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Use of thermography stirs up debate

Dy Richard Lech the country, Judge Franels X. O'Brien  technique to help patlents — whenused  up. And the technique is a helptul Inl-
stalt writar currently i3 in the process of viewlng  corveetly. tla) screening devlee for people who do
tho T certainly don't think people can  not want to be unnccessarlly pricked

The use of b Larky and make much scnso cut of them (thermo-  with needles or bathed In radtation.

has sparked some heated debate among
members of the medleal and legal pro-
fesslons.

Medical thermography Ls a technlque
for measuring the amount of heat emit-
ted by the body. Certaln temperature
differences are interpreted as signs of
soft-tlasue injuries or other problems.

1t was the subjcet of an Observer and
Eccentric Newspapers story recently.

F of the [nfrared tech
say it ts a means of dlagnosing saft-
tissue Injurics and sensory nerve lrrita-
tion without using needles or radiation,

‘They say the technique ts belng used
extensively by pain clinles to treat pa-
1lents and In court to prove individuals®
subjective complalnts of paln.

] 1

BUT OPPONENTS of thermography - NONE OF (he critics dlspute that TARIN cncluu& H

say it Is an unrellable technlque that is  thermograma give a heat pleture of the 4002.0. ! vg!?m‘(!’nl«'(.un lllﬂslg L
100 COUNT

not generally accepted by the medical
profession.

They sald that the doctors who do
use [t usually are involved In compen-
sation medlelne, trying to prove or

phy sald those who nppmo the u-cu-
nique have not worked with it enough
(o have the knowlcdxe needed to under-
stand it.

“There are even doctora today who
questlon the rellability of X-raya and
CAT Scans,” he sald. “The beauty of it
is that maybe u\mung;nms are anoth-
er step closer to ying
aensory nerve root lrriutlun

One of those giving a deposition was
radlologlst Dr. Charles Wexler of Encl-
no, CallL., a leading Ameriean thermo-
grapher. "Wexler has sald that in his
studles he has found thermography to
have a diagnostlc accuracy of 93 per-
cent, compared with 82 percent for
electromyelography.

body, They question how rellably the
hcat dlfferences can be Interpreted.

LaBan, for instance, satd he has, us-
ing hypno:l! caused patlents to dmnxc
thelr bod: — and th

disprove someone’s Injury or
clalm. Thermographle photes, with
thelr multl-colored views of the Interl-

or temperatures of the human body,

make impressive-Jooking pletures In
court, but can be decelving, they sald.

“What they'd llxe to be able to say is
that it Is objectlve evldence of abnor-
mality, and it ks not,” sajd Dr. Myron
LaBan, director of the Department of
Physical Medicine and Rehabilltation
at William Beaument Hospital, Royal
0Oak and Troy.

“The Interpretation is subject to
cnough variables that you can't mally
say it's a deflnite test of nbnarmn)lty
he sald.

*I don't know of any radiologlsts of
quality In the Detrolt arca who uses
thermography,” satd Dr. Phiillp Per-
kins, director of the radlology depart-
ment at Providence Hospital [n South-
field. “Most feel It ls quackery.” .

“Thermograms at this point are not
consldered reliable n the medlcal com-
munlty 23 a whole,” attorney Tom
Trenta of Avon Townshlp said. “It cer-
tainly docsn't secem to be In the hospl-
tals, nor does it seem to be used by the

.good urlhopcdlc surgeons or neurolo-

same technique could be used to dlswrt
o thermogram. But proponents of the
technique aald woll-trained thermogra-
phers take proper precautlons, fnclud-
Ing taking a series of thermograms of
the area of the body under study, to
make sure that the tmage Is valld,

grams) from merely looking at the im-
ages, which a radlologlst can do with
X-rays," besald,

“To mc:mlng(ully “interpret them,
they have ta be coordinated with other
aspects of the patlént’s history such as
a physical exam or other dlagnostic

tests,” added Rottenberg, who was not -

one of those glving depositions in the
lawsult.
' Rottenberg stressed that he would
not perform surgery based solely on a
thermogram.

Hut he sald he considered the test an
cffective way to detect sensory nerve
{rritatlon which an EMG cannot pick

« 15 Diffcrent Salads

The tlege of
In a policy statement adopted in Sep-
tember, sald «thermography of the
breast is “still an experimental proce-
dure with no established cllnlcnl indi-
catlons.”

1t was the consensus of orthopedic
surgeons at the 1884 meetlng of the
Ameriean Academy of Orthopedic Sur-
gery that thermography 1s not reliable
in measuring low-back paln, Trenta
said.

The American Medical Association
has no formal policy regarding thermo-
grams, an AMA spokesman sald.

