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Twenty-five cents

By Joanne Mallszewski
stalf writer

Chris Jarvls and other sllent tenants
in Fairmont Park apartments are per-
turbed.

Rent is golng vp agailn for many
tenants in the 377-unlt complex.

Fairmont Park (s one of three apart-
ment complexes In the Farmington
area owned by the Beznos-Beztak Co.
The ficm also owns Muirwood Apart-
ments and Terraces In Farmington
Hiils and Kensington Manor in Farm-
ington.

“We just declded we have had
enough,” said Jarvis, who lives In a

ber husband and 3-year-old son.

In March, Jarvis pald $530 for the
1,200-square-foot apartment. July
brought another increase to $555 a
month,

In late September, Jarvis received a
letter from the landlord Informing her
rent would be increased Ln November
to $600. .

Jarvls, for one, does not plan to teke
the rent increases without complalnt.

“We've got it all together. We just
haven't formed a committee yet,"
Jarvls sald, referring to tenants who
are concerned and angry about the rent
increases.

INSTEAD, JARVIS and her neigh-
bors are waiting to sce what tenants in
Muirwood do about slmilar rent in-
creases before taking actlon or making
a formal complaint,

Some Mulrwood residents met in the
Farmington Communlty Library on 12
Mile earlier this week to discuss what
optlons they have in fighting recurrent
rent hikes,

Members of the informal Muirwood
committee refused to release the re-
sults of thelr mecting. The Mulrwood
complex has 1,173 units.

with the rent increases, “we bave had
very few complaints In the last few
days,” sald Louis Allen, Beznos offlclal.
“We've heard nothing at all on a formal

Fighting the vent increases wlll be
difflcult for most resldents: because
those who have more than a one-year
residency currently do not have leases.

two-bedroom terrace apartment with

Despite murmurs of disastisfaction
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Rising rents In the F

Park

After thelr flrst year of restdency in
the complezxes, tenants’ leases were not
renewed. Rent has been charged on a
month-to-month basis, Jarvis said.

When the Jarvis family, for example,
moved Into Fairmont in September
1981 they were glven a one-year lease,
Rent was $455 2 menth,

“In the beginning it was affordable,”
Jarvis said.

When the one-year lease expired in
September 1982, the Jarvises, llke

“other tenants who wished to continue

living In the complex, were without a
lease,

After Scptember 1982, Jarvis sald,
rent for her terrace apartment In-
creased [rom $455 to $470 to $500 up to
$530 this past March.

“It seems to me this was all planned

ahead of tme," Jarvis sald, about the
complex owners giving only a one-year

ease.

“They (landlords) sald that because
we had outstanding credlt, we would no
longer get a lcase,” she added.

EARLIER THIS month the land-
lords changed thelr tune, Jarvis sald,

Jarvis recelved a letter Indicating
that residents would have the eptlon of
renewlng thelr leases.

“Many of our residents have ex-
pressed the desire to have the option of
a lease renewal as an alternative to a
month-to-month residency,” the
Beznos-Beztak letter Indicated.

I Jarvis wants a one-year lease at
$600 a month rent, she must notify the
landlords by Oct. 18, according to the

(above) have angered some tenants.

Tetter. plexes in the area charge near or the

“If there had been & lease In the be-
glnning, no one would be paylng $600
now,” Jarvis suld.

Alien confirmed that tenants are
now bdng offered the option of a one-
year lease,

“Leases have bcen offered to all
tenants,” he said, “In recent monthy be-
cause of escalating rents, some tenants
mentioned they would like a lease.”

While Allen sald the recurrent reat
Increases at Beznos-Beztak apart-
ments are “unusual by historical stand-
ards,” tenants will be assured rent
won't increase because of the enc-year
lease now being offered.

One of the reasons for Lhe recurrent
rent adfustments, Allen sald, was to
keep up with the market. Other com-

same rent, he sald,

fore rents are

fioor rent s $640.

month. On th
rent is $470.

A market study is always made be-
Increased,

Although Jarvis belleves 3600 a
month rent is expensive, new residents
In Falrmont will pay more than that
for their apartments.

For a two-bedroom terrace apart-
ment with two full bathrooms, rent for
new tenants on a one-ycar lease runs
$630 on the first floor. On the second

RENT ON a {lrst-floor cne-bedroom
apartment in Fairmont is $460 a
¢ second or third floor

Rent on a two-bedroom terrace
apartment 'in Muirwood runs $800-

$660. The terrace apartments have a
uttllty room,

A conventlonal two-bedrobm apart-
ment at Muirwood costs $540 a.month
or $550, dependlng on the Moot plan. A|
one-bedroom ts $470 or §510 a
month, also dependjuz on floor plan.

In March 1883, rent for a one-bed-
room apartmeat In ‘Mulrwood was
$385, according to a former realdent.
After the one-year lease expl in
April 1984, rent Increased o $405. Sev-
eral months later, the resident moved
out of Mutrwood.

