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Parents miffed at early recess for pupils

By Tom Basr
staff wrlter

Maybe they should have checked out
Tally Hall,

That was the wry suggestlon put
forth by an observer at last Tuesday's
Farmington Board of Education meet-
Ing during which an angry group of
parents blasted a superintendent's de-
clslon to close an elementary school at
noon and send home the students —

without notifying all the parents,

e observer, of course, was being
{facetious §n suggesting that the moth-
ers who couldn't be contacted at home
might be found in the popular north
Farmington eating place,

SCHOOL OFFICIALS dld say, how-
ever, that they found it impossible to
reach all the parents of the children at
Wood Creck Elementary back on Sept.

Citizen group
to boost Hills’

By Joanne Mslisxewski
slaff writer

“Say Yes to Facmington Hills,"

‘That's the borrowed name of a new
citlzens'‘committee formed last week to
actlvely promote passage of a charter
amendment proposal on the Nov, 6
clectlon ballet,

‘The proposal wlll ask Farmlngton
Hills voters to give the city authorlty to
levy up to an additlonal 1.5 mills for 20
years for capital Improvements,

“We don't claim to be very creatlve
or take credlt for it,” said Harold Lar-
son, committee chairman, about the
group's borrowed name,

BUT LARSON and the 35 plus” res-
Idents who attended an Oct. 1 meeting
to discuss formation of a committce
are hoping the borrowed name will
bring the same type of positive reaults
the state’s “Say Yes” slogan has
brought Michlgan.

- “As you know, the city as a govern-
mental entity eannot promote a yes

vote on an issue," said Aldo Vognozzi,
committee vice chalrman, about the
need for the commlttee.

Commlttee members, Larson sald,
have some “very serious plans” for
promoting the proposed charter
amendment ough “a Buccessful,
short and quick campaign.”

LARSON SAID committee members
wiil be making presentatlons to senler
cltizens,

21, a Friday, when clectrical problems
prompted Assistant Superintendent
Lawrence Freedman to close the
school early and bus the students home,

Freedman gave the following expla-
nation at the Tuesday board meetlng.

A break in an underground elcctric
cable serving the school, In the Wood
Creek Hills subdlvision west of Middle.
belt Road between 12 and 13 Mile
roads, resuited in the school operating

forms
mills

of whata steering committee had
planned for ralsing money for the pro-
motion campaign.

The committce has 26 days until the
electlon to convince voters of the need
for the city's six-year capital improve-
ments program and its accompanying
financlng plan,

The heart of the financing plan §s the
proposed charter amendment.

n npprovedl 2 the clty's total tnxl‘gg

e

and
church and civie orgnnlmuans. as well
as Neighborhood Watch programs,

“We fcel we have a great Idea that
you the council has spearheaded,” Lar-
son told council members.

Committee members also plan to
distribute brochures and pamphlets
urging passage of the proposed amend-
ment, Vagnozal said,

“We are ralsing our own money,”
Vagnozzi sald about paying for pam-
phlets and brochures, “It's golag to be
entirely separate from the clty.”

BUT VAGNOZZI sald he was unsure

‘Choice’ gets gong
from school board

Vote down Voter's Choice — that's
the fecting of the Farmington Board of
Educatlon. And, as of last Tuesday, it
has a resolutlon to prove it.

Meetlng in regular session, Farming-
ton's Board voted, 6-0, to appmvt‘:l a

budget levels unless resldents voted to
pay higher taxes,

“WE ARE concerned, as are many
professionals in this state, that Propos-
al C will be extremely damaging to
school districts," said Farmington Su-

resolution opposing the I
ter's Cholee Amendment (Proposal C
on the Nov. 6 ballot), which would force

w spenking
In support of the anti-Veter's Choice

001
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fro
current 10-mill charter Mmit to 11.5.

ORIGINALLY PROPOSED by May-
or Charles Williams, the proposed
charter amendment would separate op-
erating millage from capital improve-
ments millage.

The clty charter's 10-mill ltmit pro-
vision would remaln intact while a new
section would be added to the charter
pertalning to the additional 1.5 mills
for capltal improvements.

‘The proposal would protect the clty's
10 mits for operating purposes while
still having the additional 1.5 mills for

necessary lmprovements,

Wmle debating the issue this sum-
mer, some counctl members cxpressed
concern that without a charter amend-
ment future councils would be left with
only onc-half mill for operating pur-
poses.

1

THE CITY'S capltal improvements
plan includes:

® Major road Improvements,

® Storm drainage improvements,

® Sanitary sewer relief and water-
main facilities.

® Construction of a new police
bntldlng.

® An E-911 emergency phone dial-

ing system.

® Stdewalk construction.

® Improvements to the city’s parks
and recreatlon facilities, including
work on the Splcer property.

lhstton half power and then on oo pow-
er at all,

Detrolt Edlson personnel said that
repalrs would take most of the day and
that power would have to be turned off
while the work was in proj

“We felt we could operute on half
power,” Freedman sald, “but not In a
total blackout.”

FREEDMAN EXPLAINED that the

12-year-old Wood Creek, Farmington's
newest clementary, is a windowless
building.

It was pitch black {n there,” he said,
“You eouldn't even see to get to the
bathroom.”

