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Campus marks birthday -

Contlauod from Page 1

AS QU celebrates its silver analver-
sary, the school's backers tout vast
achievements,

Tuey clie steady studest growih and
program expanslon and the fact that
only four Michigan achools attract
more rescarch moncy. Last year, its
professora hrought In $4.5 million for
research projects, coming in just be-
hind the Big Three and Michigan Tech-
nological University.

Through the adjacent Oakland Tech-
nology Park, the univeraity Is belping
1ts home county attract high tech flrms
to the area,

ch calls these P
ments “nothing short of a mmiracle.”

“I'm very optimistic, very bulllsh on
the unlverslty,” he added flrmly.

Detractors, though, contend QU was
suppased to be a very different place,

They say the institution — dubbed by
an early publie relatlons man the “Har-
vard of the Midwest,” — has lowered
s academle ltnndnrds moved away
from LUberal arts to pm(mlmul and
technical offerings, and even added
Bports programa, As evidence, they cite
the fact that OU once was 8o tough that
half the {lrat class dropped out before
the year’s end.

THE SCHOOL has changed over the
years, And ltke most 25-year-olds, it's
sulll changing — and will probably be
much different by mid-1ife.

But the school's goals today aren't
that far from what the founders tntend-
ed.

“The original intent was to have a
balanced (nstitution here. And by the
1980s we achleved that,” said Keith

Kleckner, seafor vice president for uni-
-versity affairs and provost.

" A brainchlld of the Oakland County
Planning Commission, Michlgan State
University-Oakland was to offer pro-
fesslonal programs Iy business admin-
Istration, education and engineering.

All programs would be “suffused
with the aplﬂt lwd substance of the Ub-
seral arts” and “characterized by devo-
‘tlon to basle academlc principles

:I.nu\er than Immediate job applica.
on.”

Continuing adult eduuunn was to be
closely linked to courses nnd
there were to be Do "exu-ucurrl
distractions” such as ROTC, (mi!ml-
ties and sororities, and [ntercollegiate
athleties.

Striving for a “rigorous scademic

tone,” Oakland waa kfddlngly known aa
"Emud U.” Students laughed about

spending all week in the library and
beading to Michigan State to party on
the weekends,

The institution took pride in the facts
that all its courses were taught by
teachers with doctorates, and almost
half of the courses were mandatory. To
be “well rounded,” everyone took mu-
=le, art, sclence and math and a lan-
guage.

ACTUALLY, MOST of those lberal
arts graduntes also left OU with very
practical teaching degrees, That fact
cscapes most folks who bemoan the
shlft away from the “lvory tower.”

“Throughout the 1980s, most of our
graduates looked like Liberal arts ma-
Jors — but really they were education
majors,” sald David Beardslee, dlrec-
tor of OU's Office of Institutional Re-
search.

“They were preparing for profes.
slons.”

Through (he 1960s, more than half of
the university’s grads left witf teach-
ing degreea,

“The myth grew up that Oakland
was a lberal arts school,” recalls
Beardslee, In his 25th year with OU.
“Stalistics prove otherwise, but statls-
tlcs don’t undo myths.”

‘THE NEXT decade brought the most
change to OU, which galned independ-
cnce ln 1970, In a hard-hit economy,
the country unlversity became an at-
tractive place for arca students to
drive to.

Olk.hnd Intermediate Schools Super-
intendent Willlam Keane calla it a
“beantlful blesd” of commuter and res-
Idential school.

“Many, many kids go to communlty
college and then switch to OU. It offers
commuter students a residential school

seti
Rapldly expanding earollments, &

©OU senlor vice presidont for univorolty affairs Koith Klockner (foft)-

more diverse student population and

' pressure to offer “more relevant”

courses resulied in an “educationa)
smorgasbord.”

