Casting is one of the most difficult parts of jo
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‘THIS GENTLE, almost plxylsh man
declared, *There’s a straightforward-
ness and down-to-earth attitude about
people in tho Midwest that [ really re-
spect.” He laughed softly, “I lived vei
many years in Hollywood.”

Asked to name the all-time bit stows
during hla years at Mcadow Brook, Kil-
burn sald, “For me, a landmark play
wad ‘The Crucible' by Arthur Miller,
darle In 1970, the first year I was arils
Ugdirctor. It really took off. We saw
the way the audlence responded, they
didn't just want light fare.”

“He sald that for each year you'd al-
mbet have to plek two hits, one artlstl-
cally exciting and the other a commer-
clat succeas,

‘Through the seasons these have In-
cinded *The Andersomville Trinl” in
1973, “Inherit the Wind® and “Draculn”
{“& huge popular hit") In 1972, "As You

It* in 1973, a muslcal verslon of
“Tle Drunkard” In 1974, “Wlitness for
the- Prosccution™ and “A Ml er
Night's Dream® in 1075, *Mao and
Superman® In 1976, nose of mole In
1977, “Devil's Disciple® and “Rlng

Round the Moon” in 1976,

More are “Charley's Aunt® in 1979
and 1980 ("Charley’s Aunt™ and “Christ-
mas Carol” are probably the two big-
gest bits. “We had standing room only
for almost every performance.”), *A
Summer Remembered® in 1979 (A
bew play, by Charles Nolte. It appealed
to the middle-west audience. People
still ask me about that*), "Another
Part of the Forest” In 1980, “Othells”
asd "On Golden Pond” in 1981, “A
Christmas Carol” [n 1082 and 1983 and
“Cyrano de Bergerac® and “The Dining
Room" (“a surprise success”), also in
188y,

SINCE ARRIVING at Mcadow
Brook, Kilburn has appeared as a per-
former only In “Ah, Wilderness!® — the
socond play ho dirested, The actor who
was orginally cast got a role In New
York, and Kllburn stepped Into the
part, He found directing and playing in
the show o hectie experience.

He also bas filled (n temporarily
when an actor couldn't appear, due to
sickness or Lnjury. “It’s not something 1
like to do,” Kiiburn sald, In all in-
stances, it was with plays he directed.

In “The Merchant of Venlee,” he was
onstage reading from the script.

MEADOW BROOK bas featured
many well-established performers in
Its productions and some unknowns
who later won acclatm as stage, TV
and movie stars, Favotites at the the-
ater have included Booth Colman,
Jeane Arnold and Willlam Le Massena,

0Of Le , Kilburn safd, “He
was & stalwart In the early dayas, Then
he was in the long-running hit ‘Death.
trap’ flve years on Broadway and came
back after that. He worked for mini-
mum whlle we were bullding up.”

Kilburn safd Le Massena [lkes the
Lifestyle Meadow Brook offers, with op-
portunity for hiklng and relazing in the
suburban, countryllke atmosphere. Ac-
tors lve In comfortable, blg moblile
homes on campus during a show'a run.

“Good character men, that's the
bardest to get.” Many able actors wha
have reached a polnt in their careers
where they are falrly successful no
longer enjoy the road, Kllburn said,

Meadow Brook's old favarites “real-
ly enfoy working with younger actors,
That stimulates the young actor and
makes good chemistry.

“A DROP OF cacrgy that makes a
performance come allve is what goes
on between actors on atage. A good dl-
rector can only lead them to it be
sald.

Kilburn conslders casting one of the
most dlfficult parts of his job. Often
there are several actors he would be
happy to sce In a particular role, but
none of them Is available at the time,

For “The Litlle Foxes,” he had three
or four actresses in mind for the role of
Regina but couldn't get any of them.

He cast actress Polly Holllday “on
ker reputation only. We had never
met." Not long after, she became a
Amllluh hit aa the waltress Flo on TV's
“Allce,”
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popular actor who starred Ln the movie
“The Big Chill” and i3 now on Broad-
way ln "Hurlyburly.”

IN 1969, Kilbum was teachlng at
UCLA, When he came as guest director
to Meadow Brook, Fernald asked him
to teach at the Acadcémy of Dramatic
Art, which was then afflltated with
Meadow Brook on campus.

“Seven years ago, it became too ox-
penslve to contlnue the academy so It
was phased oul,* Kilbum sald. *We
were very sorry.”

Economics IS always a tough part of
planning for the future in Meadow
Brook’s cnterprises. Kilburn hopes
zomeday to establish a second theater,

b

perhaps a small 70-scat one, where ex-
plays would be prod

He also would llke to seo & return to
2 more cxtensive touring scason for
Meadow Brook shows that go to xmall
towns and communities throughout the
state. State funding for the tour, which
atarted In 1974, bas been cut, and the
tour went from three weeks down to
five days, up to two weeks last year.

Meadow Brook Theatre seats 608 pa-
trons in an attractive audltorium with
good sightllnes. General admission
tickets are $10 for a Wednesday mati-
nec, $11.50 the lowest cvening price
and §14 tops for Saturday night, :

“We have a very llvely and lntelll- -
gent audicnce,” Kilbumn said. T

For Shaw's "Man and Sup "
Kilburn was having difficulty casting
the leading character, Jack Tanner.
“The part i3 often played by an actor
much too old,” he sald. Kilburn went to
New York, auditioned a number of ac-
tors, nonc of whom was right.