However, an AMA dlagnostic and
therapeutic technology assessment sur-
vey conducted by a panel of experts
last year termed the technique experi-
mental and not yet established for clin-
teal use.

BUT LARKY said thermography ks
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+Rottenberg sald the reason xmllp's
such as the radlologists are opposed to
ure could be that they have
nnl wnrknd with it — and it also stands
to reduce.the use of EMGs and other
tests the radlologists use,

“For one Lhing, it may cut lnto thelr
revenue,” Rottenberg said. “People are
not wild about the Idea of getting a lot
of radiatlon and X-ray cxposure.”

‘Trenta safd ono of the depositions he
gathered Is from someone famlliar
with the technlque, a thermographer,
Dr. Leo Mahoney, associate professor
at St. Mary’s Hospltal at the University
of Toronto,
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“l( this device 13 so great and so  belng used clinically at such places as .
good, every medleal school in the coun-  John Hopkins University, mafor pain Rat FARMINGTON FARMINGTON WESTLAND WESTLAND
try would be using it, and they’re not,”  clinlcs, and the new Harper-Grace Hos- Coursaln ine Comploa v,,m,m“h,, 35151 GAAND RIVER 1108 FARMINGTON RO, 4500 FORD RD, 31528 XOY RD. \
LaBan said. “Anything that’s good In . pltals physical mediclne and rebabilita- OPEN 51, iom 4 . Sob e Omsts | - Sty Oofeaen Venoy .. L,
medicine 11 out there in three or four  tlon center in Southfleld. reservations - resarvations. « Package Liquor DEER :x: WIND . p.cf".; Liquor «Package -
weeks, and everybody’s using It." Dr. Mark Rottenberg is the center's 278-0888. - - .. 425-5520 A71-0326 % A78-8320 729-: * 427-9100
medlcal director, a clinlcal assistant - . -

‘TRENTA IS one of the defense coun-
sels in b auto accldent case, Kluek vs.
Borland, in Oakland County Clroult

* Court that has become somethlng of a
shawplece on the merits of thermogra-

phy.

When defense attorney Sheldon Lag-
ky of Oak Park introduced & thermo-
gram to help prove his client's com-
plaint of back paln, Trenta challenged
the validity of using a thermogram as
evidence. That sel up an evidentiary
hearing, for which both sides have vi-
deotaped medleal experts from across

professor at the Wayne State Universi-
ty School of Medicine, and chlef of the
musculoskeletal unit at the Rehabllita-
Ulon Institute In the Detrolt Mcdical
Center. Rottenberg said be hes found
* thermography to be a good dlagnestic

BoB’s

at

TO
THE DISNEY Ci R
AND SAVE $15.00
ON INSTALLATION.

L®
ORDER

Country House

Tha sign still says Livonia inn, but we
couldn't wait to let you know where | am.

HURRY! THIS OFFER VEXP‘RES 9-14-84

For the last four days, many of you had a Don't miss out on sharing The Disn :

_DlN NER SPEClAzLi 23 . cl):t:f«. 10 scc The Disncy Z:hzrincl for free, Channel with your f:lmllg o Dsney, .

BARBECUE RIBS /%14 ?fmlﬁigmﬁﬁﬂ’f“ togetitata Mail in this coupon and get your FREE copy :
e of the DISNEY TRIVIA GAME as well as

N.Y. STRIP STEAK ¢ 450
OHANGE ROUGHY » /5159

‘w/Bourbon Eut(Ot

You'll be able to experience the family
cntertalnment you've been looking for. On
‘The Disncy Channel, you'll see exclusive
%alurgs. like Alice in Wondedand,
umbo, Treasure Island, Mary Popplas,
Pollyanna and Swiss Family Roblnggn '
TV favorites like Davy Crockett and Zorro.

savings on
But huery.,
By This offer ends soon.

ld, . rolls & butrer

Lunch « Dinner » Cockeails

Entertainment = Banquers 10 223 . ' .
B rograms like DTV, music 3 tertal
. K u',"z N'HERZ" BIWDIM | . \1dc:Zor the gﬂ;}m Five Mile B muy: num mm?cm
12“! ‘6 Creek, an ori| dramatic serics; :
lhnlnn lcp!. 1hh Mouscterpicce Theater with -
db?BD Five Mile George Plimpton; and outstanding
Between Levan & Farmington original movles.

Livonla * 464-5555

[Y R

5 Lbs, or More

m T 49¢

mnlnnxm

i‘ 3 vESt d want The Disncy Qunneland totake, " <" =
ndunupo!yowmzyav!ngmhﬂmnﬂ'« PR . by )

 Plesegie me s calito
Installstion’

FRUIT ‘ND GOURML'I‘ BASKE‘I‘S AVAILABLE
TTY-WIDE DELIVERY . -
yer at Drake e I‘m-mmgton

RIS D BT




