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The televislon cameras were rolling.

football

Brown wound up scoring on a 4-yard
run. Goss mlssed the extra point.

Glenn ‘then got a break. ‘ North
botched the snap on a punt and Glenn

The apotlight was on a high school foot-
ball coach from the le
School District.

And it wasn't John Herrington.

No sir. This time the spotlight was on
coach Jlm O'leary and his North
Farmington Ralders.

O'Leary got a flttle tongue tled,
muffed a couple of his lines, but on the
whole, he was marvelous.

‘The same could be said for his foot-
ball team Friday night. The Raiders
stumbled a little bit against Northwest
Suburban League rival Westland John
Glenn. They muffed a punt and made
some frightening turnovers. But, on the
whole, they too were marvelous.

‘The Ralders beat host Glenn 20-7 to
win the NSL undefeated and autright.

“I'm just real happy for our kids,”
sald O'Leary, still blinded some by the
camera's lights. *They really deserve
this. You knew what we thought we had
coming back from a year ago (not

much It was thought). But, the kids ded-

N of
Malt Tijan bats away a Rocket
aarfal intended for Ron Talg.

jeated themselves and worked real
hard over the summer, When it came
time to play, they were ready,”

day’s contest, Unfortunately, the Raid-
ers didn't really show the dally papers
and the Jocal television cameras what
they were capable of dolng on the foat-
ball field.

“We were our own worst encmy to-
night,” O'Leary said.

Glenn, though, was no slouch. The
Rockets were plcked by many to burst
Into the state playeffs. Injurles have
since deralled the Rockets’ hopes, but
they put up a still (lgm agalnst the
Raiders,

“In some respects, It's been disap-
polnting,”
Chuck Gordon. “But, not tonight. I felt
the kids played hard. I'm proud of
them. 1 think Jim O'Leary will agree
with this, we gave them a great ball-
game tonlght.”

The Raiders’ Ilrst drive scl the tone
for the type of night It would be. They
fumbled on their second play but re-

galned possesslon. Then quarterback
Erlc Engel hit Steve Goss for 45 yards
to the Glenn 17. Another fumble, again
teotained, stalled the drive.

On their second possesslon, the Rald-
ers turned it over. Biil Grisamer picked
off Engel’s pass, Glenn, however,
couldn't capltailze on the break. Story

second quarter, The offensive lne be-
gan blowing huge holes in the right side

ripped through for 23 yards. Thcn Mare
Brown went through for 38 and 9 yards. ons

plays later, Tony Boles scored on a 4-
yard run. Chris Plazza added the polat

alter.

WITH A perfect 60 record, Nortn  oPiire thelead. .
had started to get some long-deserved “That was the key to the game,
statewide acclaim coming into Fri-  O'Learysald.

sald Rocket head coach

play.

of the night. tonight,”
X Brown had the blg night, He gained
NORTH FINALLY got it golng in the 103 yards for North.

the Glenn defense. Knoll

With 2:03 left in the half, North
marched 62 yards Iin five plays to re-

‘The score was set up by a 25-yard
pass from Engel to Buddy Pope. The
touchdown came on a 20 yard pass to
Scott Knoll.

North added another score with just
two seconds left In the game — a 2-
yard run by Brown — but, Knoll's TD
was the game winner.

GLENN'S MAIN offcnslve weapon is
Boles. Accordingly, Gordon went to
him often. For the most part,
er defense was cqual to the task, Boles
gained 98 yards on 29 carries.

“Our defense has played great all
year,” said O'Leary. But, perhaps not
any better than they played in the
fourth quarter Friday. Twlce they
stopped Glenn drives on third-and-1
plays. Another time on a fourth-and-1

Glenn had one {lnal shot at North.
WIth 4:05 Teft, the Rockets took over at
midHeld, On second down, Bales galned
8 yards.
third and fourth down.

“Boles Is our key,” Gordon sald.
“You've got to stop Boles and we fig-
ured we could do some things with him

Glenn falls to 2-3 In the NSL and 4-3
overall. North is 5-0, 7-0 overall.

