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5 teachers

echo claims
of court suit

By Mario Chestnoy
staf! writor

The recent flllng of a lawsult by a
fired teacher agalnst Catholic Central
High Schoot has led to charges of righta
vlolatlons by other former teachers of
the Redford Tosraship parochlal schoo),

Raymond Owen, an 11-year teacher
at the schoo), recently filed a lawsult in
Wayne County Clreult Court charging
that he was flred in Moy becausa he
told the school's principal, Rev, Philip
Acquaro, detalls of his perzonal life and
that he bad a divoree pending,

Owen sald the fleing violated his
rights under a state law prohlbiting dis-
crimination based on marital status,

Hls charges agalnst the school prin-
cipal wero echoed by flve former Cath-
olic Central teachers who generally

‘The fewer the phono
calls (from parents),
the less flak you got.
He should support
teachers when parents
come in. He should tell
Johnnie to work harder
80 that the (school’s)
standards don’t go
down. What thay've got
there now Is grade
infiation.’

Gordon Marquotio,
former toacher

clalmed that Acquaro di teach-
crs [or personal reasons.

A teacher now at the school, who has
taught for 27 years under aix differcnt
principals, deseribed as “Incredible”
the number of teachors fired in the lnst
four years under Acquaro.

Accordlog 1o a former employee, 21
teachers (20 lay teachers and one
pricst) efther voluntarily have left or
been flred n that time.

CATHOLIC CENTRAL i1 a well-
known all-male high school which
moved {n recent years from the west
slde of Detrolt to Redford Township,
The achool, operated by the Bastlian
Fathers, has 1,100 students with 45 lay

Cities
ponder
‘Choice

teachers and 10 priests on the teaching
staff,

Ings, Owen's lawsuit or charges or
complalnts of the former teachers.
Patrick McDonald, a Blrmingham-
based attorney representing the school
in the lnwsuit, sald there was “po truth
to the allegations” in Gwen's lswsuit.
McDooald sald that bocause the mat-
ter was In litigation ba did not
discuss &u*‘%& he 2ald: “When
tried, the allega will not be sup-
ported. Chatolic Central hes an excel-
lent staff and few mmlzvm when com-
pared to other schools. Acquare Is a
falr administrator.”
A .

s
among tho teaching siaf]

coce department, fall into the follow-
ing maln categories:

® “Unjust, arbitrary and capricious®
firings of teachers which have led to an
atmosphere of “fear, paranola and anx-
{ety” among the school’s lay staff

e of the Vo-
ter's Cholce amendmeat on the Nov. 6
electlon batlot makes it difflcult for lo-
cal offlelnls to accurately plopolnt how
clty coffers would be affected.

“Due to the complexities and vague-
ness in the propased constitutionnl
amendment, it 18 difflcult to provide o
definltlve analyals with any degres of
accuracy since many areas of various
interpretations exist,” wald Charles
Roseh, Farmington Hills flnance diree-
tor, in a meme to Clty Manager Willlam
Costlek.

The memo, which dlscusses the po-
tential impact of the Voter's Choice
Amendment, was [pcluded In cofnell

rember's packet of information for to- -

night's meeting. It is not, however,
scheduled for discussion t

While interpretations of the impact
of the proposed amendment abound,
Rocch estimated that the city standy to
lese about §970,000 in revenucs (6.3

ﬁen:cnl of the city's current $15 mil-
on budget).
ROSCH BROKE down the estimated

Ploasa tum to Page 9

Watercolor history come

By Jaen
loff writor

Colorful pleces of Farmington histo-
Ty arc zbout to come out of the sttic
and take their places in published an-
Dals thanks to the efforts of the Farm-
{ngton Historieal Commizsion.

Schodnled to be published in mid-
fall, the book will contaln 10 watercol-
or palntlogs by Lillian Drake Avery,
plus description and taxt of farm lifo in
early Farmington Township,

heldutormbookumollxmhy
"pure aécldent” says Jean Foz, publi-
catlon chulr for the Hill’ Historical
on,

Whila

® Teachers fear belng flred, reas-
algned or put on probation for reasons
1 to thelr In the

wantto

Recycled
homes

The house pictured abovo fs
ono of Honry Baicerzak's recy-
cled homes undor construc-®
tion on the corner of Farming-
fon Road and Glen Orchard
Drive. A regidant of Farming-
ton_Hills for 32 years, Balcer-
zak, right, lgarned his building
skills from his ¢ather and has
beon In the business for 50
yoeore,

