By Kathy Parrish
staff writer

As a “good” Democrat, Darlene Borent led the
party put her name on the 1984 baltot.
A veteran of two unsuccessful races — for Madl-

" son Helghts City Council and state Sennte. — the

executive director of Oakland County’s Demiocratic

Party prefers to work behlnd the scenes ‘getting -

other people elected.

And challenging Oakland County Drain Commis-
sloner George Kuhn is llke trying to halt spring
flooding, One of the county’s Republican leadershlp
“team,” he has a long polltical record and & last
name that atiracts votes.

BUT ADMITTEDLY too much of a “political ani-
mal” not te run once In a race, Berent has been
plugging away.

And to the surprise of many, uhe won thc numc
“well qualified” rating the
miasloner got from Clvln Senrchllghlmaklnnd Cm-
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troit,” charged Kuhn, "ll'n everybody’s system.”
I T o s, St oy
In US. District Court to get its
bursed for high water rates, The draln oomm!nlvn- ‘I've got the record
R . er also is gu for alleged sewage  ¢o gtapd on,’ say»
! g 99:9: Kuhn ;umcntd:lvﬁnhll incurred bocause of tha bri- Kuhn, whose
d 'stand on my record™ scan volving Vista Disposal Co.
Y i4 8 political opponents
ALTHOUGH CONCERNED ahout sewage treat-  Aave inciuded some
ment rates, Bereat belleves the water ratecase lsa  ef his own
“waste of time."” department
"Water from Detrolt s cheap. Jt's the suburban \Ders. 1 don't
communlties adding their share that runs the cost 778/
up,” said the Madison Helghta resident. think I need fo
She Ic‘:nte;d.!mlhnt tgﬁ dl:\ln commissioner {s not  debate. I/ stand on
accessible e public he represents, and that record.’
Darlene Berent most residents don't even Iuw: what the job en- :'n:}cm’l" "PPOH’:."'
“give it your all” tails, pe, My !
“I do't know everything about dralns and " Whafeverher
. sewers, but there are engineers who do,”” she sald, name is —and |
“But the key for politiclans Is to be a servant —  don’t get invited to
to know what people want.” the same places.’

zens League. That made her the only Democratic
challenger to rank with an Incumbent in the presti-
glous ratings.

“People wouldn't let me not run” explained
Berent, 46. The mother of four originally sald she
would put her name on the ballot, but wouldn't go
through another clectlon.

“And I feel that if you run for something, you've
got to glve It your all.”

UNLIKE THE hotly contested races for county
executlve and sheriff, the candldates for drain com-
missloner haven't even met.

And that's the way Kuhn wants it. An oulspoken
officeholder who thinks nothing of challenglng hls
longtime opponent Detroit Mayor Coleman Young,
the West Bloomficld resldent won't debate his chal-
lenger.

My opponent — whatever her name is — and [
don't get Invited to the same places,” he qulps.

“I've got the record to stand on,” added Kuhn, 58,
whose political opponents have included some of
his own department members.

“] don’t think I nced to debate. I'l] stand on my
own record.”

Berent says Kuhn ‘just
puls in sewers to carry the
waler away. He has no plan
to put the water back in
the ground. In a few years,
water is going to be gold.
Other states already want
our water.’

— Darlene Berent

THAT RECORD ls under attack by Berent, who
charges that the drain commissloner isa't accessi-
ble o realdents, has no concern for environmental
issues and has no long-range plan for pn:crving
county water,

She contends Kuhn “just puts In sewers to carry
the water away. He has no plan to put the water
back kn the ground.™

“People are becomlB:g maore concerned about the

nt,

action
rglmlrpemu for the General Federation of Women's
ubs,

“In a few years, water i going to be gold. Other
states already want our water.”

A longtime polltican and former United Auto
Workers Political Actlon worker, Berent wants to
let people know what the county job entails. “If I do
nothing clse, I'm going to educate people about
what the drain commissioner does.”

IN HIS CAMPAIGN appearances, Kuhn outllnes
a long list of achievements duging his 12 years as
drain commissioner.

‘The $48,655 admlnistrator I3 responsible for all
established drains, including crecks, rivers, ditches,
sanltary sewers and storm sewers. The office hes
responsibllity for new draln construction, mainte-
nance of drains and establishment of water man-
agement districts,

A former Berkley city councllman and mayor,
Kuhn got Into ¢lty government because of concern
over masslve flooding in his community.

He takes credlt for getting south Oakland “off the
dime” on the 12 town draln, which serves 14 com-
munitles. “It was dead in the water," recalled
Kuhn, who pushed for a ban on area construction
until Lhc drain was approved.

“1 never lhnuzhl 20 ycars later I'd be drain com-
mlssioner."
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AFTER SERVING one term as state senator,
Kuhn lost a GOP primary in 1970, Two years later,
he won & warmly couiested primary for drain com-
missioner.

In offlce, he takes credit for 1

Her big lssue ia long-range planaing. An environ-
mentalist who belleves water should be put back
into the ground, Berent says Kuhn's solution s to
“Just flush It away.”

pro-
grams Like a soil erosion program and formation of
lake improvement boards, and partia! consolldation
of the DPW Into the drain office.

He cut his stalf from a peak of 208 in 1079 10 59
thls year, largely because of lack of state and fed-
cral money to fund sewer construction.

Kubn's biggest claim to fame s his attempt to

reglonalize control of the Detrolt Water and Sewer-
age Board,
As head of Citizens for a Reglonal Water and
Sewer System, he is determined to get “fair and
equal representation” on those Detroli-run opera-
tlons for the nearly 100 communities which but its
services,

“All the other communities are subsidizing De-
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