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Scouting volunteer

By Yom Daer
stalt wrlter

Some area Glrl Scout leaders would
like a slight addition to the organlza-
ton's well-known motto.

“Be prepared” scouts have been
advised for decades. But these days
three volunteer leaders of Farmington
Hills Brownle Troop 3271 might prefer
“Be prepared . . . to fight seme legal
battles.”

The three — Carolyn Cole, Virginla
Crocket and Susan Whitten — were
named as defendants along with the
Glrl Scouts of America, Michigan
Metro Counci! Inc. tn a lawsult stemm-
Ing from ap eye Infury sutfered by one
of their charges at a Hrownle troop
meetlng almost two years ago.

The suit, flled March 23 in Wayne
County Circult Court, says that “im-
proper supervision resulting in hor-

Thursday, September 27, 1

seplay gettlng out of hand” led to the
tossing of a pen Into the right cye of a
B-year-old girl at a troop meeting at
Farmington Hills' Kenbrook Elementa.
ry School on Nov., 4, 1952,

The pen was thrown by another
member of the troop, according o the
sult.

The nfured girl, who spent elght
days in the hospltal, fost the lens In her
tlght eye and faces “a lifetimo use of

evices, Includl
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Farmington, Michigan

s hit with lawsu

and the |, if they'ro

‘You're doing somothing out of the
goodness of your heart. Bul are you also
opening up your whole livelihood?’

— Girl Scout volunteer leader

g contact
leases,” according to the sult, brought
by the girl’s parents, .

The sult asks judgment “, .. In
whatever amount “In excess of Ten
Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars, will ful-
ly and fairly compensate her for her
damages and injuries sustatned.”

Glrl Scout leaders, both locally and
at the metropolitan beadquarters In

Schools’ fate
under Choice
is pondered

By Tom Baor
ataff writor

It's not that William Prisk,
superintendent for flnances and ser-
vices in the Farmingtion Schoo] Dis-
trict, necessarily opposes the Voter's
Cholce amenadment (Proposal € on the
Nov. 6 ballot), another In a long line of
tox-1 g gover: tamiag

plazs,

1t's Just that he claims he doesn't un-
derstand the measure — and the effect
it might have on the $46-milllon schoo)
district he helps run.

“Do you remember the turmoll that
cxisted after the Headlee Amendment
(another tax-saving scheme which vot-
era approved In 1978) passed?” asked
Prisk, “Everybody esked, ‘Now that it's
passed, what does It mean?*

""The same elrcumatances exist right

now,
Voter's Cholce —~ supported by
of

assistant

beveryuxytoundaj:hndltl!uld
you had to roll back your millage rate
to the 1981 levy. ¢ .
.. “And.that's what's confusing to me,
andI'meure 'mnotalone” . = -
and some other school men
aren't sure if the proposal means the
1881 tax rate or tax base.

“If 1t means go back to the 1981 tax
rate, we have no real problem,” Prisk
sald. “But if It meana go back to the tnx

. then we have a problem,
- “Things bave changed In our school
district in the past four years. Costs
have increased in the Inst four years. If
we have (o go back to the revenus of
four yeara ago, {¢ will moke a tremen-
dous Inpact on the school district.”

As of Dec, 31, 1981, the Farmington
District levied 33.25 mills, which pro-
duced $33,507,900 in geoeral fund reve-
Oucs, according to R. Scott Bacon,
Prisk’s administrative assistant.

ngay. the district levies 83 mills,

cltlzens a8 a way of “getting
government off nﬁxrdbnub &nd out of
our ets" — would chop the person-
al mu 10 4.8 percent (the rate be-
fore Gov. James J, B| 'S now-
famous 1933 tax hike) and leave future
Increases up to the volers.

Proposal C alsa calta for the rollback
of reccat Increases In clgarette, gaso-
lne and vehlcle license taxes to 1981
levels. Munlcipal income taxes for nog-
residents would be set at 0.5 percent.
Increases would be subject Lo voter ap-

al.

provi .

A four-{lfths vote of the Legialature
could ratse the Licenses and other fees
otherwise regulated by the stata,

AND PROPOSAL C would affect
public school systems funds, both local
taxes and state ald.

Like other legislative unlts, school
districts would have to exist at Decem-
ber 1981 budget levels — unless the
voters authorired addrtional funds.

