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Glorified rummage sale
Cast-offs have historical roots

By Loralne McClish

“But the Halloween rentals were
and gave us the money to In-

stalf writer

Members of Farmington Players can
be found almost everyday now in their
theater barn, weeding out the costume
collection to get ready for “A Glorifled
Rummage Sale, sct for Friday and
Saturday, Sept. 28-29,

Glorifled?

“Yes. Because our rummage has his-
forlcal roots,” said Hope Nahstoll,
long-Ume custodian of the players’ cos-
tume closet who Ls sharing the dutles of
chairing the sale wlth May Arvo,

"We started collectlng when Mrs.
Willtam Lancadter, an elocution teach-
er of the old school, declded she would
no longer be able to handle her collee-
tion of costumes used for class recltals
of her students or for rent at Halloween
time.

“Mrs. Lancaster's story is a part of

vest In some flne period clothes,” Nahs-
toll zaid. “We didn't bave to give up the
Idea of dolng one certaln play becausa
of expensive costuming. If we needed
o go out and rent from commeriecal
sources we could do so, or buy new ma-
teclals to make costumes, and then
they becamo avallable for rent”’ -

It wasn't long before Farmington
Players were known throughout south.
west Michigan as the place to go for a
costume, for any occaston, or any time
of the year.

Church groups, schools, other com-
munity players, a8 well as lndividuals
came knocklng, and some of the
groups, Nahstoll zaid, came to depend
on Farmington Players' closet to cos.
tumc their shows.

“But the Halloween rentaly had to be
glven up several years ago. We had too

our “history, for there are
people in Farmington who came to her
as youngsters with serlous speech
Impediments whose llves were cnor-
mously ca.lched by her careful, preclse
speech tralnlng. She was stlll working
with some of those students fnto her
late '80s."

Waen the players bought the Lancas-
ter collectlon, a space (n the barn was
assigned to house It. Today, the back-
stage crew s hard put to work lts way
through a barely passable alste llned
with marked boxes, shelves and racks
fited with memories of past perfor-

mances, -

UP FOR SALE is a variety that runs
from {lshnet tights to straw hats; from
peried lingerie to untforms; (rom para-
sols to a horsehalr hat.

“We're heavy on tuxedos, long dress-
esand large picces of fabric that have
never been eut for o costume,” sald
Arvo,

+"Moat of it Is rather kooky, ldeal for
Haloween-costume shoppers, but o sur-
prising amount 1s useable,” she said
pointing to a classic shirtwaist dress,
“Even some of the deflnite period
things might be worn today; handbags,
sweaters, coats, cestume jJewelry.

The players who are dolng the weed-
ing of the closet are making what
Nahsloll called “some wrenching decl-
slons.” .

Some of that wrenching comes from
Just plain hostalgia from a by-gone
play, and some comes out of practicali- .
t

y"Wh:n to let go, what we've just got
to keep takes some thought,” Nahstoll
said. “So often the thing we let go is
desperately needed in the very next
play and maybe we've stored It for
years and never used it. Or we've used
it s0 much It's tattered. But maybe
tattered ts what will be needed, Even
29 I speak I've found out we're golng to
aeed such 2 garment for the “ereature”
in “Frankenstein” (the players' fall
show) and I'm afraid such a jacket was
put into enc of the bags for the sale.”
THE PLAYERS fIrst jnvestment In
costumes, the Lancaster collection,
was inlended to be paid for by reating
out pieces for Halloween partles. The

- plan was to rent out just long enough to

get thelr cost back; throw out the Hal-
loween-y things and hang on to the pe-
riod clothes,

{583

many irr gers o whom
the extra deposit wasn't sufficient in-
centlve to return the costume,” Nahs.
toll safd.

ALONG THE WAY another factor
came into play that added to the well-
stocked costume closet.

“Much of our collectlon has come as
glfts from area familles who give us
period clothes. Many of our patrons ap-
preciate having an agency in the com-
munlty who will treasure mother’s
1026 wedding dress or grandmother’s
Swedish embroldered trousscay lnens
brought from Sweden by a young bride-
to-be coming 1o a strange iand to mar-
ry her flance,” Nahstoll sald,

Also along the way Nahstoll has be-
come a sought-out authority on period
clothing, Now it is not unusual that she
is called upon to tell what lace would
have been used on a 10th century wed-
ding dress, or what bandkerchief would
bave been carried by a Victorian maid-

en.

