O&E_Thursdoy, Soptombear 20, 1084

OUis 25 'years old

‘Harvard of the midwest’ grew out of Rochester cornfields

By James J. Ritz
otatl writor

AGIC — that's the word
George Matthews, one of
Oakland Unlversity’s origl-

nal “50ers,” uses to de-
scribe the duy In September 1859 when
the schoc) first opened for classes,

A great deal of It eame from Dur-
ward B. (Woodie) Varmer, the unlversl-
ty's [first chancellor and a men
Matthews affectlonally calls the “local
Merlln." Varner’s enthusiasm proved
contagious to the 24-member charter
staff,

Matthews recalls a dreary, drizzly
day in May 1959 when Varner hauled
him west from his job as history pro-
fessor at Columbla University in New
York Clty and "trotted me around" the
grounds In one of the achool's flrat re-
cruiting efforts, Varner was organizing
an elite cadre of professors to build for

of

Merlln,” sald Matthews,

VARNER SOCN Imbued bls hand-
picked cadre of professors with his lof-
ty vislons of a “Harvard of the Mid.
west.”

The 14 members of the original staff
atil) on campus were the guests of hon-
or at a testimontal dinner Sunday night
(n Meadow Brook Hall, The dinner fol-
lowed fall commencement exercises
which began the university's gala 25th
annlversary celcbration. Each henoree
recelved a plaque and a pat on the back
{rom OU President Joseph Champagne.

The story of the “charter faculty” Is
a fasclnating one, says Matthews,

The new faculty members were edu-
catlonal ploneers from such places as
Unlverslty of Chicago and Columbia —
onc was 2 Russlan immigrant — and
they carricd two or three Job offers in
thelr briefeases from other colleges
and universitles.

Instead, they chose Michlgan State
t Oakland as it was called

¢ ex-
cellence.

"It was one of those grey, cold week-
ends,” recalls Matthews. “The Wilsons®
Belglan horses were grazing around the
area where constructlon was underway
on North and Seuth Foundatlon Halls.”
The horses' stables, along with $2 mil-
ilon, 1,400 acres of land and Meadow
Brook Hall were donated by Alired and
Matllda Wlilson to establish a unlversi-

ty.

“Who clse but Woodle Varner could
take you on this site and conjure up vi-
slons of this great unlverslly growlng
out of the cornflelds? Osnly the "local

Country store re-opens at Marian Oct.

More than 100 cxhibltors will display
their wares in Marian High Schoo)
Mothers' Club Friday and Saturday,
Oct. 12-13.

It will be at Calico Country Store, an
old-fashloned bazaar offering more
than 1,000 artleles, including a wide va-
rlety of handmnde gift items, objets
d'art, wood sculpture, country furnlsh-
Ings, folk-palnting, jewelry, unlque
ﬁhrlslmu decorations and  boutique

ems,

Church back
on fall

schedule

First Presbyterian Church of Farm-
Ington resumes Its full fall schedule
this week with worship services begln-
ning at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, The church
lsat 26165 Farmington Road. .

then.

Why dld they stay? Matthews says
Harvard professor David Riesman sup-
plied the answer In his book, “'Academ-
le Values and Mass Education.”

“RIESMAN STUDIED MSU-O a3 an
example of the crop of new universltlcs

tent not on carving cut & farm and
movlng on, but on carving out a tome-
stead and staylng.”

The moat criticel job was to recrult a
staff for the future. “We used lo'say
our job was to recrult people better
than we are, That's the only way you
can grow,"” Matthews sald.

Grow it did. From [ts origlnal popu-
latlon of 24 faculty members and 550
students, to a faculty of 450 and an en-
rollment of 12,000,

Excellence has been the byword
from the school's early days as a small
liberal arts college to its status as a
full-fledged univeralty.

“I don't think we ever lost our sense
of cxeellence and drive to always be
better,” sald Matthews. “We've always
had this sensc of striving. We managed
to build. And we did it In enc of the
world's toughest academic markets.”

