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Cable
hassle
settled

By Joanno Msliszewski
stalf writor

“Arellel.”

That's Lark Samouclian's reaction to
a recent compromise between the
cable industry and municipal repre-
sentatives, who have haggled for
months over the nation's first cable
televiston palley.

The Southwestern Oakland Cable
Commisslon {SWOCC) executive direc-
tor safd the proposed federal leglsla-
tlon would finally “provide definltion”
to the relationship between communi-
tles which have cable television fran-
chlses and the cable industry,

Cable industry representatives cch-
ocd simllar reactions.

“Overall we support the bill,” sald ~

John Liskey, director of the Mlchl an
Cable Televislon Assoclation, "Thcrcs
been such pressing noed for the Legls-
lature to set down the rules,”

Bob McCann, MetroVision general
manager, sald, “It was a good compro-
mise. There ls nathing (in the proposed
legi:lnllun) that is really going to hurt

Thc compromise has put an end to
the longstanding disagreement be-
tween the cable industry and communi-
ties about how much control local
cable commissions should wield over
ecable franchies.

agreed upon by members of the
congresslonal  telecommunlcatlons
commlttee, the blll would go before
both the House of Representatives and
Senate for approval.

“It Is quite a bit that they compro-
mised,” said Jack O'Rellly, an alde to
Rep. John Dingel, D-Dearborn, who has
been involved with the proposed Jegls-
latlon.

For months the cable Industry has
pushed for complete deregulation. Lo-
cal communities, represented by the
Natlonal League of Citles, sought to re-
tain control over rates. Munlclpalitles
also sought to maintain authority over
demanding certain services and pro-
gramming from cable firms.

proposed, the legislation main-
talns the integrity of local franchises
while allowing the cable Industry to
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have “free market abllity,”
sald.
‘The most notable aspect of the com-
promise is the citles’ ability to matn-
tailn control over rate regulation for
two more years,

After that, schedules would be salely
in the hands of the cable operators.

The communijties’ right to demand
that cable firms provide local access
programming, grants, equlpment and
{ees would be malntalned under the
proposed polley.

THE PROPOSED lcglslation woutd
also restrict communitles from requir-
Ing cable firms to pay more than 5 per-
cent of the flrm’s gross revenues n

. Iranchise fees,

Grants, equipment (sncll as for edu-
cational or governmental use) and ser-
vices the cable firm would provide to
the communitles would be Included
within that 5 pereent franchise fee cap.

MetroVision provides.SWOCC and
the three citles of Novi, Farmington
and Farmington with a 5 percent fee
plus equipment, granis and services,
Samouelian sald.

The tri-city franchise would be unaf-
fected by this requircment, for exam.
ple, because of “grandfathering
clauses,” Samouellan said.

“It (the proposed leglialation) grand-
fathers many things for the existing
franchiscs,” Liskey sald.

SWOCC, which represents the three
citles, bolds a 1S-year franchise with
MetroVislon,

From the local community’a point of
view, the provisions for maintenance of
existlng contracts are the most positive
aspects of the proposed legislation,
Samouelian said. “The contract (be-
tween SWOCC and MetroVislon) was
pid’ together in light of community

From MetroVislon's point of view,.

the most positive aspect of the pro-

legislation is that finally there

may be {ederal law covering “theft of
service,” McCann sald.

Theft of service ls pirating cable pro-

house on Whittaker Street In Farmington feaves
little doubt about her joyalties in the Amarican
League playoff series. Wayne, a longtime Farm-
inpton resident and Detrolt Tiger fan, paints

flags as a hobby “for when the occasion arises.”
She sald she's pleased that children golng to
and from nearby Longacre Elementary School
will seo her flags.
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Headlee, clty
disagree on
Proposal C

By Joanne Maliszewskl
staft writer

Farmington Hills insurance exccu-
tive Richard Headlee disagrees with lo-
cal officials’

Davis pointed in particular to the
phrase In Proposal C that reads *, .
any Legisiative change In the rate or
base of any state or local tax whlch in-
crenses lL1 revenue yleld . B

that 1 Davls

of the Voler's Cholce Amendment —
Proposal C.

The Tuesday, Nov. 8, election ballot
question has spawned various Interpre-
tations of its impact on local govern-
ment,

Farmlngton Hllls o(llc[als based
thelr estimated revenue losses, if Pro-

posal C passes, on an Interpretation is-
uned by the Michigan Municipal
League,

Headlee, a Proposal C supporter, dis-
agrees with that interpretation.

The proposed constitutional amend-
ment would require cltles to rol} back
the current tax level to the rate levied
in 1981,

But Farmington Hills is in a situa.
tlon somewhat different than many
other cities.

In 1981, the clty levied 8.5 mills (for
apcrnuon and debt), This year the city

" 1slevying 8 mills,

on the League's lnurpreu-

tion, Farmington Hills would have to

roll back its tax rate to the lowest the
city levied since 1961,

At 7.4 mills, tho lowest rate levied
since 1981, the clty ‘would lose an esti-
mated $199,000 In revenue,

Headlce, on the other hand, says
that's not what Proposal C says.

