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Tax break
urged for.
business

By Joanne Maliszewskl
staff writor

As far us many developers and cor-
porate leaders are concerned, Farm.
Ington Hills apparently Is well-known
for i tough sttitude toward granting
tax ngammvfubt‘lor bm!msxm

And most Farmington Hilla counci)
members don't mind the reputation,

“You already have the reputation of
oot granting tax abatement under al-
most eny clrcumstances,” Bill Bow-
man of Thompson-Brown Realtars, told
the Farmington Hills council Mondny.

Bowman, who works closely with
corporate leaders interested in locating
thelr firms in Farmington was
asked his oplnion of councll’s tendency
to deny requests for tax abatement,

Many firms that would otherwise be
interested in moving to the clty “would
cross you off thelr llst” because of the
clty's poor hlstory of grantlng tax
abatements, Bowman continued,

At the request of Mayor Charles Wil-
Uams, counell discussed the posalbitity
of establlshing a policy outlinlng which
cases the clty would or would not grant
tax sbatement under the state’s Act
198,

Act 198 13 o mechanlsm used by
meny communitics to entice business
into the arca with the promlse of tax
abatement.

UNDER THE state act, 2 city, such
23 Farmington Hills, may grant an {n-
dustrizl businczs a 50 percent tax
abatement on the cost of elther u pew
facility or an addltion to'an exlsting fa-
cllity. Tax abatement under Act 108
cansiot be granted 1o an offteo develop-
ment.

The abatement may bo granted for a
period of one to 12 years, The buslness
would get a 50 percent tax break on
city, county, school znd state taxes,

In Its 10 years of cityhood, Farming-
ton Hills has granied tax abatements
under Act 198 to only ¢wo businesses —
Diamond Automation and Ingersolt
Rand, satd Councllwoman Jod! Soro-

nen.

At the start of the meeting, Williams
and Councilmen Joe Alkateeb and
Donn Wolf made 1t clear they opposed

* tax gbatement.

As discusslon continued though, It
appeared the establishment of 2 coun-
ell poliey could be in the offing,

BUT COUNCELWOMAN Joan Dud-
ley cut short the discusslon.

“I had not plarined on speaking on
this” ahe sald. “But I am getting dls-
turbed.”

Opposed to establishing any type of
pollgy. Dudley sald each request for tax
abatement should be judged on its indl-
vidual merits rather than accordlng to
a policy set by a counell,

Without argument, councll unoffi-
clally declded that businesses’ requests
for tax abatement under Act 108 will
be handled as they always havo beeg —
on an Indlvidual baats, .

"I'm eoncerned with lstlng even erl-
teria,” sald Councilwoman Joan Dud-
ley, who oppesed cstablishing a polley,
“I think its a dangerous limltatlon.”

Worse than Uimlting the current and
{uture councils to a List of criteria,
Dudley sald, iy the “great deal of heyi.
taney” to change a council polley when
deemed n . Council hay an *'a)-
moat awbborﬂus“ when It comes to

a policy.

I ﬁknenluvlng well enough alona as

far an (Act) 198,” Alkatach sald, adding
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oral quarrel

Editor's note: The Observer &
Eccentric today looks at Oakland
University, which celebrates ity
25th birthday this month. Stories,
appearing throughout the paper,
are marked by a special anniver-
sary logo.

By Kathy Parrish
siatt writor

Some folks will never forglve
Oakland University for not becom-
ing the “Harvard of the Midwest.”

Dedicated to the idcal of a small
Nberal arts school catering to sclect
students, they are upset that OU Is
now a mid-size unlversity educating
malnly commuters from Oakland
and Meromb counties,

And they object to thosa diverse
students learning not only phijoso-
phy but also such practical akills as
bow to take a temperature or use a
computer,

BUT PRESIDENT Joseph Cham.
pagne contends that OU, at a quar-
ter century, is doing just what its
founders Intended — serving the

OU's 23-yoar-old Kresgo Library boasts
488,000 volumos, Including a 8,100-velumo
rere book collection. It also foaturos sub-
ocriptions to 2,000 Journals, back (saucs of

OU cel

Campus marks

branch.