AS THE UNIVERSITY grew, 50 did
the faculty's reputatlon. Some moved
o Those who stayed carved thelr
nlches. ~

Chemlstry professor Paul Tombouli-
an funct! as

® ilelen Kovach. Born in Russia, she
cscaped to Hungary at the end of World
War II, earned a doctorate in Budapest,

ployed his father.
© Clare McVety, who started as a
grounds worker [s now general fore-

doing thls, we were p-ag 10 pave — -
not abandon — libernl arts,” hesald,
Most of the charter faculty ealled

came to Canada, then the U.S. The Rus-  man for plant malntepance, comlng to MSU-Oakland In 1959 a|
slan language and literature professor @ Willam Hamerlee is & prof * 1 y to.
holds the title of “Earth Mother of the  of engineering. bulld from the ground up,

University,” says Matthews. She's
tough but warm, he says.

#® Thomea Fitzsimmons is an Eng-
lish professor who came from Yale.
He's a highly publlshed professor doing

intensive work in cross-cultural liter-*

ary studles, especially in the role of po-
etry in different countries.

® James McKay, mathematies pro-
luﬂr. served as dean of sclences and

ath,

® Gertrude White, English professor
emeritus, retired In 1983,

® Robert Swanson, now vice-presl-
dent for development, came from
MSU. He served as business and
floance manager through 1981,

® George Karas, universily engl
neer, bas supervised all construetion
slnce the unlversity began. He was the

And last but not least, Malthews,
who had distingulshed himself at Col-
umbta as a hlstory professor and de-

becam

In established schools, #ald Schwab, '
“It's generally more difficult to be Inno-
vatlve. It's boen a very cxciting and :
experfence here at Qak-1

o
Involved in administration and pro-
gram development scon after coming

" Jand”

He pointed to the development of at
strong lingulsties program at the grad. ¢
uate nmlI und::rgradunu: levelsandofa

to U,

From 1979-81, he served 18 months
as interim y P be-
tween the tenures of Dooald O’Dowd
and Champagne. He's returned to class-
room teaching and plana to retire next
year,

DID QU change directions and aban-
don its ideal as a mldwestern Harvard
when It grew frotn a small liberal arts
college into a full university during the
196097

‘That question's spurred some bliter

program 3
for American exccutives doing busi.
ness ln Japan as examples of the oppar- .
tunltles for ground-up bulldlng. H

sald OU has

the winds of change and grown !nto an +

established school. It must continue to-.

cope with change, he sald. He still con.

slders a strong teaching faculty as the+

school's greatest asset although it Is

ﬁallxluy stature as » research instiiy- .}
on.

¥
“In some aress, we're No.d in thev

{lrst employee hired by Varner. ebate,
® Lowell Eklund, dean of contloulng As Matthews sees IL, there never was  state In funds (allocated) for outslde re-.:
and for of  an question that OU would grow Intoa  search and I fec) that research activi- 0

3 s
chalrman even before he obtatned the
Utle, saya Matthews.

Linguistics Chatrman William
Schwab has held that post since the de-

springlng up at the time,” recalled rtment was establlshed [n 1984,
Matthews. “Riesman's book character- paOlhcr mear:b?r! of the eharter facul-
lzed the early faculty as more than ty and staff are:

59ers, He saw them as ploneer settlers
and aa highly qualified people willlng
to move to the fronticr, They had a cer-
taln spirit of adventure, They were In-

Unlike other arts and cralts shows,
Marlan's Callco Country Store is
comprised malnly of ‘Independent
Mlchlgan exhibltors. There are no com-
merclal stores represented.

Among the exhibitors are three

Farmington Hills residents. Marilyn .

Levin will offer “Susie’s Stuff,” a Ntite
boys line of band-painted and appliqued
clothlng. Chandler and Helen Simonds
wlil be taking ordera for personallzed
walercolor or pen and ink drawings.

Callco, which regularly attracta hun.
dreds of bargaln-secking shoppers to
the achool on Lahser and 14 % Mile
Road, Is ehalred thls year by Carol
Condit and Kathleen Cahlll.

Among their commlttee persons is
Elaine Hoogerwerf, another Farming-
ton Hllls resident, who does double
duty this ime around by also
0 booth ealled “Callco Lady,” which of-
fers only ltems made of country calico.

