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American
andscapes
as fine art

By Carol Azlzian
stoff writor

Mount Ralnler looms mafestically
In violet, ultramarine blue and crim-
son aplendor. Surf, sand and sky meet
along the Orcgon coastline in a awlirl-
Ing symphony of yellow, green and
orange,

The cool winter colors and warm
summer hues represent the two ex-
tremes in Johanna Haas' latest work
— an oil and watercolor expression of

*, “American Landscapes.” She com-

4 pleted the 60-by-72-inch palntings
Wwith a grant from the Michlgan Coun-
cil for the Arts,

Her show opens wlith o 6:30-9 pm.
receptlon for the artlst on Friday at
the Troy Art Gallery, 755 West Blg
Beaver.

“1 was always fascinated by Jand-
scape and the beauty of the scasons,”
sald the 59-year-old Detroit palnter

.and longtime Instructor at the Blr-
Bl ArtA

“There Is o unique variety n the

- American landscape that one is un-

: able to find anywhere in the world.

The powerful contrast of clements o

vegetatlon, color and atmosphere is
overwhelmlng.”

A WORLD TRAVELER, Haas fre-
quently crisseroases the globe to cap-
p ture vivid colors in ber bold, expres-
'j sionlst-style landscapes. o
« Her fascination with all types of
terraln begon when shoe was a child
growing up near Frankfurt (in East
Germany).

“I grew up ln the country and was
attracted to nature and its aesthetic
values,” she sald. “When I had to

. leave to (attend} school, I became a
! city girl. But my deep lave for the
‘ carth and sky, espectally for the
' mountains, remained,”
She graduated from the German
" gymnasium (high school) when she
was 19, During the next year, she was
" drafted to work in the German labor
: camps — digging potatoes, sewing
. and taking care of children,
Later enrolling in the drama pro-
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 Gallery gala tour |
~ offered by BBAA

gram at the Universlty of Heldelberg,
Haas studled to me an assistant
producer for the theater or film In.
dustry, She graduated [n 1950 with a
bachelor of arts degree in drama,

In 1951, she married Lother Hane
and the couple moved to Montreal,
Canada, She landed a bookkeeping job
1n a shoe factory and ho went into ho-
tel management. But Lother Haas
bkad difficulty finding steady work, so
they declded to move to Detrolt.

Here he launched his englneering
career ~ working flrst as an appren-
tlce for a tool company and later
earning his degree at Lawrence Insti-
tute of Technology, He 1s now an eogl-
neer for Chrysler Corp. She did book-
keeping for a heating and plumblng
wholesale offlce for 10 years,

IN THE MEANTIME, she studicd
painting. Her first teacher was an
elderly Dutch artlst who lved near
their home on Grand River and West
Chlcago. In exchange for using one of
her sketches to develop a palnting,
the artist gave Haas free lessons,

In 1958, she took night classes at”
the Center for Creatlve Studics,
learning watereolor palnting from
Charles Culver and ofl painting from
Nick Buchalls,

Four years later, Hans returned to
Europe to enrolt in an art school in
Munich and spend slx weeks at the
Oskar Kokoschka School of Vision in
Salsburg, Austria. '

“At Kokoschka, we had to paint
models in 15 minule poses for elght
bours a day,” she recalled. *It was
very nerve-racking and strenuous,”

When she came back to Detrolt,
Haas faced a cruclal deelslon. *T told
my husband that I wasted to do what
1 enjoyed — elther musle (she atudied
plano and violin when she was young)
or paintlng. He sald, ‘paint, it'a
quleter’.” '

While working days s an artist for
Slmons-Michaelson “Advertialng and
later Cunnlngham Drug Stores, Haes
continued ber art education at night
at the Center for Creative Studies.

IN 1970, she quit her job to attend

mained over.
= “I take 3 SEMT,

classes full time at Wayne State Ual-
versity. Completing her bachelor's
degree In two semestera {wlth acen.
mulated credit from other schools) in
1970, she went on to carn a master’s
in1972,

Establishing a studlo In the base-
ment of the former Book family home
in Indian Village, Haas plunged into
her painting eareer, She bogan teach.
ing at the Birmingham-Bloomflcld
Art Association in 1972 and has ro-

there alnce.”
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and Maple 484" walk’s mil (to'tha .

