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By Tomn Beer
stoff writer

Glenn Purdy, a man who fought the
war, loves (o tell war stories, And the
Farmington Hllls resident knows some
exclting tales, .

There's just one thing before anyone
starts to Listen, though. He docsn't want
people thinking of him as a war hero,

No one thought so during the last
days of 1944 when he and bls Army Alr
Corps crew crash landed their grievi.
ously wounded B-17 Fiylng Fortress In
France — and llved to tell about it —
and he doesn't want anyone thinking so
now.

“We were some of many thousands
who were on those flights,” said Purdy,
then a 21-year-old Alr Coi tain

scheduled for a bombing run over
Frankfurt in Nazi Germany on Christ.
mas Eve of 1944,

Purdy, now an exccutlve with Feder-
al Mogul In Southfield, isn't likely to
forget the events of that particular
Christmas Eve day. That was the day
that the Lady's luck ran out.

The B-17 bomber recelved a dlrect
hit between Its fuselage and third cn-
gine. A hole was’ ripped through the
floor of the plane and three of the four
engines were knocked out.

The explosion sent the aircraft and
its crew of 10 into a flery 10,000-foot
dlve. Miraculously, all of the crew
members survived the crash landing in
a wheat field outside Sarralbe, Franee,
and went on to finish thelr tours of duty
- a total of 3¢ misslons.

NEARLY {0 years later, they gath-

Wartime flier recalls f

ered at a Ramada Inn in Dayton, Ohlo,
one recent weekend to toast thelr sur-
vival and swap memories about the
day Lady Luck lost her good fortune.

The plane, part of a 12-craft squad-
ron, hit the ground at 3 p.m. on Dec, 24,
Purdy remembered, touching down at
50 miles per hour, its bomb bay doors
blown off on impact.

On the way down, Purdy and the
crew members tossed out everything
they could break locse, They were
thank{ul that the steep dive put out the
fire which had been raging as a result
of the direct hit on the left wing by a
German shell,

“The only reason we rode it down
was that, if we'd have jumped, we'd
have landed in German territory,” Pur-

ea
and firat pllot of “Lucky u?:." aps-l'l
. Ploase turn to Page 4

‘Sitting in the dark in
the rain walting to take
off on a mission is very
scary. That's when you
feol afraid. But, when
you're crash landing,
there’s just so'much
going on that you don’t
have time to be afrald.’
— Glenn Purdy

former bomber pliot

j
runs still fite Glenn Purdy.
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A map mearked ‘secret’ shows somo of Gien:

n Purdy's bombing runs.

Photos by RANDY BORST/staft photographer
The site of his crash landing at Sarralbe is shown In upper center. !
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GREAT SCOTT DAY, spansored by the
Booster Club of North Farmington High School, is
being held Thursday, Oct. 18 from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.
at the Great Scott Supermarket, Orchard Lake and
13 Mile, Five percent of the total sales will be do-
nated to support all sports, music, drama and clubs
at North, While shopping you can enjoy & hot dog
and coke for 75 cents, Come on down!

ROBERT BOND, son of Marlese Klien of
Northville, bas entered the U.S. Alr Force's De-
layed Enlistment Program. Robert is a 1984 gradu-
ate of Farmington High School. He will enter the
Regular Alr Force on Dec. 17. Following gradua-
tlon from six-weck basie tralning course at Lack-
land Alr Force Base, Texas, he will receive techni-
cal tralning In the mechanical aptitude arca and be
assigned to an Air Force duty statlon.

Know someone doing something notable? Let
us know. Write: Inside Angles, Farmington Ob-
server, 23352 Farmi! Road, Farmi
48024,

CONGRATULATIONS TO NIDA
ABINOJA-TURSE of Farmington, who be-
came an Amerl citizen during
ceremonies at Cobo Hall Monday, Oct.1, Nida came
to this country from the Philippines 10 years ago.
She Is a graduate of the University of the Philip-
plnes and Wayne State Univeralty.

WENDY WESTENBERG AND
MARKUS GREINER of Farmington Hiils
achleved placement on the xur:unur quarter dean’s
lst at T Y

LESLEE PFAFFMANN of Farmington
Hllls is one of 226 students from $1 colleges and
universitles enrolled In The British University
Year, sponsored by Beaver College, Pa,, in coopera-
tlon with 11 British universitics and colleges who
left New York Sept. 18 for London. Students partie-
Ipating in The British Unlversity Year are integrat-
ed with the British students In the regular degree
programs of the cooperating institutions. Each unl-
versity offers opportunities for estracurricular
participation in music, art, drama and sports, An
art history major, Leslee iy a student at the Unlver-
sity of Michigan and is enrolled at University Col-
lege, London, in The British Unlversity Year.

DANIELLE SIMON, in authentic native
Croatian dress, will joln “The Parade of Natlonall-
ty Costumes” in International Institute’s Hall of
Natlons. The parade Ls one of the many events that
wiil be happening Thursday through Sunday, Oct.
18-21 during the institute's Old World Market days.
The Farmington Hills resldent is one of 30 who will
be In the parade wearing the dress of their forefa-
thers, many of which are family helrlooms.

