-
bles and carved {lreplaces, She also
gives workshops at the Royal Oak
store.

Goad said she'd lke to find a glasy
artlst [n this area {0 do contempo-
rary glass. One New York State art-
Ist ia doing hand blown glass, but po
one to Goad's knowledge is doing
contemporary. .

- Miniature mania
Hobbiests live happily in a tiny, beautiful

She wanis to encourage some of
this arca's finc silversmiths to do
some custom pieces and [a looking
for a stalned glasy artist to flll the
requests for stalned glass windows.

“This could beneflt the local art
community,” she said. “There’s a
buge market in the minlature world
for hand erafted thinga . . . that's

“why I think we're different {frem

other miniature siores), we have

- banderaited things and clnsses, |
“We are hoplng to do a specla] |

Yy 39y 7.5 5 9
bod framo mado by Judy 8hellhouso, a Michigan minlaturo artist who glvas wmka!?opn atthe
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" editlon of Hunter House (the home
- of Blrmingham's foundlng !

amily) in
balf-lnch scale through the

workshops.*
Goad's son, Ted, 23, a graduate in
graphle design {rom Western Michl-

gan University; makes some of the

doll houses and baslc boxes which

helped bim build bis own bosiness,
While becoming acqualnted with
the minleture businst on-both the lo-
cnl and patlonal level, Goad says
mczduxmy'."baﬁvm trade th
C g tripa, trade thows,
seminars and workshops will all

_"be ready it clazs
schedalo and u lot of enexgy. - -

‘dhat - loako ka3t
oughi to bubble, flow
1 -&ndl SAp - Birt that's
. adeiphtiut ealon, it
-wes mhga by Hircho
Ohdn of Ferininglen’
Rilie. ! The.. uphnle’
tored / furnitere v ia .
v ecom . (0F-Foft) &
ke - by Sy
Sheihiosad el P
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