So it Is not uncxpected that she
should be custodian of two dresses that
belonged to Edessz Slocum and her
mother, dzughter and wife of former
Michlgan Governor Fred Warner,

‘Those two gowns, both worn on state
oceaslons, are not up for sale. They
have been placed in Nahstoll'a care un-

til the Farmington Hlstorical Moscum -

c2n arrange for them to be placed In a

proper dlsplay case,

Meanwhlle, she i3 using her expertise
the what.lo-k hat

in
!lrlcl»glrdetl;lun! lezding up “to the
end-of-September sale.

SALE HOURS for the glorifled
rummago shoppers are from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. both days in the theater bam at
32332 12 Mile Road. All the mer-
chandlse will be displayed in the room
that Is normally used for the play's aft-
erglows,

Nahstoll thinks of the merchandise
as ideal for the do-it-yourselfer.

“There is every possible kind of ma-
terlal for eraft projects, and so many

. long gowns that have encugh good ma-

terial to do something with’ 1t that is
comblned with a Litle Imaglnation, she
Id, -
Arvo adds, “There are no (theater)
props In this sate, Just clothes. A wholo
barn-full.”
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The gown of gray lace over pink
salin May Arvo ahows at right,
Popular in the '40s, is typical of
the more elogant gowns that
will be on one of at least a doz-~
en racks during Farmington
Players salo days. Balow, Ellis
Jorgensen tries on one of a
growing collaction of hats that
will be up for sale. Arvo is
chairwoman of tho Players' -
costume closet this senson,
and co-chairman for tho sale
working with 8 committee that
will flll tho entire theater barn
with historical cast-offs for
shoppers.
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Carol Grean, at fott and above, showod how oasy It was to put
together two diverso costumos plcking at random from the boxes

.[band, “The First Step’ can offer a

‘The First Step’ -
Y answers area need
for extended day care

The A-frame bulldlag oo tha gronnds bullt-ln statf for unlimited dally 1eason
of Farmington YMCA i3 In the fina] plans,” he sald. X
throcs of renovation to prepare to duty ~ “The First Step” is the most recent|
for “The First Step,” and will be ready of added services extended by the Joca}

to recelve its firat 2% to §-year-old cli- Y which Bush callod *'onc of the 10 topf. -
cots 1, ! in the coun-| "

. | success storles among Y's

*“The First Step” is tho Y's answer to try.” .

the need for extended day care with .

bours scheduled from 7 am. to 6:30 BUSH BELIEVES the bulldiog with|

pm. weekdays, s0mo of the cxtras other Y's don't have, {*
“Tho extended day care Is somewhat such as an indoor track o whit)pool |

of a splnotf of Primo Time that is oper- might accocnt for acme of that succees, |~

atlng In flve elementary achools now,” bat mors than that, the local ¥'s em-|
sald Kevin Bush, the Y's cxecutive di- phasts unﬂlllnxngednloreommunlly

care (Prime Time) was researched 80 “Prime Time.and First Step would

make surc this was & servico that was be examples of thaso naads, or the Minj

needed befaro we put up the monay for Critters and Crispy Critters

tbat, and wo've research the need for devalmenlpmmm).orumlwpped-,

“Tho Firat Step' tha same way,” tp activitles we've got under way for
Bush contlaued by saylag that the ¥ tbe Junlor high kids. ar the expansion of

s o wmny in-iouse spoctallsts at Indian Guides,” Bush said.

uoique courriculum, As inall Y rogramy, theso peracos
" “We've got ballet teachers, mmsic wbonrnmu-ngu-loﬂbo‘.' will gt a
teackers, tumbling teachers and swim- brezk on {he coat of “Iha Fiest Step.™

ming (nstructors who In

speclalize
teaching preschoolers 25 we've got a°fam.to§ pan. weekdayz, 353-4020,
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Inguiries are taken by calliag the ¥,