““Voler's Choice anys that wa've not

oral quarrel

g $38,000,05¢ In general funds.
Tha state cquallzed valuation of the
dlsirict baa incrensed. '

IF VOTER'S Cholce passes, the dls-
trict may bave to ask voters for per-
misslon to increase the take, school of-
ficials have sald,

“We'd bave to ask the voters to raise
the tax from whataver thet '81 revenue
rate would have been to what wo would

today,” Prisk sald. “In the mean-
time, we've had two electlons renewing
Besring. We ve it bt e
‘e have get ]

e"%:":‘e done all these things to be

District know exactly
what the district Is spending and what
1t needs to ralse In local revenuca to
pay ita bllla.”
added that “a greater copcern”
'was the proposal’s affect on state ald to
public education, even though Farm.
Ington recelves little from that source,
*"Certainly, it') mean a great reduc-
tion In the revenues the state has." he
sald. “Tho state won't ba able to do the

downtwon Detrolt, were reluctant to
discusy the matter because of the pend-
ing Litigation,

BUT SOME area scouting activitles
bave been curtatled untll erucial legal
and Insurance questions have been an.
swered,

ered.
Programs at Brownls Troop S146,

which meots at Wooddale Elementary
Bchopl, buve been “put on hold until ev-
cerybody geta thelr acts together and
figures out s thers or Is thers tot cov-
crage,” sald a volunteer who wished to
remain anonymous.

Privately, some arca leadera have
2ald they're worried about not recely-
Ing legal support-from the Girl Scouts

named as defendants in lawsalts.

“You're dolng something out of the
ggodium of ywrl:oean." s21d a leader,
“But 2re you alse opening up your
whole livellbood?" ¥

Peany Bailer, executive director of
the Girls Scouts’ Michigan Matro Coun-
cll, wouldn't talk abont the incident or
tho lawsult.

“It'a a private matter and I won't
discuss 1t,” Baller sald. “T mean, if you
were [ovolved, would you want me
talking about 1t? We have a policy with
an company. They're han-
diing it

Glrls Scouts bave Labllity ecoverage
with the Home Insurance Co. with a
§500,000 Limit, according to a “State-
ment of Facta” which accompanles the
sult.

* Tho statement also Indlcated that the
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F High 8chool put the squeezs. on
Plymouth Salem’s Mark Fmr. The two teams

L

Twenty-flve cents

injured §irl's parents have po medical

‘'We're In the process of settling (this
caze) pow,” sald Tom Upchurch of
Inmurance. *

THE INCIDENT and resulting law.
sult bave left Mary Glachino, a Farm-
lngton Hills mother and N
Service Director of area Glr] Scont ac-
tlyities, dlsMusioned about the scouting
e reslgn,” 3aid Glachino,

“T o )
who supervised the three defendants,
can't afford the risk.”

Sha continued, “Glr! Scout leaders,
during lhi!; mi.nlng,llm told that if
anything happens, as long as you've
been tralned and you follow Girl Scout
pmeeedumundloon,ymdw’tb‘w

Pioase tum 1o Page 8

Voters
approve
renewal

Voters in the Farmington School Dis-
trict Tuesday passed a four-mill tax re-
newal, whick will provide the district

RANDY BORST /st photographer

it oLinke (right) of . battled It out under stormy skies. For ihi tult
story, plpnutmnlolodcrummﬂon. .

with $45 miltlon af its . $4&-milli
budget.. * -

The rencwal passed, 655 votes to 230,
Only 201 ballots wero cast in a district
which contalns approximataly 58,000
vaters.

“It's a very allm turnout, bat we
don't lock on that as apathy at all”
£ald Graham Lewis, assistant superin.
teadent In the district. “We feel there's
an-element of satisfaction In the com-
munlty when we can get numbers Lke
this,

Lewis added that the millzge succesy
keep the district “on a good financlal
footlng” for the future.

c!u? . g‘nmlngwg,schwl 4 ted
most of -
ton Hills and a tiny pvruwm
Bloom(leld Townahip,

The wmillage proposal passed in all
four of the distriet’s precincts.

In precinct No. 1 at the Farmington

Ceater In dawntown -

ton, the vote was 201 yes to 60 no. The

yes votes ontnumbered the no votes,

281-77, at precinct No, 2 at Dunckel
Middle School on 12 Mils road.

‘Tho slimmest turnout was recorded
in procinct No, 8 at Warner Middle
BSchool on 14 Mile Road. The yes votcs
Wot out, 32 10 28, Precinet No. 4, bead-
quartered In East Middle School cn
Mlddlebelt Road north of 10 Mile, also
dpted for tha rencwal, 134 votes to 44,

Somo 52 absentes ballots were cast,
nnd:1ott§exnwu_reyuvotn

drew only 1,641,
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scout
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ble Lf aceidents happen 4o the children
're {endin,
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