-beeds of the community that our-
tured it.

“It's kind of & fun expresslon, but
why would we want to aspire to be
the ‘Harvard of the Midwest?’ ** asks

Champagne.

“All wa need to be is the Oakland
of the Midweat.”

Twenty-five years ago this fall,
Michigan State University-Oakland
opened lts doors to 570 commuter
Atudents, Mceting In classrooms that
‘were once chicken coops on Matilda
and Alfred Wilson's Meadow Brook
Farm, they took basic courses
taught by 24 faculty members,

The Wllsons donated thelr man.
slon, horse farm and $2 million to

varlouo newspapars, a solection of govorn.
mont documonta end a porforming aorts

ebrates
25th birthday
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By Joanno Mallazewoki
stalf wrltor i

1t the proposed Voters Cholco

. amendment on the Nov, 6 electlon bal-

lot passcs, Farmington HIlls wogld

take more of a beatlng than city offl.

clals or} whea the

amendment was first proposed earlfer
year.

The proposed constitutiona) amend-
ment would require citles 4o roll back
tho current tax level to the rate levied
In 1981,

But Farmington Hilts finds jtself In o
alightly different situntion from some "
other cltles.

In 1981, tho ity lovied 8.5 milta (for
operatlon and debt). That's more than
the 8 mllls levied this gear,

"1t'a a ridiculous assumption that we
can roll up the rate,” sald Charles
Roach, finance director, -

INSTEAD,. Farmington Hills would
have to roll back its tax rate to the low-
est the clty levied elnce 1081, according
to the Michigan Munlcipal League's in-
urp:euuon of the propesed amend-
men

Tho lowest rate levied gince that fis-
md-ym was 7.4 mills in 1088, Rosch

Much of the problem tn n/
the ezact “impact of m‘ph;po o

But if Farmington Hills was foreod

LTUES

eIt Con misancatiin Cuapiealisn AU HENG Revtyed

ns voters

The clty would alss be affected by &
similer cut In revenues to the Gakland
County Road Commlesion.

“This will 1

provement plans on these roads woold
come to a halt.” .
THE PRO/ ent would

POSED amendm,
alzo roquire the city to roll back' its
current 10-mlll charted lmit to 18
mllis, Rosch safd, )

That represents an approximately
$2.3-million loss of potential revenue. .

*"We would not be able to levy this”
Rosch sald, .

If tho city cannot Increase revonues,
then expenditures would have to be re-
duoced, Roschzald, :

“We're jost golng
cato a emaller pie,” ho sald,

The {esun w

would..
the adoption of any new taxes,

CONSEQUENTL!
city requests a tax

the budget, the request wonld have to

0 to the le for a vote.

NOW AN independent university § toroll back its tax rato to 7.4 mills, the 5 But mpfopmo costs money, about
serving more than 12,000 students, § Clty would lose app Y $10,000, excluding the cost of adverils.
o has 38 i s Sommervr oo B Mhihed o that Tous 08 ther & .
pus 8 budl Some of thoso oas sbother  “That meany the ot would havs to
oven need new steam plpes, they'vo | $333,000 the city would bave gained azk for a slightly hrger tox
been around so long. lhmugh!holiu'l‘ruth!nhnﬂannt than nooded to balznca the bodget to

With 1,400 full- and part-time em- § That brings the clty's potential loos In - pay for the election, K
ployees, OU offers 60 undergraduate property tax 1o 2 total $433,000, Tho propasod constitational amend-
n:ﬂ:g 28 masiers degrees and Under the Truth o Tazatlon Act, a ment would aleo require & popular vota
doctorates in’ 8. reading” | clty bas o reduce iia tax rato If the or four-fifths approval by a legialative
and biologleal sciences, stale equalized value has tncreasod body for the adoption af any vew fee,

Over time, the school's annual op- §  €Bough to provide additional revenue. Hcense, user fee or permmit.
erating budget bas grown from $1 Adly.bwm-mlﬁﬂmmlh_ Becauze ihe city councll In the past
million to $43 milllon In 1988-84, tax rats undes tho Truth fn Taxative ' p,, approved Increases in fecs, Rosch

