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Stalwarts |

By Joanne Malisxewski
stalf writor

For the sccond Ume in several
months angry Woodcreek Farms subdi-
* vislon residents have used the strength
of their numbers and anger to prevent
rezoning of property in their Farming-
ton Hills neighborhood for office devel-
opment.

Approxtmately 200 Woodereek resi-
dents besieged Farmington Hills coun-
cll chambers last Monday to-stop the
propesed rezoning of three lots on the
cast side of Wellington, south of
Northwestern Highway, from single-
1a2mily homes to offlce development.

“1 think its time we started thinking
about the peopte that live here,” sald
Woodereek Farms resldent Hurry War-
burton,

‘The Bullders Assoclation of
Southeastern Michigan requested the
rezoning of Jots 51,52, :uld 53, so the

s olflce
eould be constructed on the (hree-]ol

Rldnnfs also criticized the owners
of the three lots who would have sold
their single-famlly homes if councll ap-
proved the rezoning request.

But after about 2% hours of resl-
dents' angry complaints, the Bullders
Assoclation lost its bld to have all three
lota rezoned.
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which faces Northwestern Highway.
The lot is shown 2n the clty's Master
Land Use Plan as zoned for special off-
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ol y and Welllngton is perplexing to Woodcreek residents who are fighting for what they feel is the integrity of their subdivision:

Robert Anzlovar voted against the ap-
proval. Both sald that rezoning the lot
to bring it into conformance with the

Resldents argued that further com-
mercial development near and in thelr
wealthy, rural neighborhood would

Instend, in a 4-2 vote, counci! ap-
proved the rezening of only lot 51

fee (0S-3

) use.
COUNCILMEN IOE Alkateeb snd

apecific request ks made.

master plan should be done when that

cause property values of their houses
to drop, But the homeowners on the

By Jean Adamezak
statf writor

Alter more than ten years of physleal paln and

ice Tunisan just may taste a bit of victory by the
end of the year.

The 58-year-old Farmington resident has a rare
congenital spinal disease —

countless battles with the federal bureaucracy, Al- .

Invalid woman ponders
why she can’t get help

for Soclal Security benefits In 1977 and was repeat-
cdly turned down because, according to the Social
Securlty Administration, her condltion was not dls-
abling within the law.

“I'm angry at the injustice that I can't get any
sort of compensation,” Tunlson sald.

MEANWHILE TUNISON has been to orthopedic

complicated by degenerative nnhriu: colitis, hy»
poglycemln and allergles.

ding to her misery, the Social Security Admln-,
l:LraLlon is denylng her compensation to which she'
fcels she is entitled.

“It’s been a nightmare,” she said. “They (docwrs)
still don't know that much about the dlsease.”

Tunison has been to court “so many times, I can't
co:nl them" trying to galn Soclal Security compen-
satlon,

“It scems so wrong,"” she safd. "I don't want to
hurt anyone, I just don't undersund why some peo-
ple can get money and I can’t.”

But, there is still hope Tunison may recelve some
compensation.

Administra llvc Judge Martln J. McManus rec-
ommend t Tunlson Is entltled to a period of
disability beginning Aug. 24, 1973, and to dlsability
:murn nce benefits under (he amended Social Secur-

ty Act.

This declsion came after Tunlson's civil sult was
remanded by the US. District Court of Eastern
Michigen to the ULS. Social Security Administra-
tion's offlce of Hearing and Appeals,

However, the declsion Is only a recommendatlon
and the Social Security Adminlatration's Appeals
Council wlili issue a final determination clther al-
lowing or denying the clalm.

Soclal Security officials were reluctant to com-
ment on the Tunison cnse, But Carol Goldstein, who
works in the office of hearing and appeals for So-
cial Security, sald the case could be decided within
80 to 30 daya.

1In 1873 Tunlson was forced to quit her joh be-
cause of the severe pain from the disease, Sho filed

In several states including Michigan and
underwent spinal surgery in 1977 in Long Beach,
Calit,

During surgery, grafts of her hip bone were
transplanted into her spine in hopes of alleviating
some of her pain. But the operation did not take,
and according to Tunison, she never would have
undergone the operation if ahe had known the pain
would sulll be there.

‘The pain, she says, s “indescribable.”

“I've bad it for all of my life,” she sald, “butbelag

the 11th of 12 children in my family I was taught
not to be a complainer.

“I did not know what it was ke not to have

paln,” she said.

I?ge sgena mosti of hf;ln umfn ai;!lngpl:da ﬁx:llner
w ueag or lylng er specially pur-
chased hospl Egd

Tunison and her husband Richard have been liv-
ing on one Income xince she quit work in 1978, In
addition to traveling to Callfornla for surgery, they
have moved to Arizona, Florida and Georgia in
search of medical help. Yet, they bave always re-
turned to Michigan because; she says, “this has al-
ways been home."

“We traveled on a wing and a prayer,” Tunlson
sald, “because during those years we were con-
nm;% borrowing money and using the last penny
we

They came back to Michigan without any job

prospects for her husband and without any money.
They are still paying for ths moving expenses, sh
says, but her husband has found work with thelr
son-lnlaw,

Ploass turn to Pege 10

Allce 'i'unlwn is determined to one day
get the Soclal Security Administration In
listen to her plea for ald. .

three lots up for rezonlng had a differ-
ent view.

“It’s no longer a desirable plece of
land,” said Alvin Albertson, who lives
onlot §3, .