THE MICHIGAN ADOPTIVE Parent's
Assoclation (Ma-Pa) Is sponsoring @ Vegas Night 6
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 20 at St. Linua Schoo), Hass at -
Gulley Road, Dearborn Helghts.

IN HONOR of October being Crime Preven-
tlon Month, Ozkland County Sheriff Johannes F,
Spreen announced that hls crime-fighting canlne,
“Deputy McGrulf” will be able to give crime-pre-
vention tips by telephone. Concerned cltizens can
hiear Crime Dog McGulf by calling 838-BITE, Mon-

BETH EMERY, daughter of Mr. and Mrs,
David Emery of Farmington Hills, has pledged Al
pha Phi Fraternity for women at Miami Unlversity,
Oxford, Ohio.

AIRMAN MICHAEL McFARLAND,

gghmﬁclén‘fxf “lfu, x;g‘p&’{im“ c“:.mp:;‘::'{ son of Davld McFarland of Farmington Hills, has

dents “Take A Blt¢ Out of Crime” by hd]:‘lngmre. ﬁduwﬂ '5‘:‘?»3;.‘.’3‘;@'% fge“ corr?rslou ccii:

duce larcenles, breaking and enterings and other 1\ poquled to serve with the 80th Field Mainte-
es. nance Squadron at Travis Alr Force Base, Callf.

NEIL SIMON’S “Play It Agaln Sam" will be
performed as a beoefit for Farmington Hills Chap-
fer of Sweet Adelines, at 8 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 31 by
St. Dunstan's Theatre Guild of Cranbrook. Donation
of §5 Includes an wilh the 3
Reservation information is given by calling Lora
Wiljanes, 477-9139.

s ILLIAM QUINN, son of Wil-
S & Ahicaso M. bas by docoral

DOUGLAS TROJANOWSKI, son of Di-
ane and Jerome Trofanowzk! of Farmington Hills,
Isa In the National Merit Scholarship
Program. He i3 a senlor at Lutheran High North-
west and i3 planning a career in mathematics and
computer aclence.

- MAUDE C. MOORE of Farmington recent-
1y participated in a Classical Garde-Manger-Buffet
Catering class held at Northwood Institute. This
hands-on seminar teaches the attendee to display
and serve food a3 worka of art. How to “cost out”
catered eventa for falr and profitable pricing is
also Included in the courso. .

Madal at Fort Campbell, Ky, The Achievement
Aedal (5 awardod to :M!r.;‘ for =mp\hhm‘e’ni,

service or acta of courage. a
it ':t(h the 2nd Battatioo, 31st Fleld

¢ think our newly remodeled Twelve Oaks s
really something special, and we'd like you to try it on for
size by joining us at some of the exciling events listed Lelow.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18
Atlend our Cuisinart Cooking School and fearn how te save time and become
a Witchien wlzard wilh the food processsr that just absut dse it for you.
From 6:30 to 8:30 in our Markeiplace”
We'll show you howr 1o create “new fooks ™™ with afl those exciling accessaries
you've been dying 10 ry. Bring along one ol your faverile “oldles™ and we'll
transform it wilh Lhe lalest in 1ashion complements. A1 1 in Accessaries.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23
Just for you gents, the spotlight today is on the Rulfini menswear coflaction.
Drew Lenthe, Rullini's personal sep, will be on hand 10 answer any questions
you may have. From 11-3 in our Woodward Shop!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24
Meet Sparky Andersan, famed manager ol your favorite team, the Delroit
Tigers. Sparky will be autographing his book. Bless You Boys, the diary ol
the Tigers' 1984 season. From 7-9,

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25
Men, the lime 10 snap your wardrobe inlo shape is now, before hollday
partying is {n full swing, You can'i miss when you choose YSL measwear
from our Woodward Shop™ YSL tep, Paut Delaware, will be there te make
suggestions and commenls on this exciting collection. Don't miss the
intarmal modeling trom 11-3.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27
Early birds, we're having a fashlon show just for petites this moraing during
breakfast at the Greenery. Call 348-3232, ext, 2016 lor reservations. See you
there al §.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
Pul on your dancing stippers and join us at *Spirit of "84} a romantic
interludo o dancing. sparkling champagne and scrumptious hors d'oeuvres.
Also preview the latest In men's and women's fall tashians, Reserve your
ficket {S25 per person} today. by calling Hudsan's Events ofice, 223-1308 or
851-4524. All proceeds will be directed 1o the American Lung Association.
Qur gala begins al 7. Please enter Hudson's trom Novi Road.

TUESDAY, OCTOSER 30

Don't miss this rare opporiunity to see one of the world's expert engravers at
work. Walerford's James Burke will personalize your selection right belore
your eyes. The Watertord people creats their magnilicent crysial pieces by
hand. wih heart: Today only, from 31-2 in Fine China,

GROWING FOR YOU

hudsons tuuelve oaks
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