“The play ia about the Ilfc force. The
last person walked In for the audition,
and he looked like the life force.”
That’s how Kilburn cast Willlam Hurt,
who has aince become an ftnmensely

< The Universlty of Detrolt Clarkston Campus at
Célomblere will present its sccond annual “Authen-
Ui Renalssance Feast® at 7 p.m. Saturday at an
obtdoor wooded site on the center's

>Held In conjunction with the ongoing Michligan
Répat Featlval at Colomb tbe court ban-

Gircus acts coming to

:Yhe 113th annual edition of Ringling Bros. and
Birnum & Balley Clreus will present 17 perfor-
raances beginning Friday, Sept. 26, and contlouing
tfgough Sunday, Oct. 7, at Joo Louls Arena (n down-
town Detrolt,

ickets are on sale at the Joe Louls Arenn box
offlce and all Ticket World ottlets, or with charge
i by phone, 567-9800.

ped

V:Featured is elrcus star Guother Gebel-Willlams

quet will be prepared and served in the manner of a
rea) castle banquet of the medieval era.
Coat of the evenlng 1s $75 per person and Includes
tickets to the Michlgan Renalssance Festlval,
Tomfoolery will be led by the mischievous Glb-
bon the Troubadour, asslsted by members of the U-

Detroit

and hls entourage of Bengal tigers, lions, clephants
and Liplzzan atallions,

The Pink Panther joins the show to display his
skill [n such clreus specialtles as juggling, stilt
walking and clownlng arcund. Other anlmal acts
lnclude Irving Hell’s tralned baboons, Mickey An-
taleX’s chlmps, Erle Braun's and Nona's perform-
Ing poodles, Mias Tina's Russtan wolthounds and a
band of biliygoats presented by 12-year-old Mark
Ollver Gebel,

AND ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE
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For Reservations
CALL:
353-7700
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~ Dancing Pleasure...
?Appearing Tues.-Sat.

|4
= DENNIS ROME & CO.
b3 Tuesday is 505 Night!
:"} Music from the 505 & 60s
12 Wed: Live Maina Lobatsr

: 1% Ibs.  *10.50

?
RESTAWAANT & COCXTALS,
25234 Groonfiotd

.North of 10 Mita
867-3922

)

RN R

"KEEGO TWIN CINEMA

WHERE MOVIES COST LESS
On Orchard Leke Road at Cass Lake Rd,

1% Miles W. of Telegraph « 882-1900
. RED DAWN (PG)

Il. INDIANA JONES (PG)
FREE ANDMISSIOA
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acmisaion &4 purchased - Son, Tuee, Wed. d T £, 2-26-84. |
» ANosatadt.

»X. NORTHFIELD HILTON

+7.95

per perso:l

POTATO, VEGETABLE,
. SALAD, GLASS OF WINE '

¥

7Daysa Week -

T

T 644-2913

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons «Dinners « Carry Out Orders -

Chinatown Style Welcomed

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM«Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM«Sunday 12-10 PM "

' 469'S. Woodward » Birmingham

PPY B

niversity presents ‘Authentic Renaissance Feast’

D Theatre Company costumed as the nobles, Iadles,
wenches and knaves of the evenlng.

Each of the long banquet tables will be attended
by lts awn character. The Theatre Company will
present its own bawdy shortened version of “Tar-
tuffe” during the festlvitles.
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Reservations required
$24.95,allages.

Toy Hitonln
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IRTHDAY TO US!
It's out 17th year of serving our friénd:
arca (formerly “The Palace
bratewitha =~ |
FREESE.
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Come in and cele-

PRIME RI
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Good Food - Good Spntts
- 31471 soutpf_lnld‘a'd., Nl?l’lh of 13 Mile

" OPEN7a.m.-9p. ays :
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coup

ON .
HARVEST SEASON SPECIAL - §-

SAVE 15%

On Baked Fish, 8ea Food, Chowder, Shrimp |
Cocktall, Chicken or Roast Bee!, ¢l

¥

A Presont this coupon to our cashler. i .
- CSLn‘plolc meal shout n.g‘s‘.“ 8
11 2.m,-8:30 p.m. M o
(1 0uoel Check Please) | Bloomfikd/Ponties  + b Heud 8
Corpon Goot o tend * Warren
Now 1kro Oct, 4, 1984 P Gt « Waat Bloomfiekd

Nt Accepted Allet This Dafe: ~ Oakland Malt *Weetland 8hop. Ctr, “k
col -

UPON
HARVEST SEASON SPECIAL

SAVE 15%

Gn Baked Fish, 8ea Food, Chowder, Shrimp
Cockiail, Chicken or Roast Basl, sic,
Presant this coupon to our cashier.
Complate meal about $3.95,

11 a.m. 830 p.m. + Allon Park. . wﬂ Ok
{1Queet Chack Please) * Bloomfisid/Pontise < Delrolt, W. 8 Mike
oAy . + Bouthland Bhop. Ctr, -
Oct. 5-Oct. 17, 1984 LR Croveme - Gty A Bloomfiesd
Not Accepted After s Date J g EaTene, » Westiand Shop. Cir,

K E. L L Y ! S At The Oaktand Poatiac Airport.....

"OLD WORLD" FAMILY-STYLE CHICKEN FEAST
EVERY SUNDAY - NOON 'TIL NINE

ALL YOU CAN EAT!

$6.95
MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW1!

666-1111

[ MOUNTAIN KING |
CHINESE MANDARIN RESTAURANT

X

Soup, egg roll or fried wonton,
Iried rice & tea.

Join us for
Sunday Brunch.
Somerset Style.

Adults — $7.95
Children (6-10) — $3.95
Children Under 5 Free L3
10:00 AM —~2PM - .

Call for
Restrvations :

- SomersetInn ..
. : - Fepthi wuun._l_).nur‘bldlfl'hr:

1y




