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Thursday, Soptomber 27, 1934

Morcedos McCambridge stars in Marsha Norman's
Mother,” which at the BIr Theatre th

“'night,
gh Oct,
21. Parfromancos are at 8 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m. Sun-
days, and 2 p.m. Wednesdays and Sundays. For ticket information,

call 844-9225.

Little matter in
“’night, Mother’

Dy Barbara Michala
spocinl writor

Though acled to perfection and cer-
tainly thought-provoking, "'nlxhl.

review

Mother,” the Pulltzer Pri: g
drama at the Blrmingham Theatre, 1s
not totally aatisfying.

As the audlence walches a young
woman methodically prepare for her
suicide, one expects to gain something
irom the experience, Lo leave the the
ater with some insightful response to
:’hc tragedy. That fust docsa’t happen

ere.

ONE NIGHT Jessie Cates (Phyllls
Somerville) casually announces to ber
motker (Mercedes McCambridge) that
she Intends to shoot horself there and
then. In the next hour-and-a-half the
two women do somo soul-baring, but
there are no intense revelations.

Despite living under the same roof,
the relationship was a shallow one;
eventually there is some understand-
ing, but it matters Lttle,

Jeale’s problems are numerous: a
deserting husband, a delinquent son, &
f-centered mother and
leptlc scirures. By cvening's end she
knows a little more about her husband,
her {lincss and her dead father, but the
news only strengthens her resolve.

Jessie Len't having a very good time,
and sulclde {s the one clear, independ-
cnt statement she can make with her
lite. .

ep-

bulance, or summons ber married
brother to haul her into the bedroom.

“Forgive me, I thought you belonged
to me,” Jessle's mother laments, when
forced to confront Jessie's longing for
freedom.

SOMERVILLE'S STRENGTH is that
ber Jessle scems very normal, very ra-
Uonal; she nelther looka nor sounds a
loser. As tho eminently practical Jesale
goes about her preparations, Somer-
ville's apurts of ebulllence contrast cf-
fectively with her loner despalr,

As the mother, McCambridge's ex-
pressive face and magnificent vocal -

ections cover a wide spectrum of
emotional respanses.

Describlng herself as a “simple coun-
try woman,” Thelma Cates cannot cope
with the present crisis any more than
she could cope with Jemsia's sefrures
over Lhe years. 8he's not a bad mother,
Just not a particularly good one.

Despite the right intentions, Thel-
ma's appeals for Jessle's life seem to
ba for all the wrong reasons. Incffectu-
4l at most everything, her one physical
scuifle to deter Jeasic is pathetically
inadequate.

PLAYWRIGHT MARSHA NOR.
MAN'S dlalogue la consistently inter-
esting, and lberal doses of bumor save

QUIET AND RECLUSIVE by pature, 12¢ play from morbidity. |
Jessle married Decause ber mother  Director Tom Moore's pacing s
foond & busband for her, She belleved 2mooth. Performing the play without
be left because be couldn't stand ber  [3termiission Lntecalfles the mood, and
selrures, enncth Evans’ lighting llxa
Fpllepsy provents ber from boldinga  the dramatlc effect. i
job or driving a car. She hm” exempllied by the
back with ber motber, who bay.  Brother whoso %mmmw: .
ing Jesslolook aiter ber. . - . Hie's teagody 12 that o oo Sver cared
seixures, which her mother in- quite enough aboot bes,
on calling “fits,” [eave ber humill- Ubfoctmnately *‘night Mother” may
ated, And ber mother either umneces- lcave the viewer [ much the
sarily sends her to the bospltal by am- * same way despita the fine production.

callous

what’s at the movies

ALL OF ME (PG). Car] Relner'a latest, greatest
comedy, wth Steve Martin and Llly Tomlln,

ANOTHER COUNTRY (Unrated). Adapted from
Britlsh stage hit about polltlcs and homosexuali-
ty in an Engllsh boya school.

