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Reagan: tuition tax credits_f

A parlsh high school in Redford Township which
boasts it's “large enough to offer a complete curric-
ulum, small encugh for indlvidual attention™ got
the chiel s for 40
minutes Wednesday.

“Helplng you make your hopes and dreams come
true is what my job fs all about,” President Ronald
Reagan told 388 St. Agatha High Schoal students,
173 grade school puplls and several dozen faculty
members.

Reagan continually played down “faith in blg
government” and played up "faith in the people”

_and hard work to the school audlence,
* He fielded a dozen questlons from students but
*none from {lve dozen members of the White House
*press corps {n a trip that made the Cathotle school
at 25707 Pembroke a moblle White House from 11
40 11:45 a.m. — “the day when we will be closest to
“history,” in the words of principal Dian Kolls,
4 STUDENTS CHEERED the 73-year-old chief ex-
v;ecutive's arrival, shouted gleefully when he wished
vthe Aggles football team well in thelr homecoming
“game, and gave him a thunderous ovation when he
~answered student Glenn Wllllams’ questlon: “If you
«could do one thing to make the world a better place,
~what would it be?”
* Reagan's answer; “The total eliminatlon of nu-
clear weapons.”
+ He sald he told Sovlet Forelgn Minlster Andrel
‘Gromyko during his White House visit 12 days ago
that “we remain ready to reduce nuclear arms., . .
ready (o meet them half way.”

Like many students, Ken Craig asked about the
Job: “What do you do when you become frustrated
In dealings with foreign natlons?"

Jovlally, Reagan answered, I den't let them sce
it. I go home, I talk it over with Nancy, and she
calms me down. But there are tess and less of those
Uimes," he said, clting the strengthening of the
NATO alltance and his frank talk with Gromyko.

More somberly, he added, “The most frustrating
thing s terrorism" = he clted the bombing trage-
dies in Beirut, Lebanon — “and trying to determine
whether there’s some actual government behind

POLITICS AND his campalgn for a second term
were played down — Reagan didn't bring along
U.S. Senate candidate Jack Lousma; as he usually
docs — except for o favorlte Issue among Cathotles.

“Will Congress ever pass tultlon tax credit legls-
latlon?” asked student James Kitchen.

“Yes — if we will all remember that they work
for us,” said Reagan, “They need to get letters. It
Isn't necessary to make them see the light. Make
them feel the heat.”

He sald he wanted to help “parents llke yours”
who are paylng tuitlon to independent schools and
all their taxes by allowing them te deduct tuitlon
from taxable Income. That answer received almost
as much applause as the nuclear weapons response,

CARCL TUMIDANSKI, whose letter inviting
Reagan to her school may rank as the most efiec-
tlve missive since 8-year-old Virginla O'Hanlon
asked the New York Sun about the exlstence of San-
ta Claus, presented Reagan with three “high-class
articles of clothing — an Aggie football jerscy, a
baseball cap and a school sweater.,”

Reagan displayed the white jersey with a green
.84 on both sides, hls name on the front and the
- name of St. Agatha on the back — again to great

cheers,

The seatlng arrangement was unusual with cle-
'mentary students behind the podium. “The Secret
»Servlce at flrst didn’t want anyone behind him, but
they agreed to the fifth to eighth graders,” ex-
:ptained Mlchael Legg, Livonia attorney and Repub-
+Ttcan leader who uscd several days® vacation to do
sadvance work for the Reagan visit.

4 “I feel like I'm playing Lheater-in-the-round,”
:quipped the former Hollywood actor, turning to ac-
. the

B Y
" Securily was tight. The avdience had to be in
“place a full hour before starling time, and a Secret
-Service metal detector was tuned o finely that it
“buzzed at a paper clip In a reporter’s coat pocket.
. Pastor William Murphy read the invocation — a
_prayer for the president composed by John Carroll,
*Amerlea's first Catholic archbishop, Students Shel-
la and Jennlfer Della, who took their citizenship
oath with Reagan in attendance Oct. 1, led the
Pledge of Alleglance. Princlpal Kolls and assistant
Bob Snowden Introduced the questioners, picked at
“random by the student government.

OTHER PRESIDENTIAL answers:

& From Patrick Alligeyer: Do the Tigers have as
good o chance at winning the World Serles as he
does of winning re-election?.

“I'm afraid to answer, If I guess wrong, I'll have
to worry the rest of the trip. . . . I can’t take sldes
with a Califernla team in the series.”

® Dennis Shubltowski: Compare the jobs of gov-
ernor and the presidency.

“I was governor of Callfornla, the largest state
with 10 percent of the country’s population. There
are great similarities.”” Biggest diffcrence: As chief
exccutlve, he Is saluted by military officers.

« Janet MeLarty: What about space flights?

With the fight of astronaut Sally Ride, he sald,
“The warst era of diseriminatlon that we've known’
has come lo an end.” E

® Robert Iafrate: What clubs or activitles did he
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‘Helping you make your hopes
and dreams come true is what
my job is all about.’ .
' — President Reagan
at Redford Township's
St. Agatha High School

take part in during high school?

“I majored In extracurricular actlvities — ath-
letics, drama club, student senate, president of the
student body. I never dreamed when I was In the
drama club that I would be an actor, Extracurricu-
lar activities are fust as Important because there ks
teaching and learning there, t00,” .

@ Janet Sypniewski: How does he feel about al-
cohol abuse among teen-agers?

“Alecohol is just another form of drug. There's no
place for them. . . . You're growing up now. You
only get this plece of machinery ence. Take care of
it," sald Reagan, laughing, adding that he has been
39 years old for more than three decades.

@ John Peltz: Do you favor a national health
program?

“1f you mean sociallzed medicine — no, If you
have to get sick anywhere in the world, get sick
here.” He sald nations with sociallzed medicine flnd
quality declining, waiting lists lengthening and
costs'rising. But he favored government-pald medl-
cal care for the needy.

® Dantes McSween: Docs he want to be remem-
bered as an actor or a president?’

Hoplng aloud that some of his movles never whl
be shown on the late night show, Reagan opted for
the presidency. :

® Mary Pittgilo: Does he mind traveling to
countrles where there is polltical unrest?

“It goes with the job. But it docs pay off.”

® Jennlfer St. Croix: Does he have any privacy?

“You do know you Hve in a flshbow),” he sald,
adding he finds great privacy at Camp David, Md.,
his Californta ranch, and even in the White House
when there's no state dinner.
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