‘There waa a shift o atudent valuea to
more immediate job concerns and an
openlng of cpportunitles for women,

Once a traditional school attracting
mostly young men siralght out of high
achoo), OU's typical student became a
woman lving in the tri-county arca,

What some people sce as vocational
odnuwuan and selfishness, really was
reallam,” Beardslee sald of the shift to
klll courses,

Champagne, though, thinks QU —~
like many other colleges — steered too
far away from its original goals,

“It was an educational cafeterla with
everyone gettiog indiges-

awards an honorary doctor of lawe degroe to Gov. Blanchard during
oxorclizos for 800 graduatos 8unday.

Marvin Katko, a chartor OU

the addltlonal money was llcd to a tul-
tlen freeze caused a problem for the
university,

The freeze allows schools to Lncrease
out-of-state and graduate tultion. But
00 percent of Oakland's students come
from Oakland and Macomb Countles

trustee and OU Fy

U u in

y docter
of humaniliea dogree. QU prosidanl Josaph champngne is al rght.:

p
such hot arcas as computer science,
health sclences, englneering, and man-
agement.
A university proposal calls for even
more tightening of admlssions stand-
ards. If approved this montb, It will re-

and the majority are
By forgoing a 5-7 percent tuition In-
crease, OU's 11 percent actunlly be-
came just 5.5 pereent more money. The
unlveralty started off the school year

w[%u 0525 000 operau.ng de(lciL
0 pro

q g students to have moro
math, English and aclence background.
SAT scores and proficlency exams will
n].m bu used more [n evalumnz new-

1'he conegd als0 increased its gener-
al courss 038

by the
young uhool's Inuk of end

hours. Ch wonld even Like Lo

“Institutions must be ableo ralse the
revenue they need, Otherwise we will
beuml.ung huge deficits” the president

or addln

tion. Instead of cducxtlozml nuuﬂltm,
they were getting junk food.

LIEE MOST universities, OU haa
been hard hit by cuts in state education
funding.

Whlle Gov. James J. Blanchard's 11-
percent increase to higher education
thia year was welcome, the fact that

meany new fadilitics, parucu!arly In
expensive high tech areas,

Though relatlvely yuung, OUlsatthe
polnt where the phyaleal plant nceds
work n areas like steam pipes and
electrielty.

‘THE UNIVERSITY bas tried to keep
enrollment Increases at 1-2 percent. It

sce more liberal arta courses demand-
cd, but admita it would not be practical
1o go back to the early requirements,

"“The ability to think rationally and
Togically is as important as the Abl]!ty
to do something carcerwise,” the presi-
dent explalned.

“But If 50 perccn! of their college
fime wero spent in humanltles, sto-
denta wouldn't bo able ta get jobs.”

* “We'ro In the

samo time not baving the resources to

do it,” explained Kleckner, who pre- < nwlmomolwhatwenﬂllbom."

ofthe . “We. bave
enroilment wanting to grow and at uw .going to make jt

dicts Ludmplzlmrm!.
each year for the next cight years or

v

'rhu unlveraity is probably s blg u'

it will be.

IN THE 1980s, OUexpectsmmcus
more than ever on communlty ouf
reach, el

While the university has becoms
known for iis c;llkun;le programs,

Champagne wanta it to reeolnl.utt
for “academlc” richness as well. v

His adminiatration bopes to do (hqﬁ
by upgrading standards, offering even]
more educationnl scrvices to tha cont
munity and by belping area ecnnmnjp
development,

In turn,*ho belleves the

community would support the lqu

even more, shorteoming

“Qur greatest

haven't u-nnslnwd the enthusiesm :&

the Meadaw Brooks Into en

for the university,” ha contends.
bave the resources and. u’l

it desplte
+ “plcture. Bat It takea a lot of mmmmlbg

&

Celebration includes
a series of seminars

By Tom Panzenhagen
stoff writer

Oakland University’s 25th-anniversary celebra.
tion features activities that lock to the Oakland
County school's future as well as celebrats its past.

One such activity s the Meadow Brook

Revisited, which borrows from tradltions of the
past to examine the university’s role In the bur-
anln‘ technological age,
* “The seminars are related to brl.nginz the univer-
ity more into the high-tech ares,” sald OU history
. professor George Matthews, who helped organize
the seminars,

“Once you get through the fun and xamu (of the
anniversary celebration), we ought

. rlous look at ourselves, and perhaps hy duwu prin.