By Jean Adsmczak
olaff wttor

These rango from getting

classroom,
oa the “bad alde” of Acquaro to person.-.
1)

ality clashes between principal and
teacher to Uving a ifestyle or baving
bellefs which clash with Acquaro's,

® A lack of support from the princi-
pal when parents complaln about thelr
student's falling grade,

@ No unioq or contract protection or

security for teachers when a personali—]| [three Bomes In
around F

ty or bellef elash does oceur.
@ Feelings of Insecurity and powes

lessness brought on by a contract which
te it with-

allows either alde to terminal

out explanation, The contract demands

only that the termination decislon be

made in good faith, X
McDonald advised Acquaro’ not to

discuss comments mada by the former

chers,

tea
Gordon Marquette, who taoght 18
years [n the school's wleﬁ o
0

“I-prefabricated bomes,
s and recyeled

There are mobile homes, new bomes,
homes under con-
bomes,

moved tzlil':elrpmt!l&?um o::}ﬁ
corner of Farmington d and
Orchard Drive.

*T call them recyeled houses,” says
the 72-year-old Balcerzak. “A recycled
housc 15 21 good o better than new.”

Balcerzak purchased the cormer
property in 1978 because It was & “rea-
sonable price.” The first home
bought was relocated from Franklin
Road where it had o be moved due to

::nll:nd yogowllh pharmaceutical
001 for a a
{lrm [n 1982, callod Acquaro “a good

Plense turn ta Page 8

Avery’s in the attic of the Uakland
County Ploneer and Historlcal Soclety

Pontiac. -

“To me, Lilllan Drake Avery was the
S e

‘armington & long ago,
Fox who Is vice chalr of the Hills’ His.
torical on.

"’Wo didn’t kn:‘:m'nhmuﬂn,
we just thought nhe was an Interesiing
local character,” adds Fox,

Imagine

uilder makes bi
to his corner of world

The home was moved In November
1983 and was occupled In May, 1984,

The second bome, the one bo is cur-
rently working on, used to be an attor-
_pey’s offlce on Maple Road, west of Or-

“This will be quite a house when
we're done with it” says Balcernk
sulte” en to the houso that witllbea
room with jts own bath, separate from
the main house and connectad by a side
*That’s 5o when the grandchlldren
get on the mother-In-law’s nerves she
¢an havo somewhere to get away,” be

THE HQUSE will be on the market
far about $125,000 he says, adding that
i it were a new home the cost would be
more than $200,000.

E—wdly. He plans {0 add & “mother-in- homa,
w

Tech lags

behind
promises

By Joanne
ataff writor \

Msliszowskl

~

* Although '

to

untll

(SW
cstes M.etraz‘klm wg;[d be ablo
y provi serv]
socurity and meter
tochnol n"mmdu}g

aod cost-effectlve to pravide,
Samouelirn said.

‘What bas hapj Samon
an, s that cable firm offlcials promised

penod, says ell-

more then they could
.

ces are not available for h:cm
elinn safd,

to sell," Bamou:

IN MAKING ' their proposals to cit,
ies, cable firms figured portions of
of B soptneniat s 27T

sophisticated services,
But a3 its turned ont, tho cabla firms

overestimatod potential profits and un-
ited costa.

yHllls, R

‘The proposed amendmmonts, incloding

2 MetroVirn's rats focrense

nust 'go before each of the three cocn-

cils for approval g

The ‘proposed ameadments, which

refloct changes iz the entlre cable In-
dustry Inclade:

gmove

well, if not better, as new homes on tho
market. -

Another advantage’ to
bomes is that clder hohses’ sre
better and can withstand thamove. ::

“1 can’t buy wood like the stulf used
when this housa waa bullt,” be says, Lo
dlcating the solld, 30-year-old

Moving & bonse eumymjea.n

2 laa
costs from $5,000-38,000 to mave
structive and then asother. £3,000-

mave. -
“MetroVision, Ma Bell, Edlst &od

tive to buying a Dew bome, and
that recycled bomes are bullt fust as

Pleasa tum to Poge?

resoarching, Fox ran across an
old, band-tooled leather b t

. ot II N

. alive
bers) thought It would bo Interesttliy to L : .
get bher (Avery) out of the attlc and ihto |

hlic " Pax the doci-
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