BBAA). My busband and I also walk
around -Belle Isle every Sunday. It
keeps us fit for Europe.”

During thelr frequent jaunts over-
seas, the couple walk extensively and
even enfoy mountaln cllmbing.

Haas carned a second master’s —
in fine arts — from Wayne State in
1974. She was represented by the for-
mer Little Gallery In Binmlngham un-
Ul a few years ago, when the Troy Art
Gallery began carrying her work. The
Baukunst Architectura Gallery in Col-
ogne and Gadasky Gallery in Toronto
also show Haza' palntings,

Her other accompliskments include
an outdoor mural next to the Coach

Staff photos by Mindy
Saundors .

House Gallery Lo Detrolt. Sho has ex-
tered her work In numerous shows
around the country and In Europe, *
Her palntings are included In several

corporate collections. And, her list of
awuhgs nhl[nc‘.l:xd}gcxl recent prizes from

) a0 Fine Arts Exhibltion at  ers and Scul, Wayne State Unl
the Blrmingham Bloomileld Art As- Eioot A
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301 a5 a major part of the Meadow Brook Estate, ® food service area for large such as o S
the 20,000-square-foot riding ball wes considered Walk , Boups Qaldarndg. SNy
“the Cadillac of Indoor rings.” It will be restored to @ student actlvitles; student theatre; athletic U .&J ers ﬂ-tl 2 o
:cep its historie ch and de- auctions; dance programs; and comma. - FRUC J
gn. ity ahows. N '
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Lexington, Ky., and took the
{other)

Mrz Wllson kept some of b;.r Hackney ponles (at
the Oakland University) stable and sold them jost
said,

before Wilson died in 1962, Mclnf

Since then, the unlversity has used the facilities

ns a storage arca,

*Thoy (hall and stables) srers bullt for thelr sad-

lin Melntrye, 1 gﬂmoymrymu’.ﬂeugm Do
e, longtime or n.

“Frances moved the saddle borses o a farm in

stables in Rochester (ln the lﬁ{mp)‘.méom
times, she invited her fricnda for parties In the rid-
ing hall.”

Revamplng the north stable for use ay & health

Sports Center for the past several yoars, but necs
" center will cost approximately $1 million, accord-

larger n_dll:lg.m Accomodate bis growing pry

| o McGarry, Most of the money — $850,000 — gram. L K
Esmmm.ﬁmwmumt(unmt “We're no longer able to meet the demand of (e~
es {0 of 2 June 1983 fire). The remainder will come from - - community,® said.
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stables and headed by Dr. Fred W. Stransky, ® and coronary artery disease),

Brook Hall .
The' n Art will present an exh of ding to Robert MeGarry, OU's vice-gresi- *
with the of new tings by Moo Brooker and dm!lbtrmncelndldmlnmnm eoumm?t’hio
28 participating art galleries, will recent sculptures in stone and wood riding hall into a conference/exhibition facility is
sponsor its second annual Gallery by Bert! and a one-artist pegged at $700,000.
Gala tour 1-5 p.m, Sunday, Sept. $0. ~  exhiblt of large palntings by Johanna ‘The flrst phase of renovations for the riding hall .
The afternoon of gallery hopping Haas are an dlsplay at Troy Art Gal- consists of covering the dirt floor with asphalt or
ends with a buffet supper at 8:30 pam. lery. | . concrete. A donor is paying tha nearly §70,000 re-
at the BBAA, 1518 South Cranbrook, There will be & mystery art game quired for that job, Unlversi ‘officlals hope to
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House, a well-known Michigan artist, table settings for orignality and * making I¢ suitabla for the follos :
at the Rublner Gallery, Max Beck- prizes will be awarded. @ conference groups too"large for Meadow "
mann's etchlags, lithography and Tickets &re $20 per person and are Brook Hall; R R 5
woodcuts at mmmnmf&ugw vallable um& m.y.wmx__n am.to ® festival m& wm :nn_:y programs In- betomen & hoot ww.&m
the Han Dyasty ta pm. 4 . For more volving groups the hall's capacity; ; & hoek i,
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