Let the spotlight fall on the champl-

on the Ralder 37, Seven

the Raid-

Then North shut him down on

Miller goes beyond 1,000 yards
as Harrison romps past Canton

By Chris McConky
statf writer

1t was an afternoon of milestones. It was
an afternoon of friendshlp and reualons. It
was-homecoming day for the No. l-ranked
Farmingten Harrison football team and the
Hawks treated the large and enthusiastic
crowd to a 40-7 drubblng of Plymouth Can-
ton,

But above the celebratlon hovered a pall;
a sense of impending dispair.

‘The players weren't o ot of it. The
coaches did their best to put it out of thelr
minds, But It was there. It was the main
tople of conversation among the fans. It has
been the malh tople of conversation in prep
football this year,

Harrison, clearly the best prep football
team in the state and ranked among the lop
20 in the nation, will very likely miss out on
a chance to win the state champlonship.

Because of a terminally unfair playoff
system dchwd bylan ingenlnus‘:unch of bu-

High School Mhlnllc Association, Harrison
needs a miracle to make the playoffs — de-
spite its 7.0 record and despite averaging
more than 40 points per game and yleldlng
less than seven.

TO GET IN the playolfs, at least two of
the following teams must lose: DeLaSalle,
stnrling Helghts Suveuon or Blrmingham
Seahols

"nmt'll never happen,” sald Harrison
coach John Herrington, who b trylng like
the dickens to remalin optimisti

“Obvlously, It would be a blg disappoint-
ment if we didn’t make it," he sald. “We are
not just a good team. We are a great team,

“But 1 till feel that we'll get in. We have
the best team and somehow, something is
galng to happen to get us in. I really believo

Herrlngton will be on the state's playoff
committee next year, He said that he is cer-

tain the playo{f format will be changed.

[:;lope!ully. it won’t be a year late for Har-
rl

“Right now,” sald Harrison’s All-Amerl-
can back John Miller, *I'm not even think-
Ing about the playotfs. I'd be hummed out if
we didn't make it. But I'm having the time
of my life playing with this football team.
I've been here for four years now and I have
never had more fun than I am this yenr,”

IT WAS A hallmark day for the amazing
senjor. He galned 186 yards in 20 cacries
and scored three touchdowns, He has gained
more than 1,000 yards rushing thls year aud
over 4,000 in his caree

“1 rc.'nlly wanted to gnl that. I have been
looking forward to it,” he sald,

‘The Chiefs were simply no match for
Harrlson and coach Rich Barr cxtended his
own feellngs about the playoff system.

“It would just be a shame if that (octball
team doesn't make it,” he sald. “An;
something like that bappem. it Just chcats
the kids. If the playo!fs are supposed to rep-
resent the true champlons of this state, then
1t would be unfair if Harrison's not there.”

The Hawks scored on their first four pos-
sesslons of the game.

The first scoring drive was all Miiler. The

drive went 71 yards in 10 plays. Mliter car- .

tied on all 10 and scored from the 7.

Canton quarterback Dave Knapp fumbled
on the next possession and Jason Talbert
was there to pounce on it. The biggest cheer
of the day came whes It was announced that
Talbert recovered. He had many relatives
in from out of town to see him play — it
was a nice moment for a hard-working
young man,

TWO PLAYS later, quarterback Vince

Enright bit his favorite target, Brian Smol-_

inski, for a 36-yard TD,
Enright bad another buge day, He com-
pleted seven of 10 passes (including his first

flve in succession), for 158 yards and two
TDs. He had onc pass plcked off by Knapp
in the third quarter.

Smolinskl caught four passes for 91

yards, .

The Hawks' third score was vintage Mil-
ler. He busted through the Canton line,
made a nifty fake on a lincbacker then cut
back across the field nuu'unnlng the second-
ary. The play covered 54 yards.

The Hawks fourth possession looked like
a Vince Enright highlight film, First he hit
Smolinski for 15 yards. Then Miller for 10.
Then Smolinski agaln for 21. On the fourth
play he rested. He handed to Mlller, who
took it in from the 13,

In the third quarter rcceiver Jeff Shot-
troff ran the wrong pattern but still scored
on a 30-yard pass from Enright. When
things are going good, even busted routes
turn into scores.

