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Northwestern corridor to host shopping complex

By Mary Lou Callaway
apoclal writer

Ancther abopplng complex will be
bullt on 145 acres on Orchard Lake
Road, just north of Northwestern High-
way, in West Bloomficld.

Developer Jetfrey Surnow and land-
owner Frank Gruda oarrowly (4-8) won
rezonlng approval Monday from the
Weat Bloom!field Township Board after
several months of controversy,

tces Dennls Vatsls and Dorothy

Mclntosh and Treasurer Andrew Lobo-

docky, with backing from Pebblecreck
d

But Lelb agued, *I acknowledge a lot
of peopls don't want more shops, Fur
12 years op (he planning

gets out of offices at the same time, but
lwru traffle is all hourn. This roning

saw the same people who always op-
pase everything. If you want Lo be pop-
ular with them, vole with them,

"You want open apace? Go walk In
the woods,” was Lelb's advice to the
treasurer.

McINTOSH ARGUED the board
would set a rezonlng pmccdem by add-
Ing more stores. others are
subsquesntly turned down, they'll take
the tawnship to court.”

However, Doherty said, “Everybody

d the future of d
ln ro,

BP m scrves only the developer
and landowner, charged Gordon Allar-
dyce. who represested Pebblecreek.

lanning director bas testlffed re-
uu xcamla more trafflc than offlce,
There are one mitlion square feet of
shopplng from 12 Mile Road (ln Farm-
Ington Hills) to Maple (on Orchard
Lake Road). More shopping is not need-
ed.”

Allardyce, a planning commizsioner
who wili become a trustee (o Novem-

ber, brought up Surmow'a earller
threats to erect an “ugly” two-story off-
jce bullding when his petition waa
turned down earller this yecar. “He
ranted, stormed, threateoed and tried
to intimidate you,” Aliardyce sald.

*] WASN'T at that meeting, so I
couldn't be lntimidated. I'm tough to
Intimlidate,” Doherty sald.

Lobodocky also referved to Surnow's
asking to bave the rezoning tabled be-
fore thoe August primary election,
pleading uuancing difficulties because

of interest rates. The treasurer sald
those rates haven't changed since that

e

IN OTHER BUSINESS, the board:

® Amended the zoning ordinance to
allow for rear-yard setbacks of at least
20 feet in a boalnesa (B-3) distriet ~—
except when adfacent to &, residentlat
district. Then, the setback must be at
least 75 feet.

® Appolnted Alexander Ferguson to
the b\ulﬂng anthority for three years,
replacing Donald Van Everty, who has
moved out of the township.

an
Cltizens for West Bloomfleld, could not .
persuade Supervisor John Doberty,
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| biggest
concerns
‘of American
home owners.
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