ACCORDING TO Headlee, if Pro-
posal C passes, Farmington Hills would
mll its mx rate to the 1981 level of 8.5
mills. The proposal, he said, does not
require a clty to roll back its rate to the
lowest alnce 1981 I a higher rate was

levied in that year,
uming both Proposal C and the
city’s request for up to an additional 1.5
mills for capital improvements pass,
Hills eould levy 10 mills,

That’s 8.5 mllls (at the 1981 tax rate)
for operations and debt, and 1.5 mills
for capital improvements, he sald.

League Assoclate Director Willlam
Davis says that from reading Proposal
C, he doesn't see where Headlee gets
his [nterpretation,

“I cannot read this 1

sad, if Farmington Hills rolled its cur-

rent 8 mills up to the 8.5 mills levied in

1981, the city’s tax revenues would be
creased,

“I don't think there is any equivoca
tlon about it, as I see it,” Davis sald,
about Proposal C's language.

In analyzing the potentlal Impact of
Proposal C on Farmington, City Mana-
ger Robert Deadman sald, ““my scenar-
lowas 1981."

IF PROPOSAL C passes, Farming-
ton's tax rate would be rolled back to
the 1881 level of 11.25 mills, according
to Deadman’s lnu:rpremlen The tlly
currently levies 11,74 mills.

Rolllng back Farmington's tax rate
10 1981 would result in a potential loss
of approximately $77,000 In tax reve-
nues, That represents a
potential loss of about 13.12 percent of
the clty’s local tax revenues.

“If it 15 determined that the local
millage must be reduced to the 1082
rate of 10,783 mills, the revenue loss
‘would be even greal Deadman said.

Ad'd'v:ld': the lnsa lrom a reduced tax

be anof
of estimated lm ln the clly‘- n‘-u equ-
alized valuation, he said.

1f Proposal C passes, both Farming-
ton and Farmlngwn Hilla would lose
money for road malntenance because
of a rollback in the state's gas and
wejght taxes.

Farmington would also lose an esti-
mated total of $40,000 for major and
local roads, Deadman sald. Farmington
Hills officials say the clty would lose
an estimated $530,000.

What concerns Deadman most is
Proposal potential impact on the
clty's ability to pay off its debt service.

In 1983, for example, council in-
creased the tax rate from 10.78 mills to
11,74 to pay Farmington's share of the
debt service on the Old Town Draln
project, Deadman sald,

“Even if the mmnge rate or tax base

any
other way,” Davis sald. .
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Pollce seek woman’s attacker

By Joanne Maliszewsk!
statf writer

Farmington police are looking for an
unidentified man in his mid-to-late 20s
who attempted to rape a 30-year-old
Wixom woman early last Thursday

she was treated and released, Lec said,

Pollce last Friday released a com-
posite drawing of the man, who was de-
seribed by the vietim as having short
and wavy @ark brown hair, brown eyes
and olive complexlon. The man Is also
a8 about 5 feet 9 inches tall

moming near Dy

Center.

Anyone with informatlon about the
attacker should call Detective Charles
moor Detective Dan Potter at 474-

The woman, who works in Farming-
ton, suffered a cut to the face and a
brulsed eye in the attack, sald Lee. Fol-
lowing the attack, the woman was tak.
en to Botsford General Hospltal whero

Religion
and Reds
discussed

“Religion I a Communist State” will
be the topic of a presentation delivered
koo pees o Baropas savar

er oo
history and philosophy, at 7:30 30 pm.
'rhundny Nav. 1 at Lawretce Institute
Techoology In the sclence building
au‘ﬂ.Mum. 21000 W. Ten Mile, South-

by LIT's School of Atta
104 Sctence axd the. Humanltics Der

grams and services witbout
- ly subscriblng for service through the
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This police rendering was garnered trom a woman who was al-

the lecture Is open to the
publlc free.

and of medium build.

THE WOMAN was attacked about
9:45 a.m. while sho was walking to th
Farmington Post Office along a dlrt
trall In a fleld between the paved park-
ing lot of TJ Maxx and the post offlce,
Lec said.

“She sald that when she was walking
down the trail she heard some running

The attacker grabbed the woman
from behind, putting his hand around _
ber mouth. While atll} holding his basd ¥
on her mouth, he pushed the woman to
the ground.

“She was told by the suspect ‘if you
scream I'll kill you'" Lee said, al-
though the victim did not see a weapon.

The man punched the woman in the
face when she continued to scream and
struggle, Lee sald.

‘The woman told police the man then
!ledtowmllheTJMnxxplrklnaI L.

“She pee him xet into any vehl.
cle or anything,"

When last seen L\I

ua
. wearing a red plaid shict and bllm jlﬁ-

footsteps,” Lee sald, et, according to police.
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tacked by a man matching this description. She was
near the post office in Far on Th
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