So, at about 11:45 a.m., Freedman
decided to close the school and sead the
students home — some apparently re-
turning to locked, empty houses —
while the Wood Creck stalf started the

masslye task of phoning the parents.

A “fan out” system was used where
about a third of the parents were called
and asked to notify other parents, sald
Frecdman, who added that the task be-
came more difficult when the school's
telephone became unable to recelve in-
coming calls,

BUT THE Wood Creek parents at
Plsase turn to Page 14

Thinking smart

Bealing the high cost of grocarias was their
challenge and a food co-op was their answer,
These women and many others llke them have
learned that a little hard work pays off. Now en-

tion,

taring its sixth year of operation, the Nature's
Kitchen Co-op is going atrong, To read more
about this group, turn to the Suburban Life Sec-

RANDY BORST/atalf photographer .

How Latchkey program helps after-school kids

By K. Joyce O'Brien
speclal writer

Sue Brooks grew up an only child of
working parents. She was known as a
Latchkey Kid. The term refers to house
keys she and children like her wore fas-
tened to thelr clothing. She used the key
to open the door to an empty house and
lonely hours each day after school.

Today Sue supervises a Latchkey
program, She s pleased that the chil-
dren involved never have to carry keys.

e Time s one of the programs ad-

minlstered by Sue Brooks, Community
Program Dlrector of the Farmington
Branch of the YMCA.

Seventy clementary. school children
look forward to the before and after
school hours, Supervised games and
crafts, as well a5 free time for home-
work, are provided at five Farmington
publlc schools, Parents express delight
to have this convenlent licensed child
care avallable,

GROWING NUMBERS of worklng
mothers and single parents have raised

the need for supervised care during the
hours when baby-sitters are least avail-
able. Approximately two million chil-
dren under the age of 13 are routinely
without supervision for some part of
the dny. according to the U.S, Census

ureal
"Hau of Oakland County now have,
Latchkey programs and the other balf
are studying the 1dea,” sald Sue Brooks,
“We realized 1t was needed and it was

The Farmington Branch of the
'YMCA Initiated programs In Longacre
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oral quarrel

what’s inside

and Wooddale Schools two years ago,
1casing unused rooms. Flanders Schnol
was added last year. The program be-
gan at Willlam Grace and GHll schools
this current year, In rooms that are
used only dudng the school hours.

MOST NEIGHBQRING school dls-
tricts providing a Latchkey program
are administered by the school system,
most often Cornmunny Education.

rooks feels Prime Time's link with
thu Y bas many advantages, even
though the school programa work well

on school

What about policy

closings?

On Sept. 21,
superintendent to order the e_arly
cluslng of Farmington Hills' Wood
Creek Elementary School.More than
400 youngsters were bused home —
many to locked hauu where no one

was home.

Tuesday & group of apgry parents
of Wood Creek students showed up at
a school board meeting to criticlze
the decision to close the school and to
demand a review of the district’s poli-
cles on shutting down achools In an

Today's Oral Quarrel question is:

How shoald the Farmisogton school
district bandle the nnexpected closlng
of a school? What conld have been
done differently in the Wood Creck
closlng?

To answer this question, call 477-
5498 anytime before 1 p.m. Friday.
To see haw your nelghbors feel about
this issue, please look in Monday's
Farmington Observer.
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in other districts.

“The uniqueness of our program is
that there is Interplay between the sites
and the YMCA. On days when school
bas half days and vacations, the chile
dren can come to the Y because we
have alternate programs available,”
said Brooks.

Many children come to the program
after going to Scout mectings and aport
activitles. They are abla to be involved
with outaside activities, even though
their parents are at work.

CHILDREN seem to reallze there;ig
a difference between this program and
schooltime. .

“For the children, the drawback “ol
having it In the school and run by the
school is that ik Is still school to Lhem,

rooks, “The schools are happy
becu\uo 1t Is providing a service with .
nut cost o en{ergy cexpended by them.'s’
Because of the licensing by '.he Da-
ent of lces, .
. quirement lar the child care wnrhr I! -
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Halls are emptler;-
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tive Assistant R. Scott Bacon, whbs
compiling the figures, “and that's”x
00d 8l )

thought.” said Farmington Administra.

“Our elementary schools continua to
maintain thelr enrvilment and, in fact,
mayevengoupalittle.”

IN  secondary

{grades six through 12) schools was ex-
to be 5,308, Bacon said. Enroll-

ment turned out to be 5,995, “Elemén.
tary Ia pretty much as we uudpnu.

B«muse of the post-war baby bown
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“AT LEAST 25 CALLS =
BY NOONI” an ever etore =
i ary was delghted with tho =
response of the Cbserver & Ec- By Tom Baer
centric “APT. FOR RENT” CIu- statf writer
Hamondaus o 1cu| from all
romendous s ovar. - 'The student population of the Farm-
Fvo used Your pape l}g""" =wil ington Public Schools is down slightly
continee ouse h tool compared to last year’s census, accord-
Remember... ing to the district’s “fourth Friday”
head count, ENROLLMENT
The survey showed that 10,275 stu-
One call denta — 252 fewer than at the start of
does [t alll the 198384 school year — are enrolled
. In the Farmington jot's three high,
391-0900 four middle, 10 elementary schools and  1t's 3,860.%
t
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