C. HE MIGHT HEAR YOU (PG). Austra-
lian fllm exploring the bitter struggle between
two slstera to galn possession of young boy
whose mother dled in chlldblrih.

CIH.UD. (R). That's an acrooym for Canaballstlc
Humanotd Underground Dwellers. Need we say
more?

THE EVIL THAT MEN DO (R). Charles Bronson (o
story of man's vengeance when the system falls.

EXTERMINATOR 2 (R). Sounds like a terrible fllm
of revenge with a cast of unknowns.

GHOST BUSTERS (PG). Bllly Murray, Dan Ay-
kroyd and Harold Ramls oy parapsychology re-
scarch students trying to rid New York of
menaclng ghosts.

Reservations required
$24.95,cllages.

Toy Hitonknn

GREMLINS (PG). Technically well-done story of
exotlc pet whose of(spring turn mean. Hoyt Ax-
ton, Zach Galligan and Phoebe Cates in a Splel-
berg fllm too groes for the under-12 set.

IRRECONCILABLE DIFFERENCES (PG). Drew
Barrymore, Shelley Long and Ryan O'Neal in
engaglng story of family problems.

PURPLE RAIN (B). Another rock music {llm with
famlly problems mixed In. Features Prince and
Apollonla Kotero,

REVENGE OF THE NERDS (R). Tasteless, color-
less college comedy,

) EXXEXK

KEEGO TWIN CINEMA
WHERE MOVIES COST LESS
On Orchard Lake Road at Cass Lake Rd.
1% Mlles W. of Telegraph « 682-1900
I, GREMLINS (PG)
il. Indiana Jones (PG)

plus Footloose (PG)

FREE ADMISSION

MOVIE RATING GUIDE

G General audiences. All ages admittad.

PG Parental guldance suggested, Some materin]
may oot be sultable for pre-tecnagers,

PG-13 Parents are strongly cautioned to give spe-
cial guidance for attendance of children under
13, Some materfol may be Inappropriate for

R ya&lg chlldren. "

tricted. Under 18 requires accompanyin
parent or guardias, e
X Noone under 18 admitted.

SUNDAY BRUNCH
In
“The Grille”

11:30 AMM, Thru 3P.M,

INEYARD

ARANT-

FAELE mdmisaion when ! AL Past
(with 20) Fit, Sun., Wed. & Thurs. (apartol ramkin Center)
MONDAY & TURSOAY ALL BEATS Yt* Wra

invite youi to enjoy Vineyard
-Dining—Excelient food beautifully
served'in an elegant atmosphere

NS

Frankln R
[ part of Erankio Center)

westerts Hignway Just Past 12 Mde v Soutnield
Cail 3574442 for reservairons

" *Way Down Easl® the 1920 D.W. " anll watches ber
Gdlﬂth«dhecud.&l‘z; Lo s . iy
starring Glsh, will be shown * Once her past is fevealed to the
by the Detroit Instituts of Arts® Af- ;sho’ comes to
Gy rogh Seades, 07 1n e Loacaton 1995
mose'srecltalball, the famous’
Tickets a8 §1 will bo avallable at floe
(o - Sour only. Information falls dar-
g:w&nlamybaommbyun- DR .
ing the mmenm ticket office at 833~ Theatre zo-
T e s st Oriffith and -
i'mmnlm;uxulbdnmx tm#.
{be fllm followa the woee of & young dotalled sched-
weraas a8 shie is tricked into & (ake mmmmm

9 50% on
imported fro

New Chocolate Almond Silk

The Silk Sale.

.. . .

" Classic French Silk'

13602 14-MILE ROAD

mesilks
mour kitchen.

rorm now until October 19, Bakers Square will serve you a slice of our
famous French Silk pie or any one of our new silk pies for half price wien you order
a meal of $2.00 or more. But hurry. Our sale on fine silks wo

n't last forever.

New Chocolate Mint Silk

5946 SHELDON ROAD, .+