Glenn Stevens, executive Act following a public 3 suld the ‘current schedule of charges
of the Presldents’ Councl) of Stata IN ADDITION to the ioes of rovenue would most Likely be tnaffected by the
Colleges and Unlversities, credlts from property taxes, the proposed  proposed t. -
OU with ly cssing the d: would alsa canse an $8,400 “It wouldn't roll anything back but
needs of a rapidly npranding area, cut in the amount of state shared reve- would ralse problems In the foture,™.
While offering & balanced educa- ouea recelved by the city, sald, becawse of the four-fitihy
tional program, it reaches out into While city administrators find the majority (6-1 vote of the council) of
the community with cultural and ac- potential loss in - taxes bad  vote (of the public). “Tt cuts the ability
ademic offerings, he explained, enough, concern Is greatest for the esti-  toact. o4 N

“It i8 & multi-purposs instltution,” mated $530,000 the city would lose in Under the proposed t, any
sald Stevens. “Oakland has boen re- Act 51 (a portion of the state gas and leuthntwmnouwwedby-tm\-
sponsive to the demands and needs Welght taxes that the city reccives for  flfths approval (-1 vota of the councll),
of the area, And I expect that to con- road malntenancs) money, d revert to the level charged i
tipue” Tha city's share would be redoced 1981, Rooch sald,

Plaase tum to Pagod | because the proposed amendment P amendment would also
would also roll back the state’s ges and  roll back the {ncrease two years ago In
welght taxes. . state’s Incoms tax,

By Joan Adamczak
ataff writer

Survival” course offered

by Farmington Publle Schools Is not 2 - tures

clazs ahout bow to survive In England.

It i8 & course offered by the district’s

bilin; program deaigned to ald for-
clznsuu;lienh who are extremely Limit.

d in thelr use and understanding of

Last school year the program cov-
ered 13 different languages and cul-
and had an enrollment of 388 st
dents, according to Haroune Alamed-
dine, coordinator of the bilingual pro-

gram.
To o the program, 64 lan-

.guages spoken by students in Farming-

ilingual program opens

ton schools were narrowed down to 18,
and a staff for each 'la:-
guage was bired, says Alameddine, who
has been with m“y.ncbool district for 15
years.,
“Wa are o small Unttad Natious in
" Tho prosracs s e Far
8 program ces -
ton Publle School lw:m

area pa-
rockial achools,” Oakland county

As the election draws closer, mn-

How do you feel about
Voters’ Choice ballot?

Today's Oral Question Is:

] {ficials are tallylog op what - looomyﬂ:
:jmph:lp;mlolhdrbudm féct your espport of the Voters'
Although tl P

bound on how the law will atfect  To answer call 477
ach cty, Parmington Hlls olicals 5430, You hare satl s g oo s
are coatemplating tha loes of revenve  to antwer this Look in
and cuts in services If that results. dlrggwmﬁ;mhwmwnbm

what’s inside

Cable Connection. . . . BA
Classlfieds . Sectlons C,D,E
ClubClreult. . . . . .. 4B
Community Calondar . , 3B
Editorfala. . . ..., .18A
Obltuaries ., oo J4A
8ports . .-, ., .SectlonC
8uburban Life. . . Section B
NEWSLINE . , . . 477-5450

CLASSIFIED ADS . 501-0800
- HOME DELIVERY , £91-0500

“SOLD THE FIRST DAY}
G, Andarson was plassed with

Eccentric AUTOMOTIVE/TR-
ANSPORTATION Classified ad
placed. “Over calls' and
they're silll calling! I'm amazed
atthe responsa, { wili tell pacple
to advortise with youl" .

Remember,..
Ono call
d it allt

schools, courts, police departments and

addresses individaal famlly problems.
‘“We are very happy giving these ser

vices,” says Alameddine, “This is

up new worlds |
T

any of the three

tako us back-

t0 have to reallo-

amendmen;
a voto of tho peopls on
.Y, Roach sa\d, if the
Ix;uuumlmamz