‘What concerns Jarvis {s that many of
the tenants in the apartment complex .
are retirees and single mothers who
cannot afford to pay the rents now
charged at the Bemos-Bertak apart-

ments,
I talked to two other single womeu
who are looking for -time
‘They are golng to have to get two joba
to stay bere,” Jarvis sald.
But Jarvis said she is bard pressed
for a solution,
chigan does not bave rent control
laws to protect reaters.
“There s no law that protects these| |
-people,” sald Jeff Bitz, who runs the .
Ann Arbor Tenants Union."People are
just getting raked over the coals with H
0-40 percent Increases.” !

LANDLORDS, THOUGH, are re-
quired to give one rental period notice
(one month in the case of Fairmont and
Mulrwood) that rent will be locreased, B
Bitzeaid |
The Michigan Consumer Protection
Act also prohibits hndlords from
charging rents that are “way out of
line,” Bitz sald. Bul Il's d.lmcult to
determine what 15 t of line" and
“It’a hard to make It snck " he added."
Although MichIgan offers tenants lit-
Llc, if any, legal protection, Bitz claims
“there is an awful lot people can do.”
Residents can “collectively bargain'
with landlords” to set rent at what
would be consldered reasonable be-
tween the two partles, he sald. N
Another option Is for residents to '
loudly and puhllc[y oppose their rent
and recwrrent Increases so landlords
and owners of npar(ment complexes
recelve “bad publicity.”
Sometimes, he sald, bad puhllclly Is
effective enough to make a change. !

Illlﬂ

Allen added.

Hills mayor to council:
rescind liquor license

' By Joanne Maliszewekl

staff writer

o, i prs

Farmington Hlils Mayor Charles
Willlams wants council's approval of a
liquor license for Caprare's, a proposed
new restaurant near Haggerty Road
and Grand Rlver, rescinded.

Listed on tonight's council agenda,
Willlams’' request comes less than a
week alter counell nppmvcd aClassC
liquor llcense for Capraro's.

Although council was able to produce
the needed five voles to approve the li-
cense for Capraro's last Tuesday, the

proposed restaurant clearly was not
lhu first cholce to recelve the city’s last
liquor Lce:

Councu‘s first cholces were Ernie's
Dell and - Restaurant of Mulrwood
Square and Etkin Equities. Other npyli-
cants Included George Kashat w!

See Paya'2

plans to open a limited menu restau-
rant in Tally Hall and Food by Gregori
on Grand River Avenue,

But what could have been a simple
process of Issuing the license turned
into a stalemate as both Willilams and
Councllman Joe Alkatech abstained
from discussing and voting on the issue.

Alkatceb has a professional Involve-
ment with Etkin Equities. Food by Gre-
gorl's Is a client of Willlams’ account-
ing firm.

‘When the seven-member councll ap-
proves a license it {s only a recommen-
dation. The applicant does not auto-
matically receive It. The final decision
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1a n the hands of the Michigan Liquor
Control Commission.

WITHOUT MUCH discusslon, Coun-
climan Robert Anzlovar made a
motfon to approve the license for Er-
nie's Dell. Five affirmative votes are
needed to apprave a liquor license,

Before Laklng a vote though, Council-
woman Joan Dudley sald she could not
vote in favor of Ernle’s,

Issuing a liquor license to Ernie’s,
she said, would not be in the best inter-
est of the city because O'Shechan's
Tavern, also located In Mulrwood

uare, already has a liquor license.

dley sald the clty would be best.

served by rescrving the license for Et-
kin Eq\llllﬂ. Only Buddy's Pizza along
the Northwestern corridor has a liquor
Ucense, she said,
After it was evident that only four
votes would be cast in faver of Ernle's,
Willams* immediately asked other
council members and city attorney
Richard Poehiman if his vote would ac-
tually represent a conflict of intereat,

Angry, Dudley uupped In response
that Willlams was chan his mind
because she warned council she would

id
Tigermania

Support for the Detroit Tiger baseball team, the
American Lesgue champs, is strong around Ea-
gle Elementary In the Farmington School Dls-
trict. Most Eagle youngsters, including Janet

Please turn to Puna 2

{lett) nnd Brad Sheiton {right), came

dressed in Tiger garb last Friday. Even teacher’s i
aid Lsuren Okopny (center) got in the swing \
with hat, shirt and the phm names pinned to !
her clothes,

Pair charged in store theft

Two Detrolters were arraigned on a
charge of larceny after an Incident in &
dmumn Fnrmlnxum Radlo Shack

Anita Cavitt-Beynolds and Donald
Rollowuy. both 26, face an Oct. 17 pre-
liminary exam ln Farmington's 41|h
msgﬂncwt

Accordi

to F police, the

two had looked at ! ded o & yellow car in Mmmmlot.lnunployu
s s L o e
Center and left the store y L) or '
when an employee boticed a phove was  Meanwhile, the employee flagged Jice Det. Paul Poiter found’ another
missing. down & patrol car In the Iot of & pbone I the parking lot near
and told officers about the situation. the exit to Grand Rlver.
‘The employee {ollowed them out of s . !
the store, police said, and ahouted for Mtouo'dmowndpnlm it Polluummup‘camm-
them 0 stop. The man stoppad, turned on eastbound Grand River, They od and, bocanse they did oot produce
around and opened his coat as I Lo mrewm:n,mannmm ldentication, were held overnight In
show he had pot taken anything. The phooe. Ouakiand County jall. ot - .
a by h) ‘ih‘