The Harrison second team flnished the
scoring. Scott Blssell scored on a 2-yard
run.

THE CHIEFS got on the board early in
the fourth quarter. A questionable pass in-
terference call put the Chlefs deep In Harrl-
son territory. Two plays later Knapp hit
Matt Flower on a pretty 19 -yard pass play.
Dave Liurzo added the po

The Chlefs gained j\ut 12: yards in tptal
offense and Knapp accounted for 80 of
them. He ran for 42 and passed for 38 more,
Sean Budlong caught two passes for 27

ards,

v Ken Hixon, Miller, Smolinski, Dave De-

lekta, Ben Chen and George Sarceyich were

punishing on defense for the Hawks,
Harrison's offense accrued 408 yards on

e day.

*You can't get let the players get down
about the playoff thing,” Herrington said.
“If they do, then this won't be any fun for

Spartans burst Falcon bubble

Pelﬂ' Huddy nti:hd ‘10 y:ni.l with the wLn—
wi
lplrk Livonla Stevenson to a 14-10 victory
over visiting F gton Friday,
Ruddy‘: TD romp was set up by Chris
's_second of the

'WLAA, visita Northville Friday,

The Spartans lcnmd {irst, as Don Roso-
chacki grabbed the opening kickof! and
sprinted 90 yards 1ur the TD. Huddy tacked
on the placement for a 7.0 lead.

eltthel-‘lmlnz!nn Brian Trainor
5‘: Spartan-like in his !ﬂnrt during the
winning u!.nlu!lofthenynm
The win left both teams at $-2 overall.

(WLAA) title samdny.w 3-21inthe

Falcons on top, 10-7,
- " Chunk Do

od it on Dave Cunning-
luuu 7-yard bolt In the flrst quarter and
Bruce Krait's kick. Kratt added a 23-yard
fleld goal in the second period to put the

dson completed aix of 12
passes for Suvmou for 78 7uds, -nh oze
interception. The Spartans ha S yards
rushing and 218 total. MA.I.LIeMLh:t:z-
klers with 11 solos and two assists. Norm

Farmington quarterback Chrls Green
connected on 11 of 24 passes for 125 yards.
Ab Hazen caught four of those. The Falcons
had 200 yards rushing and 325 total.

CVILLE 30, LUTH. EAST 14 Andy
Lauderback set the pace for Livenla
Clarenceville, rushing for 128 yards on 31
carries, puiting two touchdowns on the
scoreboard in the second quarier and scor-
Ing three two-poini Gouversions in the Tro-
jans win over visiling Harper Woods Lu-
theran East Friday.

"
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Spotllght shines on chplon North

photos by DAN DEAN/staf! photographer
North's Troy Hiner {No. 80) demonstrates how to stop a upudlng Rocket, namely Tony Boles, In

the Raiders’ 20-7 win at John Glenn Friday night.
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ARE YOU PAYING

TOO MUCH IN TAXES?

For Information On:

¢ OIL & GAS PROGRAMS

* REAL ESTATE PARTNER-
SHIPS

¢ CATTLE PROGRAMS

* CABLE TV PARTNERSHIPS
« MUNICIPAL BONDS

CALL:
Corporation FOM

Members New York Stock Exchange, Inc.

BIRMINGHAM ROCHESTER ' WEST BLOOMFIELD
280 N, Woodward » 48011 1000 W. University » 48063 &§705 Orchatd Lake Rd. » 48033
6471400 651-8880 855-2100
Qe nccccrreencsar e . ———————

PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ON: .

& GAS PROGRAMS (] REAL ESTATE PARTNERSHIPS

O CATTLE PROGRAMS [J CABLE TV PARTNERSHIPS
] MUNICIPAL BONDS O
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them. And if you can’t have fun on this
team, somelhing's really wrong.”
Nettie added seven s0los and three assists,
=

MY FOM REPRESENTATIVE IS

BUSINESS PHONE

I

v