For the second year, a Flne Arts Gal-

® Richard Burke, a philosophy pro-
{essor lmported from the Unlversity of
Chiczgo, who became department
chairman n the late 1960s,

lery will be a highlight of the event,
The high-quality gatlery will feature pa
dao atltchery, which is anclent oeedle-
work of invisible stitches created by
the Hmong people of northern Laos,
watercolor palntings coupled with il
lustrated children’s books by an award-
wionlng husband and wife team, ree
fined pottery, colored concrete sculp-
ture resembling the Victorian era for
indoor or outdoor use, framed calligra-

On ALL

are avallabte.

Meadow Brook Hall was the second
employce kired by Varner. Eklund says
the first clazscs at the University actu-
ally took place in 1958 when continuing
cducation courses fn speed reading
were offered In the converied farm
poultry bulldlngs. One of the students
was Matllda Wilson.

® Rlichard Mocre, associate director
of campus facllitics was originally
hired by the Wilsons, who als¢ em-

12-13

phy, original prints and etchings.

Calleo Country Store’s hours are
{rom 9:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., Friday, and
from 9:30 a.m, to 3:30 p.f, Saturday.
The “Calico Cale” scrving light
lunches, desserts and coffee, wlll be
open during exhibit hours.

Admission Is a $1 donatlon; family
rate Is $2. Parking and shuttle service

blg unlversity, Varner kept emphasiz-
that message to all who cared to
Mlsten.

"“The question was whether we were
gonna be a good, blg place,” said
Matthews, “I was always of that per
suasion rather than the small llberal
arts college persunslon.”

Another phenomenan that hestened
the growth of Oakland into full'univer-
sity status, said Matthews, was the col-

ties will continue to take an increasing.
ly greater focus here. We're proud of
that record,” he said, .
But, Tomboullan added, “The teach-~
ing facully 1s our greatest strength and
I doubt that any outslde forces will .:
change that.”
Ekiund called QU a school that has
“come out of nowhere in the last 25.¢
years” and token Its place among the *

lapse of libera) arts; general
curricula in the late 1960s and the ad-
and

Ieading state and nations] Institutions. 4
“We've d toward »,
the top of the heap, from a tuition val.

ue d *” Exlund said. K

vent of p
programs,

When the demand for teachers
dipped, enrollment In QU's College of
Human and Educatfonal Scrvices
which made up half of the Iiberal arts
program, took a nosedlve. For OU, then
primarily a liberal arts college, the de-
cline in its teacher tralnlng programa
could have triggered a flnanclal crisls,

Expandlng into new programs was a
case of survival, sald Matthews, "By

_In the future, the university will be
Judged on ifs abillty to serve the public,
Eklund sald, “There’s an old axiom -
that if you would be served, you must .
serve. >

“'In order to get the flnancial support 3
we need, we must serve the state's In-'s
stitutions. Our future will depend on <
how we meet that public service need, )
along with having the higheat-quallty <
academlc program possible.” .

>
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Coupon Muat Be Prosented With Incoming Order - Expires 10/8/84
. L

Ed

WOODCREEK LECTURE SERIES

| prog; forp
presented by mental health experts.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1984..." Mothers and
Daughters.” -

Enriching yoar selatiomsbips.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1984..."Child

. Manag:mm! Techniques.”
Creating
children and adelssconss,

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1084..." Emotional
Control.” : '

Redusing ssress and conflics.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1984..." Premenstrual.
S
x.{’,'gx;., and dealing with PMS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1884.../L:fe
Transitions.”
Coping with change in adule ie:

All {ectures begin promptly at 7:30 P.M. until 9:00 P.M.
Refreshments will be served, The fee for each lecture
will be *5.00 payable at the door. For further information
| ‘call 8511737, - .

Reod Cross : "WOODCREEK COUNSEI.I_NG -
5 unjg;?:km : . L N 0 1.

| and family enrichment

June Smith, M.A.

iscipline steategies for
Joseph Damiani, A.C.S.W.
and Gary Bernstein, M.A.

Ren Fenton, Ph.D, and
Jeffray Kottler, Ph.D.

'rome." .

Im Havoraneck, M.A. ]

Rob"ert Brown, Ph.D.

Genulne Leatber @

Black, Belge,
. Taupe, Grey

F}I\)Ll:mL.:\yE . 12&}[@ ¢ BRIARWOOD e LAKESIDQE

Ann Arbor Sterlln ts.
336-3330 8. «653-12335 247-?7‘}3
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644-8043




