program
bears
fruit

By Joanne Mallszawek!
staff writer

Farmington's nloe-month-old Neigh-
borhood Watch Program has bed its
first success story,

With the help of a couple of phono
calls from members of the Farmington
Meadows watch program, Farmington
pollee nabbed four persons Sept. 1 for
aitegedly taking about $1,000 worth of
items from a garage, sald Detective
Chuck Lee, Inveatigator and erime pre-
vcnuun offlcer,

“This i3 the flrst arrest that this de-
partment has made on informatlon
they have recelved from Neighbarhood
‘Watch people,” Lee sald,

As of last Friday, Lece said, the
suspects, two age 15 and two age 18,
wera {ree pending the issuance of war-
rants oa the adults and the filing of pet-
itions on the juveniles,

Policoare also questionlng one of the
18:year-olts about other larcenies in
the area,' Leo safd, Police refused to dl-
vulge the suspeets’ names. ™~

The four were arrested just after
11: ss'pm Sept. 1 when police recelved

4 resident who noticed a
ge vehicle altting in his drive-
way " Lee sald.

A.‘ officera went to Laurelwood In
Farmington Meadows Scbdivision,
dispatchers recelved a second call
frem that Nelghborhood Watch area..
That caller reported that his garage
bad fust been broken into and gave a
descriptlon of a car with youths [nside.

THE CAR MATCHED the descrip-
tlon of the onc parked in the first
caller's driveway just a few minutes
carller, Lee sald.

The ear In the first caller’s driveway,
Lee said, contalned about $1,000 worth
af jtems that the second caller identt-
fled as just stolen from his garage.

About seven minutes after Farming-
ton police dispatchers recelved the
Nelghborhood Watch call, three of the
four suspects were apprehended while
walking near some homes a few blocks
away, Lee said,

A fourth auspect was later picked up
in Llvonia, Lee sald. “Because of the
alertness of the homeowner who inves-
tigated why his dog was barking and
his wife quickly going to the phone and
tellng the polico abeut the
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Newscaster turns her skills to teachlng

vehicle' the pollce were able to respond
to the area quickly and armed with de-
tnllcd information,” Lee said.

Meadows Subdivi-
slon Es one of 21 Nelghborkood Watch
strects In Farmington.

Fi bfgln.'lhn b
‘Watch program last January whea res-
{dents on- Lamar, off Orchard Lake
Road, flrst organized.

“What's difficult to measure is how
much erime has been deterred by the
algns on the street and stickers In the.-
thomeowners) windows,"” Lee sald.

“Slgns arc the big selilng (mlum,”
he rdded.

BESIDES THE 21 streets already or-
ganized under Neighborbood Watch,
Lee has three organizatlon meetlngs
scheduled for other areas of the clty

month,

"So far everything hu been word of -
mouth,” Lee said.

Jnlnlng the watch program doesn't
mean & lot of hrrd work or attending
regular meetings, Leo sald.

"We ask our people to meet twice a
year and that's to get thelr Initla) cortl-
fleation. That's it,” Leo sald.

Certification bolls down to neighbors
recelving Nclghborbood Watch atick-

* ers, d ma ving signs

posted
on thelr strects, hu llld.
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