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Conference makes pitch for sales career

By Marie McGea
staff writer

FUNNY THING happened to
Nancy Gilmore on the way to
the office.

She started an organization
now known as Professional Women in
Sales.

That was about three years ago and
all Gilmore originally set out to do was
to organlze a chapter of the Natlonal

for F

en.

She began with a nucleus of 11 wom-
en. Ope of them was L Evans, an
energetic and promising student in one
of the management tralning classes
Gilmore was conducting in Detroit.

“HAVE YOU EVER bheard of Profes-

sional Women in Sales?” she recalls
- asking Evans,

I Evans replied that she hadn't but
was interested. Gllmore said: “Wetl,
- we're going to start one.”

Therein began the only organlzation
of its kind In the area for women in
sales, In fact, it bas no male counter-

. part In the area at the present time.

Gllmam ol Livonla, became the
group's first president. Evans is the
current president.

Glimore sald that as a sales person
herself she found It was “an isolated
profession”

“There was nowherc to go to talk

Nancy Gilmore
sensed a need

about the successes — the big sale you
clinched. Or talk about the doors that
were slammed in your face, There was
no chance for networking — an invalu-
able way to meet and exchange ideas.”

HER OWN EXPERIENCES coo-
vinced her that the Detroit arca was
ripe for such an That she

Diane Daubte
professionalism I the key

200 active members representlng Fore
tune 500 companles and other majfor
businesses.

“At our first meeting we had 225
peaple,” recalled Gilmore, who at one

. R W
Cathy Bays
easler to be a mom

THERE ARE SOME intrlguing
workshop titles, including: “Oh Lord,
Please Don't Let me Be Misundere
stood"” and “Finding the Job You Want
or Has Princess Diana Retired Yet?"

Ume operated ber own
training company, Performance Train-
ing Assoclates, and [requently conduct-
ed for the Livonla Chamber

guessed right is evidenced by the fact
that the chapter soon became the larg-
est chapter In the country with over

‘Women as Leaders’

is topic for

Marilyn French Hubbard, presldent
of Marilyn Hubbard Associates, will
speak on “Women as Leaders" at 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 17 In Women-
center, Oakland Community College,
Orehard Ridge Campus. Marilyn Hub-
bard Assoclates Is a management con-
sulting firm speclallzing in human re-
source management and developmeat.

French-Hubbard is also founder and
national presldent of Nationa) Associa-
tion of Black Women Eatrepreneurs, a
network of women who own and oper-
ate their own businesses.

She has recelved much national rec-
ognition for her work. She was was

lecture

cnlled a “Top Working Woman In the

" by Mademoiselle Magazine in
IGBD and her success story was told by
"Wnrkln]; Women” In the same year.
The U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion designated her Natlonal Minerity
ﬂvmed Business Advocate of the Year

1980,

French-HuWbard's talk fs the next
event of the Womencenter Adventures
In Growth serles, which is focusing on
the theme of ""Women and Leadership.”
The tatk will be given in Room J-308. A
$3 donatlon is requested. Chlld care is
available,

Speech coach returns

Lloyd Senith, a retired high school
teacher who continues to coach the de-
bate team at Farmington High School,
‘was among those who gathered for the
Michigan Association of Speech Com-
munlcation's fall conference.

The 59-year-old organization ks made

up of educators, broadeasters, forensic
associations and speech coaches. They

of Commerce.

“Even now, we have on an average
of 100 members at our monthly meet-
ing, she added.” The current member-
ship is about 185,

To better serve its members, the De-
troit area chapter split from the na-
tional organizatlon recently to become
Professional Women in Sales, a non-
profit organlzation providing educatlon
informatlon; networking, job bank,
motivatlonal speakers and sales traln-
ing.

A HIGH POINT for the fledgling or-
ganization will come Saturday, Oct. 20,
when the membershlp hosts an all-day
sales conference at Mercy College
featuring 34 workshops on varfous top-
{cs plus an address by Lt. Governor
Martha Griffiths and keynote speeches
by sales entrepreneurs Beverly Klev-
man and Carol Hyatt.

A subtitle for the seminar could very
well be “Everything You Ever Wanted
to Know abaut Sales but Didn’t Know
Who to Ask,” commented Dlane Dau-
ble, another Livonla resldent who is ac-
tive In the organlzation.

Dauble Is education chairman and
played a key role in organiring the
seminar by helplng to arrange for the
varjous workshops.

‘The workshopa, she nolu. cover all
facets of

band together every fall to
thelr mutual public service to various
communleatifon groups in the state. The
assoclatlon’s alra is to bring to the pub-
lic effective,

tlon education and service.

plus advice on how to dm. how to

deal with diffcrences In people and
keeplng it all together on the home-
front.

All are experts
in their particular fleld of dlscusslon.
Some of the lpcakcr: come from the

Dauble, a former English teacher in
the Livonia public schools, fairly bub-
bles with enthuslasm for the group
which she joined after she was plnk-
slipped and had to make a career

change.

Currently, she is & marketing repre-
seatative for Loomis Armored Inc, —
the only woman in thls position in the
state of Mlchigu.

is another

None of the three has encountered
any great amount of harassment from
male clienls,

Professionalism 13 the key, they add.
ed. “If you have producl knowledge,
you don't have a problem."

And the higher the corparate status
of the person you're dealing with, the
easter It s to receive fair treatment.

“You encounur more prejudice In a

Llvonia mlden‘ and ex-teacher who
switched (o a sales career because it
offered more opportunity and greater
time flexiblllty in combinlng the role of
mother and career woman.

She s Cathy Bays, who Is presently
on maternlty teave from her sales con-
trol systems Job.

“There's a lot of money to be made
out there in sales,” the three women
note, “Women make excellent sales
people, We have definite advantages.
We communleate with others easier,
‘We come across as belng more honest.”

“WE DON'T HAVE that male huck-
ster Image,” they contlnued, “Women
are more perceptlve In picking up any
vibes that could help or hinder a sale.”

Whlle the conference Is gurcd for
professional saleswomen, any woman
thinking of entering a sales career is
Invited.

Price of the conference Is $40 for
early reglstration {up to Oct. 19) and
$55 the day of event. The admission
covers a coffee hour registratlon peri-
od [n the morning, lunch with Grilflths
as speaker, and a wine and cheese pare
ty at the conclusion of the day.

TO REGISTER or for further infor-
mation, call 261-0410.
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PAINT SERVICE
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you do at
the carporule Tevel,” sald Dauble,

Women are returning In droves to
the work force, Gilmore noted, but
most are in lower paying jobs like fast
food operations or getting stuck In
"pluk collar” secretarial jobs,

Sales careers, she feels, offer strong.
er economic power at a faster pace.

‘The outlook for women In sales s ex-
cellent, according to PWS vice presi-
dent Mary Walsh, a recrulter for major
Detroit arca companies sceking profes-
llDuIl salespeopte.

my elght years as a recruiter, [

hnve seen twice as many women enter
the sales fleld and earn twice as mu:h
money as they did flve years ago,”

Glimore, Dauble and Bays all add a
resoundlng amen to thal
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