Education vs. defense — hop

By Tim Richard
staff writer

To U.S. Sen. Carl Levin, the issue is “edu.
catlon va. defense” The Incumbent first.
term Demoerat favors boldlng down de-
fense spending to 8 percent real growth a
year. He opposes President Ronald
:l::a:ﬁn’n Cuta In the federal education

8

To challenger Jnck Lousma, Amerea
can have both good education and strong
defense, “The US. Constitutlon says the

ment is pational security . , , I wonld pre-
fer local governments to draw up the cun
"

The Michigan candidates drew & rootn
full of business people — and natfonal
uewspaper correspondents — when
debated Monday before the Economie g:g
ot Detrolt in the Westin Hotel ballroom.,

terwards &cy bad a more thorough
4 e

of ense {syue
before o news conlerence of high school
and college journalists, The students ex-~
plored thelr disagreements over spending
prioritles, prayer in public schools and the
llne-ltem veto,

“WE MUST BE strong, but wo've been
wasteful,” sald Levin, polnting to Reagan's
proposed 13 percent real growth in defense
spending. “We have an obligation to asslst
local education,” the 50-year-old Detroit
lawyer sald as he advocated cuiting the
MX multiple-warbead missile,

Levin stopped short, however, of advo-
caling the federal government provide 1o-
cal achool districts one-third of the opera-
ting funds. That position Is advocated by
the National Educatlon Associntion, which
nevertheless supports Levin,

Lousma, 48, a retired astroznt, sald de-
fense is only 26 percent of the federal
budget and “buman needs, Including educa-

n,” are 50 pereent. He's supported by the

EA, which wanta more federal control of
education, not less,

) “I'm for the MX, Carl would go to Gene.
v (usual slte of disarmament talks) with
an empty basket and give the basket away.
{want something [n the basket and to bring
spmething back,” sald Lousma, calllng the
MX a “bargalning chip” In dealings with
the Soviet Unton.,  * ’

LEVIN TOLD the students be supported
upplemental  edueatfon opportunity

‘1am opposed (to line
Item vetoes),’ said Levin,
It would give the
president significant
addl,

'president could tell a
member of Congress,
‘Vote for the MX or il cut
a program in your

district.”’

Congress, ‘Vote for the MX or I'l cut & pro-
gram 1o your district.’ "

*“I support Lhe lne-ltem veto,” Lousma
replied. “The president could cut out pork
barrel items, Levin has been, by his voting

8en. Carl Lavin

record, & taxer and spender. He has voted.

62 times elther (o ralse your taxes or avold
tax cuts.”

grants, which Reagan recommended be cut
to zero. He cited several collego student
ald programs “which Cougress kept golog”
against White Houss tlons,
““The fedcral government ahould not take “I oppese structured, organlzed prayer
over local education,” Levin sald. in public schools,” sald Levin. “Local gov-
; “I support education as we know [t inthe  ernmenta) offlelala would select and write
US,"” sald Lousma, referring o the state-  the prayer, would determine whether kids
local- funding pattern with local achool  would sit, stand, kneel or hold beads.
boards, The Ann Arbor aeronautleal engl- *“Nobady objects to & moment of silence,
neer sald he supported atudent loans and  But do you allow prayer shawls or hats?”
creation of the US. Department of Educa-  asked Lavin,
ton, but opposed federal controls and gen- “I'll support voluntary prayer in public

THEY SPLIT over the controveraial pro-
posed constitutfonal amendment to allow
prayer in public schools.

eral school aid, achools,” Lousma sald.
“The federal government messes it up,” They agreed on the questlon of "equal
Lousma said, access" to school facillties.

1 voted for equal access,” sajd Levin.
THEY CLASHED over the queation of  “This I not for outsiders coming In. This Ls
amending the U.S. Constitution to give the  kida on thelr own. It does not interfere, dic-
presideat power to vyeto line Hema In a  tate, dominate, It Is freely exercised.””
budget bill, Since 1787 a president has been “I favor equal access,” sald Lousma,
able to veto only an entire bill, not an indl-  “When I was in high school, we had that.
vidual appropriation. . s healthy. It did not compromise separa-
Reagan wanta linc-item veto n wer for  tion of church and state.”
Coustl

e p y. The
glves the governar such power. THEY AGREED to oppose tuition tax

“l am opposed,” sald Levin, “It would  credits — granting parents a deductlon
glve the president significant additional  from taxable income for tuition paldto a

power. A president could tell a mefaber of  private school,
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“I do not support tuition tax credits at
this time” said Lousma, “not becacse 1
don't approva of those kinds of schools but
because of the {federal) need for monay. It
would take money out of public schools”

“Public education is short.of the funds it
needs,” added Levin, citing the federal gov:
emnment’s neariy §3vi-biillon delicit.

‘They got in their licks on Reagan's eco-
nomic and social policles,

“Two-miltion fewer kids are immu.
nized,” sald Levin. “Millons of fower kids
are having breakiasts asd lunches. We
need the ‘Stealth’ bomber, not the B-1.

“No country was over invaded when It
was strong,” countered Lousma. “Many
have been {nvaded when they were wenk.
Only 15 pereent of ‘our defense budget is
for strategic weapons . . . Bullles plck on
weak people,”
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