Joinion

hie & armmgtun @haeruzr

a divislon of Buburban Communications Corp.

““ ) Lty

23352 Farmington Rd.
Farmington, Ml 48024

Stave Barnaby edlior/477-5450

Mondoy, Septomber 10, 1084

A family legend returns

AUNT MARY CAME to town re-
cently, and I'm stlll marveling at the
experience.

It had been at least 20 years since I
had last seen her, on a visit to my
grandmother in Indiana. Aunt Mary
had driven up from Florida for the oc-
casion.

These days, it’s not unusual for
women to travel alone, but back then,

before expressways, it was unheard of. .

Maklng the trip even more remarkable
was Aunt Mary's age. She already had
retired from her job as a school teach-
er. That meant she had to be some-
where around 70.

No one really knew her age, howev-
er. The story was that she had lied
about her age to get a job. The lie com-
pounded ltself over the years, and, the
storytellers Insisted, Aunt Mary no
longer knew her real age.

THERE WERE other things Aunt
Mary was known for, such as her an-
tiques. It was sald that she mortgaged
her antiques to buy her house in Flori-
da.

But in my memory, Aunt Mary was
best known for belng a health food fa-
natic, To be blunt, as a teen-ager, 1
thought she was a real kook, Affer all,
my mother was convinced of it.

Aunt Mary had committed the un-
pardonable sln of grawing sprouts in
my mother's refrigerator during one
visit to Michlgan.

Sandra
Armbruster

“Tell her to get those things out of
there,” my mother Instructed Dad.

A woman well-ahead of her time,
Aunt Mary extolled the healing prop-
ertles of alum and aloe decades ago.

“Break off a piece of the plant,” she
would advise, “and just rub It on your
skin.”

ATTITUDES HAVE changed in the
years since I last had seen Aunt Mary.
Restaurant salads and sandwiches
aren'’t complete without sprouts, and
my hand lotlon now comes with aloe
vera listed as a prominent ingredient.

While I have embraced holistic med-
icine, I'm aware there are other ways
than drugs to treat ailments. Frankly, I
was looking forward to picking her
braln on the subject.

'But Aunt Mary had to be somewhere
Around 80, What could I expect from a
woman that age?

Qulte a bit, as it turned out.

THE. WOMAN who walked into the

living room was the same person I had
seen 20 years ago. She hadn't changed

at all. It was ag if even time had lost
track of her age.

Aunt Mary still dressed well, talked
a lot and was forever on the go.

She was as full of advice as I had
hoped on everything from a dog’s coat
to human welght control, Irate that my
father had placed some books she had
sent In the basement, she took them
home with her.

What do you suppose she would re-
member from her whirlwind trip to the
metro area? The visit included a full
day at Greenfield Village and the next,
at Aunt Mary’s insistence, in the Henry
Ford Museum. She also toured Fair-
lane, went shopplng In Ann Arbor and
saw the RenCen.

NONE OF THOSE things made a
lasting impresslon with Aunt Mary.
“This is what I'm going to remember

from my trip to Detroit,” Aunt Mary -

said, setting her drink on the table.

We'were at the Summit, ogling the
view,

“What do you call these? Pina Cola.
das?” she asked.

\ Another lalc added to the Aunt Mary
ore.

« What I'll remember most about Aunt
Mary’s vislt was the drive home with
my ncarly teen-age son.

*I like her,” he sald. “She has some
good ideas,” -

I'm glad he didn't have to wait 20
years to find that out.
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oral quarrel

Opinions mixed on cancellation of video

This week, Oral Quarrel asked read-
ers: How do you feel about the pageant
video being canceled by state repre-
sentatives of the Miss Michigan
Pageant?

Following are the responses:

°

In regards to that questlon, I saw the

Pageant in person and you can rest as.
sured that the state repr of

Who cuns 1 have to admit this is a

the Pageant are doing you a faver by
not airing it.
°
Well rules are rules and if that Is
their rules then you cnn’t argue about,
can you?

stupid
.

I feel jt is not fair and I feel it is
pretty typlcal of the way Michigan
State Representatives and everything
clse is run,
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from our readers

Reader likes colurh_n
on ‘Sister Mary’ ~

To the editor: '

1 haye been in the Detroit area for about a
year now. There are very few things I enjoy
about this ‘area, however, your column in th the,
Farmington Observer is oneof them.

Your thoughts on the censorship “Ralse the -

can bet the public outery would be tremen-
dous, a3 §t should be. Why, then, should Catho-
lics not expect equal treatment?

Much more I3 at stake than that “these folks
aren't -interested in seeing the play.”" The
Catholic League for  Religlous nnd Civil
Rights, representlng the thts of a lnrge
group of i in

.any acuon which. dlsplayu Catholic prejudice,
and'Insults its members.
Is no more or less than what the

,curtain on free speech; Show ‘Sister Mary' ¥,  NAACP would do for its members and [ won-

was very good. Maybe because it rcﬂected my
views, be that as it may, I just wanted to ex-
press my thanks for enjoying your eolumn, I
;\150 enjoy your views on clly council meet-
Ngs.

Just like I've always been going to wrue a
letter like this and never do, I kecp talking
about attending a-council meeting and never
do. So I depend on you to keep me abreast of
what our elected officials are up to.

I've now written rhy first letter. Maybe I
will get to a counchl meeting.

. Fred DeLong,
Farmlngton Hills

Decries Barnaby’s
column about play

Steve Barnaby might better express his
sympathy for members of the Catholic Church
than for Harry Nederlander, owner of the Bir-
mingham Theater. I strongly disagree with his
editorial ‘Sister Mary’ play should get showing
{Plymouth Observer, Aug. 30, 198

One hears a great deal these dnys nbout
censorship and in the main I, too, am opp
to it. However, it Is not censnrshlp to, lorbld
that which offends and degrades any ségment
of American society. I don'’t belleve “encour-
aging different ideas" should Include religious
sacrilege, bigotry, or pornography.

If the Birmingham Theater were to run a
play glorifying the Nazi's persecution of Jews
or depicting blacks as shiftiess and lazy, you

+

der it Mr. Barnaby would criticlze them ina
similiar situntion.
The play Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It
All For You should not be shown.
Allce Radwick
Plymouth

Cancels newSpaper
because of column

To the editor:

Mr, Barnaby's splendidly eloguent defense
of free speech (Ralse the curtain on free
speech; show ‘Sister Mary,' Thursday, Aug. 30)
deserves applause. :

One cannot help but wonder, however, how
staunch the editor's stand might have been
had-the group targeted been any other cultur-
al, religious or ethnie minority.

'We are caneeling our subscription of fifteen
years. Such hypocritical display of libertari-
anism i3 an Insult to intclligent readers of any
denomlnation.

.5, Guy H, Murel
‘Farmington Hills

Farmingtori..
readers’ foriim

Send letters lo: the ednz;;. #érmlnglun Ob-
server, 23352 Fi
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9 MAKEUP AND PIMPLES
e It you broak out with pimples, blackhoads, or acno,
0

you do not noad to stop using makoup. You do neod .
\o avold oily makeup or olly molsturizers.
Fhm our pationts a complote and dotalled list .
ol oll-free makeups, molsturizors, soaps, and sun- P
screona. Products on the liat are avallable in drug- B .
stores wlihout a prescription. A ool
Mozt treatment Is compietoly paid for by your
madical insurance. (Wo tako care of the forma and
bliting for you). L
JON H. BLUM, M.D., P.C. s
MARK L, NELSON, M. D., Ph,D,
DERMATOLOGISTS
32805 W. 12 MILE
FARMINGTON HILLS §53-2000
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