Although hly home has oot officially
n on the market, Albertson said re-
altors told him hls property was un-

Pleasa turn to Page 10

Chamber moves
to take over

Festival

By Stove Barnaby
editor

days

nclther volunteers for the Festival
nora to organize

After more than a decade, the Far-
mington Chamber of Commerce will
take back direct control of the Farm-
ington Founders' Festival,

The decislon was made at a special
meeting of the chamber board on
Thursday, The board voted lo wrest
control from the Founders Festival
Comm! which b

the yearly event since the early 1970s,
“I fecl very confldent that the festi-
val Is golng to become a thing of the
past 1f something lsn't done to the
board structure to [nsure its continu-
ance,” sald Jon Grant, who announced
he was resigning as festlval chalrman.
Grant became active in festival ac-
tivities in 1983 when the Festival Com-
mlttee was reorganized. He served as
president for thia year's festlval.

“IN VIEW. of the fact that the festi-
val was established for the beneflt of
(he business community by the cham-
ber of commeree, it seems only natural
that the chamber of commerce would
be the sponsoring organization of the
event,” he said in a set of written rec-
ommendatlons he submitted to the
board.

ard,

Most of the festival business is han-
dled through the chamber office, any-
way, Grant noted,

For the past alx years, the festival
has faced one flnanlclal or organiza-
tlonal crisis after another. One of the
most (hreatening was two years ago
when the

Candidates brood over literature

By Joanne Maliszewskl
stall writer

With less than three weeks until elec-
tion day, the Farmington Hills city
council race ia heating up with candl-
dates Terry Sever and Ben Marks at.
u-cung each other's campaign litera-

Lut week Marks asked Sever to stop
distributing a brochure put out by the
Committee to Elect Terry Sever which
portrays Marks as a “tax and spend”
candidate.

*'T don't know 1f I was asked. It was
more lke threatened,” Sever sald.

Marks said Sever was told “very
nicely” that the portrayal of Marks in
the brochure was slanderous,

When asked if Sever and his election
committee had stopped distribution of
the brochiures, the candidata aald about

w—

5,000-10,000 had already been distrib-
uted.

ALTHOUGH SEVER sald he docsn't
belleve any more copies of that bro-
chure are going out to the residents, be
added that “my campaign manager is

In charge of it, and ] don't believe they

intend to atop it.”

Sever sald he could substantiate all
of the information listed in the bro-
chure.

“Y am golng alter the issues. My op-
ponent is avoiding the issucs,” Sever
sald, "We're trying Lo create a situation
where the issues will be discussed. It
was slmply s contrast on the jasues.”

Marks disa,

“In my oplnion, I don't think he
(Sever) is umpllmlnl on ihe true con-
cepl of the issues,” he sal

While responding to quuﬁonl about

his brochure, Sever criticized cam-
paign lterature distributed by Marks.

Referring to information listed in a
Icllcr distributed by Marks, Sever sald

“Mr. Marks is pulung out ltull that is
un!wnd:d "

He polnted speclfically to Marks in-
dlcating that In the August primary “1
had captured 49.9 percent of the total
votes cast . . . or almost doubled the
combined vote cast for my upponenu

“I took It from the paper,” Marl
sald, referring to the election returns
reported in the Farmington Observer.

Marks' letter describes his experi-
ence In city government. He also indl-
cates which Lssues he has supported or

"B\'trythlnlpi“put In that th.lng (leb
Ler) can be substantiated,” Mar)

IN CONTRAST to Sever's brochure,

Marks sald, “l didn't elude to him at all
In that letter.

But Sever sald that what really
bothers him Is that he believes Marks is
breaking clection laws by not putting
who or which committee paid for the
letter,

Sever sald he ls consldering making
& complaint to the Oakland County
Election Committee.

"1t was signed by me,” Marks sald.
“This Is a personal letter.”

Because it 1a a personal letter to sen-
lor cltizens, Marks sald, the phrase
“pald for by . . ." is unnecessary.

*“This s a definite violation of the
election laws,” Sever sald.

Although both clalm they are an-
noyed with each other’s campaign Uter-

atare (be candldates also say they pre-

fer 10 keep the campaign a clean ooe.

1983 Festival had *

lhe effort.

Subsequently, the chamber did take
steps to fInd a chairman and volunteers
for that year's events.

"I ASSURE you that if some actlon
isn’t taken with regard to this matter,
it [s bound to result in a repeat of
1983,” Grant said.

In its infancy, the festival was under
the direct control of the chamber. But
as the evént grew and became moro
time-consuming to plan and exccute,
the chamber board established the Fes-
tival Committee to take over.,

The concept has gotten mixed re-
views since. Some persons in the busi-
ness communlty believe the festival no
longer beneflts them. Other persons be-
1leve the festlval has become too large
and doesn't reflect the wishes of com-
munity residents.

But desplte all the problems experi-
enced In recent years, Farmington City
Manager Robert Deadman urged the .
board to take action to insure the festi- '
val's survival for another year.

“Qur council belleves it ought to con-
tinue. 1f somebody doesn’t come for-
ward, it won't happen,” Deadman sald.

AFTER HEARING Grant's prescn-
tation, the board also voted to appoint Al
Chamber. Executive Director Jody
Saronen ln charge of next year's event.

“It is my oplnion that the festival has
been a cost item to the chamber in an
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