: clpIuraru:enm 10, 18 years,” he sald

: SEM]NARS are In the tradition of the origi-
. nal Meadow Brook Seminars on Higher Education
- held 28 years ago to help form the

university. The year was 1958 uud the nnlvu'luy
. bn%attn admit a student or hire fa

seminars were dﬁ!@ed to ut down
" guidelines, to set Lhe tobe for the development of
. the universily; the general framework and thrust of

! Seminars Reviaited
: ls “Bumane Values in l ‘tedmoluiul Civiliration
- 'I‘ha UnIveﬂlty’l

. Ine seminars are lnned. each focusing oo &
. nnjor scademle eompooa:t such as bealth scienc-
+ 3, graduate studies and continulng education, and
. each featuring a prominent guest spesker from
; business or education,
'

the Institute for Educational Leadershlp, and direc-
tor, National Institute of Educxdnn. and David
Imig, executive sccretary, Amertcan Association of
Colleges of Teacher Education.

Oct. 32: “Research and Scholarshlp — Keys to
lnﬂ.ltullmul Exceltence” wﬂh Phllip H. Abelson,
editor of Sclence mag:

Oct. 28; 'Humnlty nnd Technology — The Chal-
lange for Management Education® with Stanley
Rllon, executlve vice chairman, Peat, Marwick and
Mitchell International.

Nov. 13: "The Technological University of the
Future” with Thomas W. Butler Jr., mly appolnt-
ed aun. OU School of m.bearlnz and Computer

Nnv. 19: “What Have We Learncd: What Should
We Do?* with Keith R. Kleckner, sentfor vice preal-
dent for university affalrs and provost.

AN ADMTIONAL lecturo will be at 8 pm.
‘Wedm;,Nov.’l.malntbe Oakland Center:

“Health Care Interdependence in a Chlnglng
World” with Victor W. Bidel, M.D., pmfmr of 8o
clal

“THEYRE NOT jazzy subjects” Medical Center, Albert
noted, “but we hope to get good crowds of campas Elnsteln College of Medlcine, and president-elect,
and o!l-campus people.” Amerlun Public Health Association,

Most of the acrioars Involve Monday evening ‘The Monday lednmﬂubetonwedbynuay
and Tuesday conferences. They run from Sept. 24 {0 m most of which ara closed to the
Nov. 20.

mthemn“haﬂrnumlurrmbu iq the wrill be famillar with

Technology — Tha Challenge of ( and peculiar to Oakland Univer-
Imm spemrwn:mﬁ;tmmmbem m'yév t out that soroe of the épeakers

Ki or enn '8 sent out mat

S, W“wm California State mmfnr'hamd‘fdg&mmqkm'rmbo-
;. Unlveralty and Colleges. Hewﬂhpukl-nny.m. cause the
Monday, Septll 1n the Oakland Cen small”

Mondays In tho Ozkland Center, are as follows:
Oct. 1: "The Arts and Sclences — An Anclent and
Lively Tradition” with profes
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+ _ OTHER PUBLIC lectures, all alated for 8 p.m.
)

1

Christopber

{ mnlhl.ihry University of Rochester.
!

|

\

humanities, Mass:
Oct. 18: “Excellence, Equlf Eeooomy in E4-
ucation® featuring an open &nmlon with particl.

pants Incloding Harold Hodgkinson, senlor fellow,

WHILE, SPERAKERS will concern themselves
with the future of the university, “we can expect a
amount of criticlsm, too,” Matthews said,

1n the Last coupls of moaths
A closed panet discussion ‘Nudny, Nnv. 20 will
inclode provest Kleckner, npmeu ves of the

nn!mltysmnle‘ndcmmus. Oommlnlnnm

Exmlleneulndtbemdcm!cdum

Could anything be more comforiabla? I.nvander blue siripes with pink
hearts and flowers, $26. Just part of our cotton flannel collection from
Lanz of Salzburg® Also In store; robes, night shirts, pa]umas. and sllppers.

$221to §57. chuslos.
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